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the Almighty in this life, punlihca Iniquity, or

checks its progrefs ; and alfo gives fiipport to

virtue. One is the interpofition ofhisprovi

dence, of which more hereafter-, the other i;?

that wife order or conftitution which he hath

eftablifhed in the moral fyftcm, and which ia-

ieparably* connects our duty and happlnefs to-

gether i and the breach of that duty with our

mifery. The confequence of this unalterable

conftitution is, that no man ever did, or ever

can violate his duty, and per/ift in that violation,

with impunity. And whilft it manifefts the

Almighty's difpleafure againft fin, and his watch-

ful care over the interefts of virtue ; it alfo

himinoufly difplays his wifdom and beneficence,

in thus blending our duty, our intereft, and hap-

pinefs together, and making them run in one

common channel.

II. But my fubjedt leads me to confider thefe

principles as applied to nations, coliedive bodies

of men, rather than to individuals. To fuch,

my text refers, and to them the prefent occafion

confines me. The righteous government of
heaven indeed extends equally to nations, and to

individuals that compofe them. The only dif-

ference between them lies in this—that national

tranfgrefHons muft meet their punifhment in

this world *, whereas the punifhment of indivi-

duals is generally referred to a future retribu-

tion ) when the ways of God will be fully juni-

fied, and the perplexities of his providence,

however dark at prefent, will be intirely removed.
Not that individuals always efcape till the day

B of


