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alternative desirable orly in the event of a new line not
being procurable. The posts were, accordingly given. up:
but the encroaching character of the Americans was here
again manifested, for, notwithstanding the positive. stipu~
lations of that treaty, so little regard was paid by the Ame-
rican government to their plighted faith, that by a treaty
between the United States and the Indians, concluded at Fort
Greenville on the 3d of August, 1795, an article was forced
upon the Indians, by which they engaged that no trader should
reside at any Indian town or hunting camp, without a license
under the authority of the United States *.

To remedy this direct breach of the treaty of 1794, an ex-

planatory article was concluded at Philadelphia, on the 4th of"

May, 1796, between Mr. Bond and Mr. Pickering, on the part
of their respective governments. DBut the evil was merely
shifted, not removed. British traders were assailed . and
harassed in various ways, even passes were enforced, notwith-
standing the stipulations of the treaty of 1794, extortions were
practised in the duties required to be. paid, and wherever
any flaw could be discovered, or there was room for any
unnatural interpretation, the DBritish were sure to be the
sufferers.

In spite of these vexations, the British traders persevered,
and continued to participate in the Indian commerce, contrie
buting, thus, emineatly to preserve to the British nation that
attachment of the natives, which recent experience has proved
to be of signal importance to the security of Canada. On the
other hand the American government was pursuing an unre-
lenting and systematic plan, for despoiling the Indians of their
lands, by every species of injustice, and it carried on this plan
with such deliberate zeal, that the natives became finally con-
vinced, that their extermination was the real object of that
government and its rapacious land jobbers. To give, therefore,
security and permanpncy, not only to our boundary line, but

¥ See the Travels of Pike, Lewis, and Clark.
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