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aboard, and I had cxprclcd tiouhlc in transferring io

his ship in case 1 was assigned clstwherc. We had

arranged to stick togdher as long as we could. W e

.lid. too.

MiirraN was as glad as 1 was ulu 11 I came aboard,

;,n(l lie told nie he had heard that Hrown, our other

pal, had been made a sergeant in another regiment

(if the liCgion.

\Vc were both surjjrised at some of the ditVerences

Ik t ween the French navy and ours, but after we got

Used to them, we thought many of their custonis ini-

pro\ements upon ours. Hut we coidd not get used to

Ihem at first. For instance, on an American ship,

when you are sound asleej) in a nice warm hannuock

and it is time to relieve the watch on deck, as like as

not you will be awakened gently by a burly garby

armed with a fairy wand about the size of a bed slat,

whereas in French ships, when they eall the watch,

you would think you were in a swell hotel and had left

word at the desk, "^t was hard to turn out at first

without the aid of a club, and harder still to break

ourselves of the habit of calling our relief in the gay

and festive American manner: hut, as I say, we got

to like it alVr a while.

Then, too, they lo not play any pranks in the

French navy, and this surprised us. Wc had expected

to go through the mill just as we did when we joined

the American service, but nobody .slung a hand at us.

On the contrary, every garby aboard was kind and


