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That is the guis of the report, a commitîce on a non-partisan
basis to cali before il bureaucrats to explain their actions, flot
two years down the road as is the case with publie accounîs,
but now, immediately, a comnîittee flot only to watchdog the
bureaucrats but also to serve as a burr under a minister's
saddle 10 ensure that things get donc, flot delayed, waylaid or
forgotten. Such a eommiîtee also serves the very useful pur-
pose of giving the private sector a place to complain about
arrogant decisions by bureaucrats. As it now stands, those who
make judgments judge themselvcs. Is it flot about tirne Parlia-
ment had jusi a littie bit of its power 10 conirol govcrnment
returned and askcd in a proper forum for detailed answers to
questions involving the control of the civil service in ils regula-
tory funetions?

The minister's answer did flot deal with this vital recommen-
dation of the report. 1 can only say that if the govcrnment
intends to keep the whole proccss of rcgulatory reforin within
the secret cocoon of the minister's office and if it is this
govcrnment's intention to hide the facîs fromi Parliament and
10 aitenîpt the dlean-up in privacy without parliamientary
authoriîy and rcsponsibiliiy being considered, then it surely is
another black mark on an already tarnishcd govcrnmenî that
prefers to do in secret that which should be donc publicly in
the parliamcntary tradition.

* (2205)

May 1 have a response Io the specifie question as 10 the
governmenî s intention wiih respect 10 an open policy and
allowing parliamcniary sunlight mbt the proccss, or, as implied
by the silence of the President of the Treasury Board, is the
process to be carried on secretly and subjeci 10 the inertia of
the bureaucrats?

Parliament nccds answers. Will the governmcnî immnediate-
y set up such a parliamentary commitîce, as the report

suggcsts? Will the government allow Parliament 10 adI as a
watchdlog, as it should? Those are the questions; may 1 have
a nswc rs 7

Mr. Doug Frith (Parliamnentary Secretary to Minister of
National Health and Welfare): Mr. Speaker, may 1 just
outline ai the bcginning the hon. mcmber's concerns because 1
undcrsîand he was a member of the iask force on rcgulaîory
reform. The minisier wanîs 10 point oui îhaî on January 9,
which was only îwo and a haîf weeks afier the report of the
committce was tabled, he wrote to his cabinet colleagues
identifying a number of specifie initiatives in the regulatory
field which he suggestcd bc the government's focus for reform
during the next 18 months. H is role is going 10 bc co-ordinator
for the govcrnmcnt in order t0 encouragc minisiers and their
officiais 10 consider regulaîory change and Io support îhcm in
their efforts.

The first aspect of his work programn, housccleaning of
exisîing legislation and regulations. is an area in which the
minister hopes rapid progress can be made. The first inIent is
Io eliminate unused and ineffective legislation. A bill is now
being prepared t0 repeal obsolete federal legislation, a bill the
minister expeets 10 bc able to introduce in the near future. IHe

furîher urges his colleagues 10 revicw and t0 put forward
proposais for legislative raiionalization.

The second and vcry important aspect of our work programn,
i[Iproving the proccss of regulation, is developcd in our work
programi by a numnber of specific projecîs, including looking aI
the feasibiliîy of an advancc notice sysîem, such as a regulato-
ry agenda, applying the principles underlying the SEJA pro-
grain whcnevcr ncw regulations are being proposed, finding
ways in which federal deparimenis and agencies can imiprove
their evaluation of regulatory programns within the preseni
prograni evaluation procedures, etc. The consensus process and
scîf-regulation as alternatives 10 regulalion, placing greater
emphasis on service t0 the public and on the rclationships
betwecn governiment and ils clientcle, and implemcenting pro-
posais alrcady approved by cabinet and dcsigned 10 reduce the
paper burden imposcd by federal requirenienîs for records
retention are also included.

The special commitîc placed considerable cmphasis on the
role of Parliament in the regulatory proeess. As my colcague,
the President of the Privy Council (M4r. Pinard), indicated in
the House carlier this monîh, parliamenîary reformi is viewed
by the governmenî as a very important malter, aînd work on
proposais that mighî be pîaced before miembers is now under
way. The advice and suggestions of' the special commitice are
being examnined vcry closely, and 1 expeci as wcll that evcry
member of Parliameni will want at some lime 10 review the
ideas presenîed.

Wiîh respect 10 the third aspect of our work prLJgrdmn,
selecti\ e deregulation. the gos cirient v.ill he aided hs' thli
final recommendations of the Fconomic Council of Canada's
report, now expecîcd in laie spring. Pending receipi of' the
couneil's recommendations, I believe ihere is much Iliat can be
donc 10 improve the regulatory proccss.

In conclusion, I believe the govcrnnîenî has movcd with
great rapidity 10 follow up on the special advicc of the commit-
tee on rcgulaîory rcform. I hope 1 can look forward 10 continu-
ing support from boîh sides of this House in the implementa-
tion of these initiatives. Thank you.

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS INVI-STMI NT IN IDRI ION
SIIIPPING GROL P

Mir. Howard Crosby (Halifax West): Mr. Speaker, on
January 15, 1981, I askcd the Minister of Transport (M4r.
Pepin) 10 explain the involvement of the Canadian National
Railways wiîh the CAST shipping group. In 1980 the minister
revealcd that the CNR, wiîh the approval and concurrence of'
the Govcrnment of Canada, invcsîed $50 million in the CAST
group.

CAST operates a north Atlantic container liedt and a
container ternminal ai the port of Montreal. These Canadian
public funds wilI bc used by CAST 10 assisi in financing the
construction of six new container ships. 10 expand the Canadi-
an container terminal in Montreal and 10 acquire equipnîent
and services related lu the îransporting of containerized cargo.
According to the Monircal Gazette the CAST group, with the
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