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PREFACE.

THE uim of this book is to servu as a prepamtioii for

reiKlins;, writing, and, to a less degree, for speaking

Latin. It is designed primarily for bovs and girls who

are to begin the sti:dy of J.titin at :ni early age; bnt as

all who would get from Latin the best mental diseiplini',

or lav a broad and lirm I'oundation for Latin scholarship,

must traverse pretty much the same road, and as Latin is

beirun in this eountrv bv most learners b^^fore anv other

foreign language is studied, a beginner's Latin book for

those who take up the study at the age of ten or twelve

need not be essentiallv different from one designed f<>r

learners of fourteen or fifteen. The most importaTit dif-

ference would lie in the knowledge of the terminoloiiv and

principles of Knglish grammar that might be deemed an in-

dispensable prere(piisite. As a matter of fact, children come

to t!ie study of l^atin with all degrees of ignorance of Eng-

lish grannnar, and the miniuunn of necessary knowledge for

the beginner is uiKiuestionablv very small. What mininnim is

considered essential for those who use this ))ook, is indicated

on page <). It is hoped, therefore, that the contents of the

book will justify its title ; that it does not assume too nmcli,

and is not too dillicult for the least mature who are likt^ly U)

"use it, and that it will not be found too nuich simplilled,

—

too juvenile, for those who begin Latin in high schools and

academies. Simpli(;ity, clearness, and directness have been

studied throughout. The systeu) of inflected forms, which

la seldom mastered, but the mastery of which is an indi»-
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