
OVERLAND

that a mole had bored his way through the 
ground.

These fears may have an unconscious effect 
in making everyone wish to get out of the semi- 
darkness of the trenches into the bright sun­
light which dispels clammy feelings and fears 
as if they were mists of the morning. But the 
real reason for traveling overland is that at all 
ages and in every clime the forbidden or dan­
gerous has its attractions. Thus it is that 
out there both officers and men, contrary to 
orders and upon the flimsiest of pretexts, climb 
out of the trenches and in more or less plain 
view of enemy snipers or observation posts 
walk again like ordinary human beings on the 
face of the earth.

This practice is very common where the 
trenches are muddy, or knee or hip-deep in 
water. It is the recognized custom after dark 
when working parties are carrying up ammu­
nition or rations. Not rarely some of the men 
of these parties are hit by bullets put across 
from fixed machine-guns. It is a weird sight 
on a dark night to go overland and, in the 
dim light of the flares or star shells, to discern 
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