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ron the profcMion, the same individual would

ifonn opposite conclusions in diiTerent circnm-

Ittances. The man who makes a winter's p«s-

liage from Europe to America, and encounters

(the usual storms and severity of weather pecu-

to that passage, will probably pronounce the

[
teaman's life to be the hardest, the most dan-

[•erous, the most irksome, the most wearing to

[body and mind, of any one of the pursuits of

lan. On the contrary, he who sails from the

Jnited States to Calcutta, to China, or to South

lerica, avoiding our winter's coast, may per-

iform the voyage without experiencing a gale of

[kreater severity than would require the sails to

|De reefed, a pleasing excitement when the ne-

essity is of rare occurrence ; a^d he would pro-

bably decide, that no profession is so easy, so

Ipleasant, and so free from care, as the seaman's.

fThesc arc the two extremes, between which, as

lay t)e supposed, there are gradations, wtiich

ill tend to incline the scale one way or the

|)ther, according to circumstances.

The experience of more thk twenty years

passed in navigating to all parts of the world

has led me to the conclusion, that though the

hardships and privations of a seaman's life be

, eater than those of any other, there is a com-
pensation in the very excitement of its dangers,

the opportunity it affords of visiting different

[>untrie8, and viewing mankind in the various

idations between the most barbarous and the

[most refined ; and in the ever-changing scenes

|Vrhich this occupation presents. And I can say,

ith truth, that I not only feel no regret for

iliaving chosen this profession rather than any
[other, but that if my life were to be passed over

[again, I should pursue the same course.

Cambridge, United States,

1842.
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In the ordinary coune of a commercial educa-
tion, in New Engfhuid, boys are trantfinnred (irom

school to the merchant's desk at the age of four-

teen or fifteen. When I had reached my four,

teenth year, it was my good fortune to be re-

ceived into the counting-house of Ellas Basket

Derby, Esq., of Salem, a merchant, who may
justly be termed the father of American com-
merce to India ; one, whose enterprise and com-
mercial sagacity were unequalled in his day, and,

perhaps, have not been surpassed by any of his

successors. To him our oouqtry is indebted for

opening the valuable trade to Calcutta, before

whose fortress his was the vessel to display the

American flag; and, following up the business,

he had reaped golden harvests before othe^ mer-
chants came in for a share of them. The first

American ships seen at the Cape of Good Hope
and at the Isle of France, belonged to him. His

were the first American ships which carried ear-

goes of cotton from Bombay to China ; and .

among the first ships which made a direct

voyage to China and back, was one owned by
him. He continued to prosecute a successftd ^
business, on an extensive scale, in those coun-
tries, until the day of his death. In the trans-

action of his affairs abroad, he was liberal,

greatly beyond the practice in modem times,

always desirous that every one, even the for^
mast-hand, should share the g^ood fortune t6

which he pointed the way ; and the long list o^
masters of ships, who have acquired ample for-

tunes in his employment, is a proof both of his

discernment in selecting and of his generosity in

paying them. .

Without possessing a scientific knowledge of
the construction and sparring of ships, Mr. Der-
by seemed to have an intuitive faculty in judgikig

of models and proportions ; and his experiment^
in several instances, for the attainment of swift-

ness of sailing, were crowned with a success un-
surpassed in our own or any other country. Htf

built several ships for the India trad<^ im*
mediately in the vicinity of the counting-hons^t

which afforded me an opportunity oi iMconftiny

acquainted with the building, spurtng, and rig-

ging of ships. The conversations, to which I

listened, relating to the countries then newly vi-

sited by Americans, the excitement on the return

of an adventure from them, and the great profits

which were made, always manifest from the re-

sult of my own little adventures, tended to tti-

mulate the desire in me of visiting those coun-
tries, and of sharing more largely in the advan
tages they presented. Consequently, after having
passed four years in this course of instruction, I

became impatient to begin that nautical career

on which I had determined, as presenting the
most sure and direct means of arriving at inde-

pendence; and, in the summer of 17M| I em-
barked on my first voyage. It was one of only
three months' duration ; but it was sofficieat to

produce a most thorough disgust of tlM jpursuit,

flrom the severe suffering of Bea>siduiMS i so
that, if I had perceived, on my retuis^ «af#>
pect on shore equally promising, I ihovild Mm


