
his wife has since the celebration thereof been 
guilty of adultery; and it shall be lawful for 
any wife to present a petition to the said court, 
praying that her marriage may be dissolved, 
on the ground that since the celebration thereof 
her husband lias been guilty of incestuous adul­
tery, or of bigamy with adultery, or of rape, or 
of sodomy or bestiality, or of adultery coupled 
with such cruelty as without adultery would 
have entitled her to a divorce “a mensa et thoro" 
(bed and board, Kd), or of adultery coupled with 
desertion, without reasonable excuse, for two 
years or upwards, and every such petition shall 
state as distinctly as the nature of the case per­
mits, the facts on which the claim to have such 
marriage dissolved Is founded; provided that for 
the purposes of this Act incestuous adultery 
shall be taken to mean adultery committed by a 
husband with a woman with whom if his wife 
were dead he could not lawfully contract mar­
riage by reason of her being within the prohib­
ited degrees of consanguinity or affinity; and big­
amy shall be taken to mean marriage of any 
person being married to any other person dur­
ing the life of the former husband or wife, 
whether the second marriage shall have taken 
’ iace within the dominions of Her Majesty or 
elsewhere.
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