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all the mischiels which happened in
the cruel Difatorthip of Sylla are
applied to the prefent times of TFrance.
1t begins in this manner \—¢ I hard-
Iy conceive that the mildnefs o'f your
nature and charadter will permit you
to give credit to the various nt_rocities
committed by the prefent Dictator ;
it is not only you who fuffer, but
vour children yet unborn are proferi-
bei, perhaps, before they have feen
the light. And was &t for this tbat
France has combated Pruffia, Ruflia,
Aufteia, and all Eurcoe, to furrender
her fovercignty and her liberty to 2
a Corfican Rebel ? Thefe libels were
of prodigious length, and were read
throughout by Mr. Abbot. (Perivaps
the few pafihges, we have now felec-
ted may give a fuflicient idea of the
compiexion of the whole, to-under-
ftund the nature and obje&t of the
profccution).

" The ArTorRNpy GENERAL then
refe 2nd {poke. to. the following cf-
fedtilec Gentlemen of the Jury,
. afier the very diftinét opening . of

- the pleadings, by my learned friend:

Wir. AesoT, I fiatter myfelf that I
fhall be able, very  fhorily, to put
‘vou' in poffeffien of the whole of the
cafe which you 2re this day to try.
'The fimple and not very difficult
"queftions for your confideration will
 be, whether this perfon, who s
. brought up for your judgment, the
> Prifoner, Jean Pelder, is or is not
guilty of publifhing the libels which
have been read to you ? and whether
_ "the tendency of thofe libels, and the
- motives of their publication, are or
" are not [uch as the information attri-
. butes ‘to them ! Gentlemen, it is im-
poflible for me not to -perceive and
feel, thiat great and .uncommon in-
tereft and curiofity. are  excitéd tup-
on this occafion. I fee this” Court
~graced by an audience more nume-

‘rous und brilliant than what we are
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accuftomed to fec; and I hope that
this curiofity does not expedtits gra-
tification  from uny paflfages of my
addrefs, or from any of .thefe few
obfervations, which it is iy duty now
to offer you; if it does, it muft be
disappointed ; for on the prefent oc-
cafion 1 feel myfelf equally led by
duty and inclinaton to confine my-
felf to the dull and dry examination
of the libels which are the {ubjeét of
the prefent profecution, and of the
law as it applies to fimilar publica-
tions. 1 have then to confider, whe-
ther from all we know of thé law,
both from the pra&ice of the Courts,
and from that reafon on which the
Englith Law is founded, we can to-
lerate, 2s innocent or indifferent,
publications of the flamp and com-
plexion of thofe which are the fub-
je& of the prefent profecution. No-
man feels more ftrongly than I do
the diftinguithed talents of my learn-
ed friend (Mr. Mdnrosi) who con-
duéls the defence in the prefent cafe;
but rich-as he-isin all the treafures
and refources of a- ftrong and well
ftored mind, a brilliant - imagination,
aw acute underftanding, .and. a moft
cultivated tafte, yet 1 doubt that e-
ven- he will be able to fatisfy the cu-
riofity and intereft that have been
cxcited on the prefent occafion, if
he confines himfelf to the points on
which the prefent profecution turns;
and farther than that I cannot fup-
pofe my learned friend will go. 1
cannot believe that he would Jend
himfelf to fupport the principles of
the libels that are the fubjet of the
preferit  profecution.  Were he to
launch into the widg fea of politics,
were he to wander into -general ob-
{ervations, he “would “fiid an ample

‘field indeed, in the ' confideration . of
| the moft eventful period of the moft

eventful” revolution known .in the
hiftory of the world; butI truft that :
he will' fhape his defence otherwife
and that you will not be-perplexcd,



