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One thing waich will strike the observer of
current avents is the comparative depths of
popular feeling in Great Britain, stirred up
by Prosident Cleveland’s Venczuelan messygo,
and Emperor William's action in tho South
African trouble. Judged superficially the
president’s message appeared to be o more in-
sulting and warlike document than tl{e
Gorman Emperor's action in the South Afri-
can affair, yot the latter provoked a much
moro intense feeling of resentment through-
out Great Britain, Germany's action sah the
British people at home almost furious, and
led to immediate preparations for war on an
active scale. Defiance was thrown out to
Germany from every quarter, and as & unit
tho people appearod anxious to avenge the
insalt,

On the other hand, the bellicose blast from
Washir.gton, though a most unezpected and
aggravating assault, was hardly a nine days’
wonder to the people. Ths press and people
appearod to quickly recover from the first
feeling of resontment caused by the presi-
dent’s ill-mannered message, and the matter
has been treated with great moderation and
coolness. The presicant's messago created &
far more bostile feeling in the United States
than iv did in Great Britain, though natural-
ly the greatest resentment would have been
expected from the latter quarter, the United
States baving beon the aggressor and the in-
sult having come from the later country.

" The reason for the apparent apathy of the
British people to resent an insult from the
Drited States is perhaps two-fold. In the
first placo they are familiar with that per-
formance (very undigaified to the actors in
it) known es twisting thelion’stail. Threats
coming from the United States against Great
Britain are usually supposed to be made for
the base purposo of influencing the Fenian
vctoin therepublic. The British peoplehavo
sabmitted quietly to indignities of this nature,
under the impression that it was more dis-
creditable to thainsulter thaa injurious to the
Snsulted. Secondly,-the British people have
refused to bolieve (and are apparently still of
the sameo opinion) that the feeling in the
United States is as hostile to them as some-
times appears cn the surface. The anti-
British demonstrations in the United States
have simply been regarded as coming from the
rabble, led by scheming politicians, and not
from the peoplo as & whole. On this account
they hove been treated to a groat extent with
silent contempt. One thing is certain, that
if the British people had es vigorously re-
sonted these anti-British demonstrations in
the United States 2s they have shown in the
case of Qermany, there would have been
war botween the two nationsdongago.

Notwithstanding the occasional threats
from Washington and the rabid utterances of
o large seotivn of tho United Stutes press,
John Bull refuses to get deeply annoyed with
Jonathan, It cartainly is not feer of the lat-
ter country. This is shown in the case of

Germany. Thelatter country, as o military
pewer, is vastly superior to tho United States,
yot John Bull did not hesitate for a moment
to make it as plain as possible that he would
not be trifled with from that source, even
though Germany might be backed by all tho
great powers of Earope. The British peopleat
home have undoubtedly a respect for their
kinsmen of Ameorica which makes themn slow
to anger and willing to overlook serious pro-
vocation, rather than resent it in a manner
which would lead to further strife betwven
tho two countries. In time it is hoped this
feoling will b. reciprocated in the United
States.

APPARENT DUTY DISCRIMINATIONS.

An article in The Commercial last week on
the trade rotuaras for the last fiscal year,
shuwed, in addition to other things, that the
duty collected on imports of British goods was
higher than on imports from other countries.
The average duty collected on British goods
was 22 per cent., while tho average duty on
imports from all countries was 16.1 per eent.
This shows that British goods paid about 6
per cont. more duty than the average from
all countries. Thisaverage duty includes all
goods, both dutiable and free. Again, the
average duty collected on imports from the
Ubited States was only 12} per cent., as com-
pared with the duty on British goods. Thus
while British goods paid 6 per cent. more
than the average duty collected on importa-
tion from all countries, goods from the Unit-
ed States actually paid 4 per cont. less than
the average duty on imports from all coun-
tries, Superficially ‘this looks like a great
discrimination against British goods but in
reality it may not mean anything of the
kind. To arriveat acorrect idea of the case,
the class of commodities imported from the
different countries must be taken into account
The class of goods imported from the United
States is of course quite ditferent from the
general class of gonds coming from Great
Britain, From the latter country we re-
ceive menufactured produocts almost exclus-
ively, while from tho republic we got largely
raw materials or partly manufactured lines
which, under a protective policy such as pre-
vails in Canada, would naturally be subject
to a minimum rate of taxation, if taxed
at ull. )

TRANSPORTATION THE PROBLEH.

