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Pro portional Representation

The allegation has been made that propor-
tional representation is un-British. I hap-
pened to, hear this statement at a meeting
of the Social Service Council of Canada a
short time ago in the Chateau Laurier, and
Mr. Gisborne, who was Parliamentary Coun-
sel for many years, combatted the idea very
definitely and emphatically on that occasion.
I fancy the evidence which I have already
given as to the action bemng taken in Great
Britain, and the fact that the Australasian coun-
tries are generally committed to this reform,
constitute a pretty effective rejoinder to that
criticism. 1 have here a certified copy of an
interview that took place in Saskatoon-not
long ago. The date of the letter enclosmng
the certified copy is December 4. 1 read as
follows:

"The proportional representation single transferable
vote bas undoubtedly praved a great success in
Barkatnon," says Mr. M. C. Tomlinson, city clark.
"First it bas stimulated greater intereat in the rie-
tion. Laqt year there was practically 5,000 votes
polied, while the highest number at any prevlous
election was 3,00.

Secondly, it was found thst there were fewer spoilec
ballots under this system than umder the old.

PrioZ to the election lst year we heard on a&H
aides that numerous ballots would be spoiled by the
voters, chiefly due ta the western chties having a large
foreign population.

This waa not the rase. The percentage of relj'cted
ballot papers under the P.R. system was actually
lower than 1was the case with the X-marked ballot,
when votera were called upon ta mark their ballot
papers for more than one candidate. This would lead
ane to believe that the P.R. system las easier for the
elector than the nId.

Although this was the city'a first election under the
P.R. qstem, the rarrying out of the votera' wishes as
expreased on the ballots proved to be a vcry simple
procesa.

The new aystem has won favour with the city
ceouncil, the press, and the public. Thera are a few
objectoret, of course, but they are very faw."

I. have here a copy of a letter from the
Secretary of the British Proportional Repre-
sentation Society, Mr. Humphreys, to the
secretary of the Canadian society, in which he
says in part:

P.R. bas neyer been an much discussed in England
as it bas since our recent general election.

I do not know that at the present juncture
I should say anything further. I should be
very glad indeed to hear any further objections
that can be made to the proportional repre-
sentation system, and I shall do my best to
meet those objections when my turn cornes.

Mr. IADNER: Mr. Speaker, I arn sure
that the hon. member who proposes this
motion has taken a great deal of inteýest in
the suhject and is thoroughly informed with
regard ta it. I wish to put to, him a few
questions concernîng phases of the subject with
which he did not deal, at least so, far as I
could hear him.

The first question is: Does the hon. mem-
ber net distinguish between municipal gov-
ernment and its operations, on the one hand,
and the federal system of government, or gov-
ernnient by majority rule and cabinet respon-
sibility, on the other hand? The second
question is: Does he consider that the
application of proportional representation to
our system of government will have the effeet
of dissipating cabinet unity and cabinet
responsibility to the House?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. meinber who
proposes the resolution stated in lis last
sentence that he would like to hear from
other hon. members who have objections to,
offer or suggestions to make regarding the
subi ect matter of his motion. If he speaks
now, that will close the debate. I tbink some
other hon. members are desirous of spealdng
on the resolution; and if that is the case they
rnust do so hefore the proposer of the motion
replies and thus closes the debate.

Mr. GOOD: I shall be pleased to answer
the question later or now, whatever is the
desire of bon. members.

Mr. A. W. NEILL (Comox-Aiberni): Mr.
Speaker, while I arn heartîly in sympathy with
the last resalution that we passed regarding
the alternative vote, I would like ta point out
one effeet of the present resolution. The
mover calîs upon the gavernment ta con-
stitute one or more multi-membered con-
stituencies. I would suggest that the word
"urban" should be put in there; otherwise
this is what would happen: The hon. mover
af the resolution suggested that a multi-mem-
bered constituency might appropriately con-
sist of five ordinary constituencies. In Brit-
ish Columbia that might include the con-
stîtuencies of Skeena, Cariboo, Camox-
Aiberni, Yale and, we will say, East Kootenay,
constituting, I should say roughly, seventy-five
per cent ai British Columbia. I do not think
that any af the members for the districts I
have mentioned would contradict me when I
say that ta make an ordinary canvass--not
from house ta bouse, but by the holding
of meetings at which two or three score af
people could be got together--six months
might reasonably be required in respect af
any one of these constituencies. I arn quite
sure that the members for Cariboo and
Skeena will bear me out ini that; I myself
can speak for Comox-Alberni. Can one con-
ceive ai the work that wauld be imposed
on a candidate-especially a new candidate,
because he would be unknown-in attempting
a personal canvass of five constituencies the
size ai those represented by the ordinary


