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,particuýlarly until the budget. came down, en~d
,the government's new taxes caime dawn, the
time the government's brand nçw modified
tariff policy wes produced, the figures ran
juat the saine as the year befere: .3,015;
2,780; 3,328 ;--coming ta April 5,309, and
then 5,253. The end of the year though
,witnessed a figure of seven thousend for the
first time in many a long day. The aiverage
for the yeer 1922 was 5,198 per mnth. HRon.
gentlemen iâi sSe thm4 the clouds were not
passing away; on the contrary, towards the end
of the year they :were thickening and bTinging
littie canif rt to my friends opposite. In
1923 for the fret three months the figures
were 7,863; 7,312; 8,898. About then came the
gecond budget, and I ask that these figures be
considered by themselvoe. Commencing with
April 1923 they run 16,317; 18,M5; 18,87;
16,310;16,6M5; 16,874; 15,858; 20,98; 17,552,
or an average from. April on of 17»55 per
month. This is the fine fruit and fiower cf
the policy of han, gentlemen opposite, this
is the bright illuminating sun that dawned
as acon as they got their stride and a chance
ta implement their giorious policies!

Nor did these figures teli1 the whole tale.
Everybady knows--none know it better than
the memibers cf the goverinent themselves-
that the actuel number cf those wha have
gene frein our Maritime provinces, from aur
central provinces and freni aur West as well,
even in the face cf a multipiied fanm pro-
duetion, fa far vester than thoee figures reveal.
This is the state cf affairs we are labouring
under now, this is the crowning evidence of
that prasperity proclaimed in the Speech
frein the Throne and in the address cf the
hon. member for Cape Breton North and
Victoria (Mr. Kelly).

Did hon. gentlemen make any other effort
last year to bring about better conditions?
If se, what has been their success? I often
wonder if this session is ta witness a
repetition of thie grotesque futility cf the
sessions that have gene. We have had saine
legialation from this administration. I do net
sec much reference ta it in this remarkeble
Speech frein the Throne. For exainple, we
had Wheat Board legisiation frein this gev-
erinent in an ettempt to relieve conditions
in the West. They were going te answer the
dem-and cf western Canada as it ought to be
answered, and they put on Wheat Board
iegîslatian which was te help the western
farmer ta get hîs crop te the market et the
lewest expense and secure hum the biggest
return. Se they paased the W'heat Board bill
for onc year, with pawer te renew it for

another year. There it stayed for a year,
and then they passed an erder in council to
renew it for another yeer. They empowered
themselves te appoint a 'board ta take care
cf the wheat cf the western farmer. Well, I
do not need te sey this board was xiever
appointed. The legialation remained there,
but nothing further was ever done, and now I
de net sec any promise that it is gaing te be
renewed.

Do han, gentlemen te my left realize the
herror cf this situation? With what shrieks
cf despair thie eleuds wculd be pierced in
western Canada if the fermera there under-
stcod that that precieus jewel cf legisiation,
thc Wheat Board Act, was gcing te pais into
oute arns-lHow frightful the prospect!
No more Wheat Boa.rd legialation frein the
gevernient of Han. Mackenzie King. The
farinera have ta handie the thing theinselves,
and do the best they can, ebandened by the
administratian that promiaed theni so much.
If ever there was e gald brick .paimed off an
innocent electors, it was the Wheat Board
legialatien cf this governinent.

Then they tried their hand again. They
passed last session what I thfnk is called an
Inland Freight Rates Reguletien Bill, by
which they were geing te control freight rates
an the Great Lakes. I wonder how many
'hon, gentlemen have read the tragic history
cf that legisIatien. 0f course, it was preceded
by a commission-auch has been the enthe-
dcx plan ever eince .'this anti-commisaion
gaverninent came inte power-and with the
custcmary fiourish cf trumpets the bill
became iaw. This bill compelled ail these
transgressera, these iniquiteus vessel-owners,
who they said had been exterting money
unduly frein the western fariner, those
men who in 1922 teck millions ini addition te
ail that had been paid for freight carniage
on the lakes i 1921; those who had absorbed
the Crcwsnest pass reductien and put it i
their peekets, the bill compelled ahl those
tragressera te file their tarifas with the
Grain Commission before they could charge
anything. The Grain Commission was to have
power to neduce thein ta such a level as they
thought ta be just te the man who naised
the grain. Well, the early consequences ail cf
us necall. The American boats, net being
unden the jurisdiction cf Canadian law, simply
nefused te comply. They fled the field; they
conflned thexaselves te American trafflc. The
business was thus given te the Canadian
beats, and they had a menopcly. The whele
traffic they had and a mcnepoly they enjcyed;
and the Mînister cf Labour, with that Coma-
bines Investigation bill, set silently in his