Mr. Crowe, retiring president of the Win-
nipeg Grain Ezchange, in his address at the
recont annual meeting of the exchange, made
reference to tho efforts of that body to securo
reductionsin freight rates upon grain exports.
The most important words in the entire
address wore probably those contained in the
tollowing quotation. Closing his remarks cn
freight rates Mr. Crowe said:

*The committee further pressed for a re-
duction of freight on coarse grains to Eastern
Canada. Up to the present time. no reduc-
tion hag been made, but 1t is most earnestly
hoped that the railway companies will
recognize the necessity of such action, which
is rendered doubly urgent on "account of the
extremely low price of these grains, and the
necessity of securing & market for the export~
able surplus.” .

The Commercial would call special ‘atten—
tion to the last sontence in the paragraph

quoted above. Inan article somo tim»s ago
Tho Commercial made use of the exproession,
‘‘transportation is the problem for Canada.”
It cortainly is ths problem for Manitoba and -
the territories.

Returning to the queation of freight 1ates
as affecting the present crop, it is cortainly
most ‘‘earnestly to be hoped’ as Mr. Crowe
anid, that something can bo done to permit of
the export of coarss grains and low grade
wheat, It is true that a reduction of five
conts por 100 pounds was mede in freight
rates this year by the Cauadian Pacific rail-
way company, {_om Manitoba to the seaboard,
but owing to the very low price of all
grains, even this reduction will hardly por-
mit of thoexport of wheat, much less of coarse
grains, Take for instance thn following
oxample :

The latest price list from New York which
wo have at hand quotes oats theve at about
283 to 26 couts per bushel, in elevators. The
freight rate frum Brandon tv New York is 40
conts peor 100 povnds, and the actual hand-
ling expunses would amount to 8 to 4 conts-
per bushel, allowing nothing for dealers’
profits, commission, ete. Lhis it will be seen
by the following analyses will not permit of
exporting at all :

Freight to New York, per bush..16 cents .

Elevating charges, New York,. 1}

**  and cost buying, Mamtoba 2% *

Total. ......covvvvnuiiaen, 193 oants
Average value in New York ...25 cents
Value to Manitoba farmers.... 5} conts
These New York prices represent export

values at New York, thus we see that to ex-

port oats, the value to farmers in Manitoba
would be under 6 ceunts per bush:l of 82

pounds, New York weight, and to allow the
dealers & profit a further reduction would
have to be made. The oxportation of oats is
therefore oue of the question on the present
basis of low prices abroad.

In Eastern Canada prices are considerably
above export values, and a few cars of Mani-
toba onts have been shipped there, but tho
market is limited and oply a small
portion of the Manitoba surplus can
find a market there. Manitoba should
bave over 12,000,000 bushels of oats
for export this year. Last year we had
a surplus from a total crop of under 12,000,-
G00. This year the crop is estimated at 22,-
555,000 bushels. Last year we had no low
grade wheat, This year we have a consider-
able quantity of low grade wheas, only suit-
abloe for feed, which will. if fed at home,
reduce the home requirements of oats. We
have also almost double the quantity of
barley this year, as compared with last year,
and barley is in about the same position as
oats, as regards exporting.

There is therefore an enormous quantity of
foed grain in this country which would be
simply thrown away to sall on an export
basis. Wedo . ¢ know what profit the rail-
ways have on the prescnt rate to theseaboard.
It would take an enormous cut on =l rail
rates, however, to admit of the export of oats
on a basis to allow even 10 cents per bushel to
the farmers, We could hardly oxpect the
railways to make such a cut. If tho railways,
however, could agres to e sharp out in rates
_to Lake Superior ports it might be possible to




