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was, it is valuable as an analysis of political ideas, and

its concluding sentence is full of suggestion even to

minds which do not accept the opinions implied.

Although," so it runs, " the theory of nationality is

more absurd and more criminal than the theory of

Socialism, it has an important mission in the world, and

marks 'he final conflict, and therefore the end, of two

forces which are the worst enemies of civil freedom

—

the absolute monarchy and the revolution."

There is nothing in Sir John Acton's essay on
" Nationality " which would be likely to excite suspicion

at the Court of Rome. But the Home and Foreigtt

Revitw was known to be a Liberal as well as a Catholic

organ. It was marked by independence of tone, as well

as by originality of thought, and it soon fell under sus-

picion. Even its motto, Seu vetus est veriint diUgo she
novum, " I love the truth, whether it be old or new,"

was ambiguous. For how can Catholic truth be new?
In the month of August 1862, Cardinal Wiseman, the

acknowledged head of the Roman Catholic Church in

England, received an address from his clei^. His

reply contained a severe censure of the Home and Foreign

Review for the "absence of all reserve or reverence

in its treatment of persons or of things deemed sacred,

its grazing even the very edges of the most perilous

abysses of error, and its habitual preference of uncatholic

to Catholic instincts, tendencies, and motives." The
particular charge of personal misrepresentation against

which the Cardinal protested has long since lost what-

ever interest it may once have had. The general tone

of Acton's remonstrance, made in his editorial character

and in the periodical condemned, illustrates his attitude

towards the Church to which he belonged. Of Wiseman
he writes not merely with the reverence due to his

ecclesiastical rank, but with the aifection of an old pupil

at Oscott. " In the Cardinal's support and approbation

of our work," he says, " we should recognise an aid more

valuable to the cause we are engi^ed in than the utmost

support which could be afforded to us by any other


