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by the Gorman aulhoritics of anything so serious.* We
reminded him that Miss Caveli, as directress of a large

nursing home, had, since the beginning of the war, cared

for large numbers of German soldiers in a way that

should make her life sacred to them. I ^Mrtlicr calkxl

his atlenlion to the manifest failure of the Political

Department to comply with its repeated promises to

keep us informed as to the progress of the trial and

the passing of the sentence. The deliberate policy of

subterfuge and jKcvaricalion })y which they had sought

to deceive us, as to the progress of the c;ise, was so raw

as to require little comment. We all pointed out to

Lancken the horror of shooting a woman, no matter

what her offense, and endeavoured to impress upon him

the frightful effect that such an execution would have

throughout the civilis< t world. With an ill-concealed

sneer he replied that on the contrary he was confident

that the effect woukl be excellent.

When everything else had failed, we asked Lancken

to look at the case from the point of view solely ^ f

German interests, nssuring him that the execution of

Miss Caveli would do Germany infinite harm. We
reminded him of the burning of Louvain and the sink-

ing of the Liisitania, and told him that this murder

would rank with those two affairs and would stir all

(•ivilised couniries with horror and disgust. Count

* At tlic time there was no intimation that Miss Caveli \v113

guilty of es]>i()iia<,'e. It was only when public opinion had been

aroused by her exe<.uli(m tlwit tlie German (Jovernnient began to

refer to her as "the spy (,'avell." According to the (ierman

statement of the <ase, there is no possible ground for calling her

a spy.


