
Our ambiUon. »ugfceMivo of tribute, wan to produce a

picture of an cpot-h, a»H.ut which Lord Macaulay wrote :

" The Church ha« immy times l«fn compared by divines to

the ark of which wo read in the Book «' ^«"«7'. ^"^, "*;';*'

wo* the re»en.blance mo.« iH,ifcit than during that evil time

when »he alone rode, aii.i.Ut darkness and tempest, on the

delugeTneath which all the Kroat work- o ancient power

and windom lay cntflmlH^l, U-aring within I'fr that feeble

g..rni from which a Hocond and more glorious clvllizaUon wa^

to upring."

For tho«. who find Scene 2, Act III, out of harmony with

preconceived id«is~For those who cannot allow that any

difference might exist in the cu.tom^ of the Vatican of the

eleventh century and that of the twentieth,- For those who

concede nolhiP',' to the claims of dramatic licence and have

no toleration for the limitation* of dramatic construction,—

For those who ciinnot conceive a pope, offering the Holy

Sacrifice of the Mass, without a red-iobe.1 retinue of assist-

ants and seners,— we iipprcpriate the following, an extract

from an article publishcl in an English magazine, descnpt-vc

of mo private life of the present sovereign pontiff— whose

name we write v.itli .lial reverence and veneration— I*o

Xlll.

" At six o'clock in the morning no matter what time of the

year, the Chevalier Pio Centra, the Pope's valet, wakens his

ina^ter. who, after offerinj; hi. first prayer gives himself into

the hands of his servant, is w.-he,l, and shaved, and dressetl.

Then ho repairs into the little private chapel adjoining his

lx>d chambt'r and says mass, the goo<l Chevalier acting as

acolvte. The Chevalier, by the way, was, once upon a time,

in the hat trade in Rome, lie l>ecamo a meml)er of the Papal

househol.l. and servcl his master so carefully and wtli such

ievotion that he riH.eivc.1 as a reward the title. Chev-alier of

the Older of St. Gregory, ami lietter still, the Pope a absolute

confidence."

Against the animadversions our defects court, and lack of

skill and exposed ignorance invite, and, of certainty, will

n-ccive. there is cherished the conceit that we have labored—
imperf«!tlv. it mav be. but not altogether ineffectually— to

give form,' color and motion to an age, when all Christiandom


