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business section of thij city, offering great advantages t() parties

visiting town on business. The charge is modenite, and the

iicconunodation throughout lirst-class.

After the business of the day is over, the long Avinter evenings in

oountry towns (b"ag heavih along, no place ofamusement to visit and

your own stock of literary matter having been read and re-read, you

naturally make a raid upon the resources of the hotel; tlieir stock

(I speak from actual knowledge) generally consists of Ayer's

Almanack and a newspaper about a week old. Disgusted with

your luck in trying to hunt up mental enjoyment, j^ou tnke the

notion to try a game of l>illiards. After a i'cw shots on the table,

you feel that you coidd play as lively a carom game on a skittle

alley as on tliis apology for a billiard table, and not being (hsirous

of an over-indulgence of nmscular Christianity, you (|uit at the

consummation of the first game, and inwardly vow in your dis-

gust to quit the game for a lengthened period. It is really ;i rare

exception to fiu-I anything a})proaching a good taole in country

towns, and judging from the excuse I liave hoard made by their

proprietors, the following is the chief reason: Most of the b lliard

tables in use in the Dominion have been imported from the United

States, their high price prevents a man in a small tcnvn, with a

limited number of players, assuming the lisk of the pnichase

mcmey; lie, therefore, generally contents himself with buy'iig a

second-hand article, but utterly useless as a mediuirt wherely we
niav indulge in an eniovabie cjame of billiards. As rei^^arcls the

price of a new table—now the objection—Twill admit, hashitlierto

l>een a weighty one, Imt since i\lessrs. Riley & IMay, of Toronto,

have starteil the maimfactureofbillianl tables, it has given ali wdio

desire such, the opportunity of [)Tn'chasing attAventy-five jier cent,

less in cost than the imported article; and jndging^'rom the very

sfreat satisfj\ction these same talTies ifive in the Rossi ii H aise,

Toronto, and a sctn-e of other hotels v/here they are in \ise— they

are eoual to anv manufactured on this ontinent.


