
PREFACE

dreds of thousands of pounds, in the harbors 
of Moudros, Salonika, Aden, Alexandria, in 
the Persian Gulf, and scattered along both 
coasts of Africa. They are guarded by war­
ships withdrawn from duty in the Channel 
and North Sea. What, in lives lost, these 
expeditions have cost both France and Great 
Britain, we know; what they have cost in 
millions of money, it would be impossible 
even to guess.

For these excursions far afield it is not 
the military who are responsible. There is 
the highest authority for believing neither 
General Joffre nor Lord Kitchener approves 
of them. They are efforts launched for 
political effect by loyal and well-meaning, 
but possibly mistaken, members of the two 
governments. By them these expeditions 
were sent forth to seize some place in the 
sun already held by Germany, to prevent 
other places falling into her hands, or in the 
hope of turning some neutral power into an 
ally. It was merely dancing to Germany’s
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