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influence of national character and historioal cnvironnieuts on,
the devolopfnent of the common law.'> We regret that want of
space prevents as gîving this inost interesting nidcress ini full;
but it may be foultd iri'the Greew Dag of last rnonth. Uý quote
however, some of the closing words of Mr. l3ryee*.

The life of every nation rcsts iiiiiiluy on wvhat nîay bei
,qalled iti Rixed ideas, thoge, idcas which have beconîe axiotiis in

the inid of every citizen. Nov it w'as ioînlv by the common
law that these fixed and fundamental ideas wveîe inoulded where-
on the constitutionnil freedoni of lne irn s of England, rests.
()ne hundred and thirty-ouec yeilrs have 'ioiv passed silice the
iiajestie current of the e0omn1101 law beci.e divided into two,
st'eanns whieh. have ever since flowved in distinet chuinnels. Many
statutes hiave beeni einteci i i siiie 1776 and inany
lliolre entneted boere, but the brolid ehatriu ter or thie eoininon lîîw
reinlains fflselnitilly the sanie and it foroîs the saine mental
habtlits in those iho stiffdy and practiee it. lit nothing., perhnps,
tloes the substantial ideiititv of I lle two branches of the oldI
Stoek appela, sO Ilîneh uis ilu the doctrine ilid practice of the law'.
Il is a bond of syjîîpathiy, not Icast beiiise it is ai souirce: of
(10111111i1 pridu'. 'l'le lttw of na noltioni is îîot ofly art -pre.ssion
Of its charadteî. ',but a 1iliU factor iii its grolatness. What the

hluy skieltoiî iR to the body. ivhît lier steel nubs aie to al ship,
thîîit to a, state is its lav. holding all] tle pairts fltly joined to-

sohcr5 thlit eachi may retîîin its proper foncitions. The coin-
ilion1 law lins done this for yonl îîîù for lis il, sueh wise as to
lîîîve lwlped foriîi the inid and habits of thev individual citizens

lis well as of the w~hole nation. It is ail thîcir own rrey clin

reîonld it if they wil. Whîere al svstelnî of lîîw lias beeu made

hy the people andi for the People, N%'hîet, it coxîfornis to their
seiitilinîts and breathes their spirit, it delierves and 1'eceives

the confldence of the people. Se mîîay it ever be both in Aliner .ici

.kiid in Eniglandc."


