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Mr. SENN: There is one more point I
should likc to, bring up befora this item
passes. The minister referred to it a moment
age. Since the new regulations. came into
effect and a $3 premium is being paid for
grade A bacon and $2 for grade B tbe local
butchers have been practically put out of
business. 1 know the minister bas had repre-
sentations made to hlm by the local butchers
because they find thamseives unable to buy
their hogs and pay the premium owing te
the hogs not being gcaded. Representation
was mnade to me fromn one particular county
askîng that a local grader be providad if a
hundred hogs or more could be found in that
locality for grading purpeses. If that were
done the farmers could seli thair hogs to the
local butelhers who in turn could seil to the
local trada in the smaller towns and villages,
and the farmer would enjey the premium. In
nine (casea out of ten if the farmer does not
get the prcmium he will not sali to the local
butcher. Has the minister given any tbought
to any scheme which would help out the
local butcher in this way? As conditions are
now it means that thay are baing practically
put eut of business. The trade is ail being
driven into the hands of the packing bouses.
It la aIl very well te say that we need the
bogs for bacon for Britain. It saems too bad
that the Canadian people have toeact the
lower grades ef pork aIl the time, cither
lights or heavies or ethar classes whicb can
be purc'nased and xvhich weuld net get any
prernîum in any event.

Mr. GARDINER: Wae did give considera-
tien te that mnatter wx'ien the present plan
wvas set up. The provision we made was that
whcrever an average ef fifty hegs are being
slaughtered each week-

Mr. SENN"ý: Inon0e plant?

Mr. GARDINER: To one plant at any
oe place. If twe or three butchers could
make arrangements te have their bogs
slaughtared at one place the government
would provida an inspecter who would check
the hogs. There must be some limitation
somcwhere. It la net possible te have gev-
ernment inspecters fer baîf a dozen a week
er tani a week, and thé point at which. we
made the division was fifty. We say that
whera there is an average of fifty hogs a week
being slaughtered we make provision for
inspection. There are some places wbere it
is most difficult cven te carry eut that
arrangement, and that is because of the nature
of the plant that la provided in wbich the
kiiling is done. It is impossible te, bave
killing donc just in any place, eut in a shed
tîjat la put up on soine facm or in soe smail
place where the facilities are net sncb as would
take cace of the sanitarv conditions. These
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hegs must be preperly inspected and proper
care taken with regard te disease before they
are turned into the packing plants where food
is being provided for se many people. Some
caca bas te be taken witb regard te that.
Apnrt fcrnm that 1 think the matter bas been.
dealt with fairly satisfactorily. In the last
few rnenths I have feund soe cemplaint in
Ontario. I have bad butchers cerne te me,
haîf a dezen at a point, and diseuss the matter,
but most of the difficulties that have arisen
have beau corrected, te, a degcee at least.

After having said that I will say that I tbink
most butchers in most parts of Canada are
getting their supplies in the samne way tbat
they always got tbem, and that under the
ceiling prices whicb are arranged i0 the
different parts of Canada they can buy pos-
sibly mnostly off-grade hogs, and can pay a
sufficiently higb price for them under the
ceilings te ba able te carry on their butcher
business and cater te the kind of trade which
they bave in their district. I quite agrea that
in places where there is a packing plant and
whera there is a number of people wbe kilI
in a smaîl way roundabeut it is more difficult
for these men te carry on than it is in soîne
other sections; but again it is easier for those
men te, make arrangements to have their hogs
kiiled in the packing plant if there is one 10
their vicinity. Tharefere the mattar is taken
cace of in that way. One difflculty that I
have run inte. and where it bas been aimost
impossible te make satisfactory arrangements,
is where persons desire te kill 10 plants whose
facilities ara sucb that the packing plants
would net allow those hog te cerne in fer
pcocessing because of what might happen i0
connection with their wbole food produets.

Mc. SENN: 1 was net making a plea for
hogs that are going loto the packing plants
aftac having 'been slaugbtered. I fully realize
the difficulties that are in the way. It is
vecy difficult te get geveroment graders te go
out te ail these smaîl places, but I had a
proposition put up te me the other day. I do
not k now llowv the ministtc wvould cuesider it,
buit this is what it was. Soe local man wbe
is a fairly good judge of heg carcasses or the
agricultural representative i0 the county
ceuld go a-round oe day a week te eight or
tan ef those bouses that are slaughtering for
local censumption. and if ha grades those hogs
and shows that they are entitled te a premium
as A's or B's that could ha accomplished
witheut very mucb difficulty. There are
usualiy men 1n each of those places who are
pechaps just as good judges of hog carcasses
as the gevernment graders. Tbey could ha
hired very easily as part-time inspectors, say
oe day a week, te go areund and grade the
hogs. If that were done it would be very
much te the benefit of the local butcher wbo


