
Tlicic is III) iloiilil llir Ion;;; ycMis nf wmt ciiliililicutt'd tin- ploMctil

iiiiil (Ichiycd llic rt'ali/.:ilii>ii of in;iiiy |ir<ijt'cls iicirccl Iv |ii"irt icalilc anil

liniiiiisiii;; which Ihc < I(i\ ciiiiiiciit iiiifiid-i to cMrry i.'il. The liiiiilat ions

anil ii'slrictions iin|Mist'il liy war innililions ha\(' liad llii-ir I'llVrl, lint

llii'\ have ni>l |iici\i'd insiiriri<innlalili' and ihi' finod work is ;roin;; on. A
|iiiliiv hroad and salV in its I'ssi-ntial tVatni'cs lias Imm-ii cstaldishi'il anil

in a short lime will lie \ indicati'd. \cxalions di'lails arc Ix-ini; clinii-

iiali'd, iiractiral cxiiciicnii' is Icacliin;; nniidi, liolli to the Ailniinislratmii

and to Ihosi' who arc shari , the lii-iiclils of this policy. It is init a titne

to cry a halt or to try to criji|iU> any niovi'niciit which will sond the

rij;ht sort ol' |ico|ili' hack to the land. Nor innst a few inconi|di'li' and

licrhaps unsatisfactory advcninri's In- held as i-vidi'iu'o oi the ])ros{M'clive

failure of so f;real and lastini; an iiiidertakin;;.

'I'hese matters are not within the pnrview of in\ own ile|tarlineiits, liiit

I happen to know that experienced a^'iicnltiirists. statesmen, s|)ecialis(w,

tiininciers. and other men of atfairs who are (lee|(ly interested in just such

ipiestions as these have made a careful inveslijration of the (Jovernment's

method id' meeting' these conditions, ami all are unstinted in tiieir coni-

iriemlalion id' the liroad jiolicy adopted. T jirefer the contidence aiul

approval of such men to the cavillinj: and cariiin^j criticisms of one of

the twin heads id' a former < iovernnient which nef;lecteil these important

matters far loo lonj;.

I take it that the followiiif; referiMices were made in connection with

the "general criticism of the record of the (iovernnient, and jjarticularly

of I'leniiei- Oliver, in (cnnecliou with the racilic (ireat I'astern Kaihvay

settlement made hy .Mr. IJowser at that time. I tiiul that Mr. I'owser

induljred in a nnniher of extrava;,'ant and wholly fxronndless statement.^

in the course of his speech here.

At one jilace lie referred to "T'j per centum foiceil accounts" piing

to Mackenzie & .\Iaiin. That the rremier once had characterized the.se

men as the hiji^est roi^nes running at larfre, hut as soon as the (lovefu-

men took over the nianaf^ement of the I'acific (ireat ICastern Kaihvay ttie

first fhin-; done was to let a contract for its completion to these men. I

find also that .Mr. I'owser olijected to the (Iovernnient talk of the raciflc

(ileal llastern IJailway as ii
" Icfracy." and his statement that, had the

( iovcrnmeiit not set aside the contracts with Toley, Welch & Stewart, hut

had ffirced this tirtn to ca..v tlu'iii out, the railway would he in operation

now. Ill this connection Mr. IJowser said tliat, in spite of all llie Literal

shout inj:. Honest dolin will not ]iermit an investi^ition of I'acific (Jreat

Eastern Kaihvay mat lets.

I wish to deal with this tissue of false witness aiul misrepresentation

ill the serious manner it calls for. A frank settinj; forth of the salient

facts conuecred with this matter will show how unscrupulous Mr. Kowser

shows himself to lie and lo what wholly ahhorrent leiifjths lie carries his

111 isrepresenlat ions.

I shall take up now ^Ir. liowser's statement that the rremier will not

|iermil an investigation of I'acitic (Ireal Kaslern admiiiislralion. This

asserlioii is not oiilv wlndlv without foundation, but is in direct contra-


