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But Gourgues's vengeance was not yet appeased.

Hard by the fort, the trees were pointed out to him

on which Menendez had hanged his captives, and

placed over them the inscription, "Not as to French-

men, hut as to Lutherans."

Gourgues ordered the Spanish prisoners to be led

thither.

"Did you think," he sternly said, as the pallid

wretches stood ranged before him, "that so vile a

treachery, so detestable a cruelty, against a King so

potent and a nation so generous, would go unpun-

ished ? I, one of the humblest gentlemen among my
King's subjects, have charged myself with avenging

it. Even if the Most Christian and tiie Most Catholic

Kings had been enemies, at deadly war, such perfidy

and extreme cruelty would still have been unpardon-

able. Now tliat the}' are friends and close allies,

there is no name vile enough to brand your deeds,

no punishment sharp enough to requite them. But

though you cannot suffer as you deserve, you shall

suffer all that an enemy can honorably inflict, tliat

your example may teach others to observe the peace

and alliance which you have so perfidiously violated." ^

enemy's force. The governor, Gonzalo de Villaroel, was, he says,

among those who escaped. I have pnrposely preserved in the narrative

the somewhat exalted tone of the original French account.

^ "
, . . Mais encores que vous ue puissiez eudurer la peine que

V0U3 avez meritee, il est besoiu que vous enduriez celle que reunemy
vous peult donner honnestemeut : affin que par vostre exemplo les

autres appreigneut a garder la paix et alliance que si meschamment et

malheureusement vous avez violee. Cela dit. ils sont branchez aux

mesnies arbres oii ils avoieut penduz les Frauyois,"— De Gourgues MS.


