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tlie agent of tlio Hudson's Bay Company, to \\\* V.xeollency tlic Administrator of tiic Ciovern-

nient, for iiis interposition, to rcmler these i)i'rsons amonalile to jiistiee.— Upon tills applica-

tion, liis Excellency having been ])leasrd to make his order of reference above-mentioned, re-

quiring my opinion whether a warrant (uight to be issued, for the obstruction of pnblie justice

com|)lained of, I had the lionour of making a report to his Excellency on this subject, of
which I beg leave to annex a copy *. In consequence <if this report, a warrant was issued for

the apprehension of M'Leod, and others of the principal ringleaders, in op|iosing the execu-
tion t>f the Magistrates warrant ; but it was not executed, as they had, in the mean time,

withdrawn themselves into the interior of the country, and could not be reached.—Various
depositions were afterwards put into my hands by the clerks of the Crown, for the districts of

Quebec and Three llivers, charging the agents and servants of Mr. Lampson, with offences

committed on the servants and j)roperty of the Hudson's liuy Ccmipany ; and with these, there

were also delivered to me dejiositions, charging the servants of the latter with offences against

persons in the service of the former, in the district of Quebec. According to the ])riictice which
has always prevailed in Lower Canada, the Attorney General is charged with the iluty of carrying

<ni criminal prosecutions in the Courts of King's Bench, in the several districts of the Province :

anti npon the depositions put into his hands, before the opening of these Courts, he jirepares

the necessary indictments, which are in readiness to be preferre<l, as sotm as the Court iissend)les.

It became, therefore, incumbent on me, as a matter of ccmrse, to prepare, and lay before the

(irand Jury, such indictments as were warranted by the depositions which had been delivered

to me, as well against the servants of Mr. I^ampsou, its against those of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany. This duty was discharged by me, with perfect imj)artiality between the ])arties c<tnceru-

ed.—The criminal court fen- the district of Three Rivers being held before that for the district

of Quebec, the depositions to be acted on in the former district first receive<l attention. By
these it was substantiated, that one Charles M'Carthy, a clerk of Mr. Lampson, with a ])arty of

men inider his orders, had assaulted one Antoine Hamel, a clerk, and three hired men, in the

service of the Hudson's Bay Company, while engaged in their trading pursuits, had made them
prisoners, had taken them to several trading posts of Mr. Lanijison, in the interior of the coun-

try, and, after compelling them, as jjrisoners, to go from i)lace to place as suited the convenience

of their captors, had at last set them at liberty, in a remote part of the province, several hun-

dred miles from the ])lace where they had been captured. l'\)r this offence an indictment was
laid by me before tlie (irand .Jury for the district of Three Hivers, and was returned a true bill

against all the jiersons named in it f . One of them only, a hired nam of the name of Miiise

\'illeneuve, was in custody, and he pleaded guilty to the indictUK'nt X ; against the others, who
had not yet returned from the Jiulian country, into the civilised parts of the Province, ])rocess

was ordered to issue. At Quebec, as soon as the Court of King's Bench o])ene(l there, in

September last, 1 laiti before tlie (irand .Fury, as it was my duty to do, indictments as well

against the servants of the Hudsiui's Bay Company § as against those of Mr. Lampson ||, iqion

all the charges contained in the depositions which had been put into my hands. The indict-

ments thus jireferred, at the instance of Mr. T^ampson's servants, were all ign(n'ed by the (irand

Juryf. (^f the imlictments preferred at the instance of servants of the Hudson's Bay ('(mi-

jiany, two were ignored, and three were retin-ned true bills**. One of the former was a bill

for the robbery above mentioned, complained of by Mr. Cowie. The (iraml .fury, in ignoring

this bill for the felony charged in it, requested nu' to lay before them a bill for a misdemeanor,

on the same facts; and L therefore, laid before them a bill charging M'l^eod and eight other

individuals, servants of Mr. Lampson, with " a riot, assaulting and beating Bobert Cowie and
" others, and forcibly taking from and out of the lawful custody of the said Robert Cowie divers

" goods and cliattels, and converting the same to their own use." This indictment wiis returned

by the Grand Jury a true billff ; and they also found a bill against the same M'Leod and fom-

other individuals, servants of Mr. Lampson. for a riot and forcibly opposing and preventing the

execution of the warrant of Mr. Christie, the Police Magistrate, above mentioned J}. It would

have been highly desirable, in order to check effectually the disorders that gave occasion to

these indictments, that the trials of them should have taken place, without delay. But the De-
fendants insisted on their right to traverse ; and, in consideration of the alleged difticnlty to be

experienc(!d in travelling from the King's Posts to Quebec, in the succeeding term of March,
they ajiplied for and obtained a postpoiicment of their trials till September following—that is,

for
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