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probable as that of war. One thing is prrfectly I

dear; this measure must either lead to a settlement

on the basis of a boundary along the 49th parallel,

or it must produce war. Our western friends say
that they will be content with noihin|( less than the

whole extent of our claim; and if this be so, is not

war ineviiaule, under present circumstances.' If war
is to be the mode of settling this qu stion at lust, it

would seem to mc that it would be far wiser to pre-

serve the present slute of affairs, that we may be
able lo choose our own lime for fighting, and velcct

a period when we were better prepared for the con-

(cst, and when the attendant circumstances might l>e

moi't' propitious. Let us look, Mr. Chairman, into

the oircuin'UuncL'S under which this war would now
'

be WEigcJ, anil aseerlnin, if we ctui, iu< probable con-
sequences. Have wc made any of the military

prtparations ncccsHory lor such an event? Would
ont, or evtn two yt'ui», suffice for the prcpai'iitioii

proper fur such a contcBi.' If war be ineviiu'olc, is

not our internal condition such a:^ to make dcl.iy

desirable' The whole country is just rerovcring

from a der|) flnancial dcprtssion. Many of the

States arc either unable, or barely able, to pay their

own debts. They are not in a condition to bear
the weight of internal taxation, which must be one
of the main resources of the war. A few years
hence, a different and more favoral)le stain of thinga

might be fairly expected. What, let me ask, would
be our potuiion in the public opinion of the world.'

We break oil' the negotiation because out proposi- <

.tion was not accepted, and we give the notice under
|

circumstances which proclaim that there must be

'

war, unless she will settle the question upon our own !

terms. She has offered us a mode of settling this,

dispute, now universally regarded amongst civilized !

nations as a fair and honorable method of adju.iiing
'

national controversies— I mean arliitration. This,'

We have already refused; nor do I disapprove of
that refusal, under the circumstances then exiRting.

6he will probably offur it a^ain, and we 8';ull iig^iin

refuse it. I do not stand here, Mr. Clininiiun, as

the advocate of arbitration; upon that qucstinn I

have nothing to say at present; I am merely defil-

ing in facts, wiih a view to the consequences.

Wc shallagain refuse arbitration, Mr. Clmiririan; and
why.' Because wo say there are none of the nntion.s

of the world whose governments arc honest and im-
partial eDou^li to decide this controversy between us

This may all be so; but will a refusal of tirbiiration

for such reasons be likely to win us much of the

sympathy of the worm? Under these circum-

stances, am 1 wrong in supposing that the world

will be apt to legard us as the aggressor? The pub-
lic opinion of Christendom would be thus deH' d at

the time when Great Britain has a better un'icr-

Standing with the continental states of Europe than

she has ever enjoyed at any previous period of her

history, so far as I am acquainted v/ltli it. The
"conlial understanding" between herselfand France,

her ancient enemy and our former ally, is notori>'":i

throughout the world. Under these cirbum-ian-

ces, what chance should we have fur cither syinpa

thy or assistance from any of these powers in the

event of a war? But this is not the whole view of

the existing state of our furci^ relations, and its

connexion with our prospects m a war. If we have

a war with Great Britain about this time, shall we
not probably have Mexico also on our hands? It

is kiiown that she is sore under recent occurrences,

and it is equally notorious that she is much under
British influencs. We should probably hare a war

notonly fur Oregon, but Texas also. Ths Indian
tribes beyond the Rocky mountains are known to be
under the influence of the Iludsitn Bay Companjr,
and it is probable that moat of the weitem liniiaiis

would take sides with Great Britain in the event of
n war between her and this country. Under these

circumstances, what would become ofOrernn, and of
our infant settlements on the Columbia? I lielieve it

is the opinion of our best military autl'oriiira, and,

indeed, the very general opinion, that, during the

war, Oregon it^iclf must be abandoned. And that ws
should have to strike in anada, and upon the seas.

And yet eenilnmcn coolly d>>mand war, or what
will lead to war, as a duty which wn owe our |H!o-

plc in Oregon, when it is nianifi'St ihatthe very first

Htr.pof that war would be to abanihin Ihim unpro-
tected to nriti.-<h troops, lo the Hudson B:iy Com-
pany, and their savage allies—to a war, unless they
ut uniu: made terniM lor themselves, as likely lo bo
signalized by all the rirciimstunecH of barbnrie

atroriiy as any o''which we hnvcf an account. Those
iinforhinaip ptnple i.>i'^ht well ask the chairman of
Foreign Affairs if this be what he cidls " acking of
hi.i friendx?" In snch a contcat, is it not proimble

that Oregon would be lost only to be recovered, if

ever, l<y another war, to be undertaken at a nioro

aiispiciinis period? If this siru:;gle were now to be
commenced, I do not believe that there would even
be an effort made to send troops to Oregon. It

would be regarded ns a w.iste nf men and nsuans, at

a time when, with Mexico to the southwest, with the

Indian tribes on our western frontier, wi'h British

and Canadian troops on our north, and with British

fleets covering the easiern and southern line of our
const, wc shou'd be rncirilcd as with a wall nf fire. I

doubt not but that we should emerge from it victo-

rious. It is not on the soil which we occupy that

we can be eonquered, or even be worsted. I hnve

full faith in Americin spirit and putiintism. But I

do not believe that wc s^iould iia-'surscathed thr<iui(h

that fiery trial, nor on^hi we to tuNk too highly

tho.sc gicatqiialiiies of our people I'y cxoosiog them
to uiiiieeessary ilifficiiltit s, as we should do if we en-

gaje ill a war before v*e iire prepared for it. or if wo
make war toallai'i what miijlit lie had far more cer-

tainly and hnn iralily liy peac fiil mea s. That we
should come out of s ich i\ C'>nt)8t with honor, I do
not doubt; but that weshoidd lose as much or more
of Oregon than w.iuld be given up by any treaty

likely to I'emade, I rcgird a-< hNo probable If war
be the only nioile of maintaining our rich s in Ore-

gon, that war ou!»ht to be def rird, as it is miiiifest

ihiit our I luuireM for snee.es i m :St n^ reU'^e with cv^
ry year of delay. But if ilierc be pf'airriil and hon-
orable means (aa I shall end avoi ro show hereafter)

which wouM m.ire pro 'ably give ns the wliolc terri-

tory, we owe it to oui'selvi s and to the world to adopt
them.

But gcnilemen have promised that if war be once
commenced with Great Britain, we shall terminate

ii. by driving her from this con incnt, and depriving

her of all that she claims or possesses upon it. I

do not stand here, Mr Chairman, to take issue with
that proposition; I mean neither to aflii'm nor deny
it. I will not even ask if ''our old men see visions

and our young men dream dreams " I will suppoas
the anticipation to be true; and I shall endeavor to

trace such a war as this would be to its oonwc^iien-

ues, to see if the chanoe or the certainty of acquirinf

Oregon a few years somer, would coRiiiensale ua
for them.
Mr. Chairman, I know ofno inslancs in which «


