
6 STKAM LANEM ACROSS TIIH ATLANTIC

iiii«l aiiotliiT for tliciii to coinn in, tliu liahility to daiipM'

Ironi collision lu'twccii Htt'uincr iiiul sU'auicr, as well as

l>etween HtfainoiH and sjiiling vessels, will not only be les-

sened, bnt a new resource upon tlie hi^lt seas will, in nuiny

eas<'s of wreck and disaster, bo allbrded to those in distress.

IJy exaniininjj JMato V carefully, any one may satisfy

liiniHclf as to the extent to which the adoption of thesi; lanes

will lesson the liabilities, whi«!h are now very ;;reat, to col-

lision in foj^ between steamers and sailers. The curves on

that' plate show that lbj;s and calms are, along these lanes

at least, almost correlative terms ; that is, they often occiu"

f<>gether, and in ])roportion as they do occur together just

in that prop(ution accidents from collision between Hdiling-

vessels are lessened, for vessels moved by canvas cannot

well run foul of each other in a calm, and in calms, with

thick fogs, is jtrecisely the time w hen such vessels an? in the

greatest danger of being run into by a steamer, for, being

helpless then, they cannot get out of the way ; consopu'Utly,

if they will agree to avoid, as much as jjossible, tin' sti'am

lanes as tlu'y ar« marked on the chart, by making it a rule

never to attempt to beat along in them, but to cross them

quickly, wluMi they have to cross them, and to edge along

out of them when, being in them, tln^ wind changes and
comes out fair— if those i)ublicspirited shipmasters who
are cooperating with me will, in this way, lend a hand, by

giving the force of their example and precept, to dedicate

to the use of the steam-navigation between Europe and

Aujerica tlu' very narrow sli]) of ocean included within these

lanes, they will do much, in addition to what they have
already done, toward injproving navigation and lessening

the dangers of the sea. On the other hand, the captain of

i'very steauu'r should as scrupulously aim to keep within

the lanes, and never to sutler his vessel to get out of them,

excei)t sh(i be compelled to turn aside on account of ice

or gales of wind, or uidess she get out of them for want of

observations after a succession of cloudy days.

1 earnestly ai)peal to the tleets of observers, to whom I

owe so much, and to whose enlightened zeal and generous
labors for the advancement of science and the improvement
of navigation this work bears witness, to second this recom-

mendation and make it a rule to observe the lanes. This

appeal is made especially to those who are in the European

m


