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All members here and those who will come forward are saving
the country. It is through this interchange of ideas that we will
do that and I thank all my colleagues for their attention and
contribution to this debate.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The time provided for
Private Members’ Business has now expired.

Pursuant to Standing Order 96(1), the order is dropped from
the Order Paper.

ADJOURNMENT PROCEEDINGS

[English]

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

® (1830)
GUN CONTROL

Mr. Bill Graham (Rosedale): Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
having the opportunity of returning to a question which I asked
the Minister of Justice some time ago with respect to the matter
of gun control. f

By way of introduction to this question which I will be asking
again of the minister and pursuing this matter I want to remind
all members of this House of some particularly important
realities we have to bear in mind on this delicate and difficult
issue. That is there is quite a difference in the perceptions of
those who come from rural areas in our country who have
specific interests and specific problems to address with respect
to this debate and those of us who come from urban areas.

I come from an urban area where I want to bring to the
attention of the minister the serious concerns that our fellow
citizens have about this issue.

My riding of Rosedale I know is often associated in the minds
of members of this House and others with the idea of a
residential area of some wealth and some luxury, where we have
many tree-lined streets and gardens. All of my riding is not like
that. Much of my riding is an extremely densely populated urban
area like many other complex dense urban areas in this country.

In that part of the riding we have apartment buildings where
we have a serious problem with violence. We have places where
the violence is related often to drug use. It is often related to
young people and disaffected youth who are easily coming into
contact and possession of firearms.
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In Regent Park which is in my riding during the course of the
last election two young men were shot. Recently bullets have
been fired in that complex area around apartment buildings.
Bullets went right through the window of some perfectly inno-
cent people.

I am not describing a phenomenon that does not exist else-
where in this country. I know from talking to other members and
from talking to various people interested in this issue that this is
a problem which exists elsewhere in this country as well.

The question is what is to be done and what is the minister
going to do. That is the purpose of my question tonight. In
asking that question I want to preface it by saying that when we
look at it from an urban perspective clearly nobody needs long
guns in an urban riding. Nobody needs a rifle or a shotgun living
on Sherbourne Street where I live. The only people who have
such guns are basically those who are are using them for
sporting or for club purposes. There is no reason to have a
handgun unless you are a police officer or a law enforcement
officer.

The question then is how do we stop the cycle of violence we
are looking at in these types of areas. How do we prevent our
communities and ensure that our communities do not become
like the United States where in fact a culture of violence is
inculcated by television and by the media?

I want to address these questions to the minister. Where are
we now on the question of registration of ownership? Where are
we on controls of ammunition sales? Where are we on tougher
restrictions on handguns and the prevention of cheaper guns
coming in from the United States and border controls? Where
are we on a complete ban on assault weapons of any kind? Where
are we in our recognition that perhaps this problem calls out for
a different solution in rural areas than in urban areas? Nobody in
an urban area wants to prevent aboriginal people from carrying
on their traditional way of life. Nobody in an urban area wants to
prevent rural people who live on farms from having the firearms
necessary either to hunt for recreation purposes or even just for
pest control on their farms.

What we are looking for is protection in our urban areas. We
also recognize that this may call for different solutions for
different problems. I would ask the minister if there is any way
in which the department is capable of drafting regulations which
would recognize that fundamental difference between the way
of life of those of us who live in cities and those of us who have
different needs in the rural areas of our vast country.

Mr. Russell MacLellan (Parliamentary Secretary to Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada): Mr. Speak-
er, the government has said it will be bringing before this House
further changes to Canada’s gun control legislation some time
before Christmas. This is a difficult challenge for all of us. [ am
sure that members on all sides of the House will agree with me
that we must work together to find ways to make this legislation
clear and effective but also fair.



