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Siicli knowledge, partial as it was, must have been derived from ilie soulli. Every-

where to (he northward \vc look in vain lor anylhing iiinre than the mere hammered

iiiiivc copiier, iintoiKhed by lire. ]lr. .1. \V. Foster does indeed qiioto Mr. iV'rkins, wlio

liiinself jiossesses sixty copper implements, ineliidiiii;' knives, spear-heads, chisels, and

elijccts of anomalous jbrni, as having arrived at the coiKlusioii '•that, by reason of certain

markings, it was evi(b'iit that Ilie Mouud-builders po.s.sessed Ilie ari of siindtiiiii' copper,"*

1ml Ihe illuslrations produced in [iroofof it scarcely bear out the opinion. The same idea

has bcc'U repi'atedly advanced; but the conlcnts of the Mounds amply prove that if such

I knowledge! had dawned on their builders, it was turned to no practical account. Mr. Charles

l.'iu in his "Ancient aboriginal trade in North America," says "although the lire on llu;

hearths or altars now iiKdoscd by the sacrificial Mounds was sometimes sulliciently strong

te nielt th(! deposited copper articles, it does [not] seem that this proceeding induced the

:iiieient inhabitants to avail thomselves of fire in working copper ; thoy persisted in the

leilious practise of hammtninu'. Yet oik! copjiev axe, evidently cast, and resembling those

laken from the Mounds of Ohio, has been ploughed up near Auburn, in Cayuga in the

Slain of New York. This s|)eciinon, whiidi bears no trace of use, may date from Ihe earlier

limes of European colonization. It certainly would be wrong to place much stress on sTich

111! iscjlated ca,se." t The well known volume of Messrs. require and Davis furnishes illus-

trations of copper and other metallic relics from the Mounds of Ohio, t Mr. .T. T. k?hort

'ugraV(>s a variety of similar ridies from AVisconsin, where they ajipear to have Ix^'ii found

in unusual abundaiu'e. § In the Annual Iieport of the Historical Soci(dy of Wisconsin for

1"~T8, the copper implements in their colleclion are staled lo number one hundred and

ninety iraphnnents (lassilied as spear or dirk-heads, knives, chistds, axes, angurs, gads, and

drills ; in addition to beads, tubes, and other personal ornaments made out of thin sheets

d hammered copper. Dr. J. AV. Foster has furnished illustrations of the various types,

li'Un the valuable collection of Mr. Perkins.
||

Colonel Charles C. .Tones engraves a specimen

el ihe rartdy found copiier iinpleiiielils ofOeorgia;1j and Dr Abbott shows the prevailiiiu'

leiiiis of Ihe same class of itdics found along the whole northern Atlantic seaboard. ** All

tell the same tale of rudest manipulation by a people ignorant of thi^ working of nudals

uith the use of lire.

And yet Ihe native copper was ready to hand, in a form, and in quantity unknown
flsewherc. No such supplies of the pure metal invited the industry of the first Asiatic or

European metallurgists. The Cassitcrides yi(dded in abundance the ores of copper and

till
; but these had to be siindted, and worked with all the accumulated resxills of tentative

i^kill, before they yielded the copper or more usid'ul bronze. By whom, or where this first

knowledge was mastered is unknown ; the leiidcncy is still to look to Asia, to the first

lieine of the Aryans, or perhaps to Phujuicia, for the birth of this early art. Yet if the
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