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Houfe of Coninions, Dec. 8; 1802.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Upon the motion of the Secretary
it Wir the Houle refolved idfelf in-
to a Conumittee of Supply.

The Secmrrary at War rofe—
He began by faying, that it was his
duty to lay before the Committee the
pnopoicd eftablifhment of the army
for the enfuing year. 'The eftimates
upon.the table certainly exhibited the
dewail of an army larger confiderably
than any which kad been m:xmt'uned
by this country upon a peace cfta-
bliftunent. "The main queltion to be
decided, in his opinion, was not the
quantun: of the force to be kept, but
whether that force was neceffary; and
upon this point he did not imagine
much could be faid in addition to the
arguments ufed when the navy efti-
mates were before the Commxttec.
The Hon. Gentleman here alluded to.
the arguments adduced upon that de-
bate, whlch he combated with great
force. * He remarked that the prefent
ftate of France ftemed to have realiz-
ed the moft fanguine dreams of Louis
ALV, That this country muft be pre-.
pared to any emergency, but not com-
mit any act of aggreflion or heedlels
\1olence, and at the fame time refift,
inu bold and manly mauner, any attack
upon the national honour. IHe then
entered into a detail of the frate of
the French -ar my as' it at pr(.(l.nt
ft’ll\ds, from which -he fhewed  that
the army of the Republic’ amounted,
o upwards . of 400,000 men,"éxclu—
" Aive of the late conscript levy.r Such
being the cafe, it {urely bécame in=
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‘India 1cmmcms
from twcl\'c to h\, 'md it w.xs pro-

dispenfuble for England to havé @
force larger than fhe ever had upon
a peace eftablifhment. "Chis country
bad no right to calculate upon the
duration of any peace, unlefs it was
in pofieflion of the moft effeétual
and eflicient means of felf-defence.

There was a conflitutional objetion
to 2 large .:mdmg army in time of
peace, unlefs it was fanfoned by
Parliament.  This he was moft readi-
Iy difpofed to admit ; but he had an’
anfiver to every objection of the kind
in one fhort word, namely, ¢ neces-
fity.”” The. force intended to be: kept

up confifted of 27 regiments of Dra--. ..
.goon. ‘Guards—the Yoot Guards to.

remain upon their prefent eftablifh-’ ‘
nient. The total ‘number of Cavalry

to be 17,250, and the Foot Guards

to confilt of 6080.- Tt was propofed
to maingain 102 battalions of infan-".
try, theregiments of thie line to be
up to'the 93d. The Rovyals, bemoﬂ
a very old and moft valuable corps,’.-"
the fecond battalion of thatregiment’
was not intended to be reduced.—~The

two battalions of the 52d, for the .

fame reafon, was alfo to be“Lept--— _
There were alfo five additional bat-.

-talions of the GOth ; and.itiwas allo,

with the permiffion of the Commit- .
tce, to include the 94th. “Thefe're: .
giments would" confift” Qf 75 rank’
and file per company,’except -thofe’ -
corps deftined for fervice in Indiay

.\vho{e complcmem would be fiill hlgh- g

"Chis ftatement ' made up'102 -
The. Vﬁ'eR—--

er, ™
battalions of infantry.

poled to retain thofd fix: regxments.
The iorelgn corps now ¢ confifted only’:
of (ou. mgmxc'm ,~lft. tl,nt c’tllcd




