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rinis, wliilr the valin* nf tlir rx ports of rlircsc has in«»r«' tliaii

(louhlt'il (lui in>; tli«> «lc( adf, tlu* value ut the l)titt(*r cxpoi t lias

lallrii oil iicai'lv In per (-cut. in tlir satiic pt'iiod.

liitlicrto, a^rrinilttiir lias Ihmmi tlie iiiaiii imliistiv ol ( 'aiia<la,

and, ill so M>iiii>.r a (oiiiitn, it will |)ri>l>al)lv lor some titiic

rctiiaiii so. riic ^rriMt hiiiil)ciiii;r ttatic ol throMrr provinces is

less than it was, ami the tlcirme in wooilcii >li ip-liiiil*lin>.' iniist

III like itsell lelt in New Ihiiiisvvick aiitl \o\,i Siolia. 1

ma LTiiihiceiit la( ilities tor tr ins|)ort the Donuiiion possesses in its

siilenilid rivers and laki's, have no doiiht y;rtatl\ .uielciitcd the

reinoval ol the lorests ; itiit thesi* Luililies, supph'inciited hv

siK h t;'<''it art<Mies ol railw i\ coiiiiiuniicat ion ;is are allonled

li\ the ( iraiid 1 riink. Intel*oh in id, and ( an idim I'.n ihc sv stems,

have resulted in pla( in>; the (anadian laiiner, even tiioii>;li his

dvvelliiiL: mav he on the distant ptaiiie, in (lusc « oiitact with

th<> ^leit markets o| the worhl. intlccd it is not too nincli to

sav that, hilt lor the opening: up ol thi- i^rcat \oith-\\cst h', the

(atiadian l'a( i(ic ilaiUvav, the colonisation and dev ejupmeiit of

the prairies ol Ihitish Noitli Aineriia must have heeii iii-

<h-finilelv |)ostpoiied. I'.veti now, more ladsvavs ale needed out

vvi'bt, to tap tin- resources ol the Icitile valh v ol the yreat Sas-

katchewan, and to put Winnipeg in ( tuninunicat ion with the

souti em ((last ol I'udson's Uav. The western prairies ol the

I iiitcd States have heen ac<cssihle since l>l<l, while those of

Canada wen' first nachcti hv railw av oidv ahout live v<ais aj;o.

rite pioneers in (aiiatlian a;;ri( ulture wire, in most cases,

men who possessed hut little knowlcd^M- nl laiinini;. and their

nuinher has heen steadilv incr<'ased hv the actessicui ol others

whose knowlcd::e was simihiiiv dclcctivi'; and it is hut lair, in

passiii<r |udt^ment upon the jucMut condition ol l.irmniL,'^ in the

Dominion, t hear this lai t in mind, I li;tt some generally

ajtplii alile s\ stem ol instruction in the thcois ,iiid piaiticc of

modern a^riiculture would e.vcit a powerlul inllucnce lor the

hetter is hev<uid douht. That the (anadian laimcis iccoLTliise

the weakness ol their position in this respct t is sunuieiitlv

evidemcd hv the tone of the replies <d>tained hv tlie >ele( t

( ommittet' <ui Ai^'tit ulture, the majoiitv of which were in lavcmr

lit the estahlishment of a ('entral Ihiicau, of an Agricultural

l'!\|>eriiiiental iarm, and ol a de|iaitment devoted toAtjfiicul-

tiiial Statistics, liesides advocating the ( irculation ol handh<Miks

and reports, ;:iid the issue til « top hulletiiis. It is mm ii to he

ho|)ed that helore hm^: these su^rircst ions w ill he lealised, and that

the (entral Dureau will he supph meiittd hv a local one in

each I'rovime. I he ( an idiui < invci nmeiit, iM)Vvever, has not

heen uiimiiidful ol the a;.n i( idtural interests (d the Dominion;
and in a v^um^, and therchire a poor, country it ha;>, hv suhsi-

ncimwwwwiwi


