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Mr. BOYER: (Translation.) I hope 'the
hon. member will rid himself of that habit
into which he has fallen of continually and
recklessly offering suggestions. He should
abide by past experience. Once more,
agricultuxral fairs are under the control of
the local governments, the Dominion
government has nothing at all to do with
them.

If district and county exhibitions were
under the control of the Dominion Govern-
ment, I would give him this wairning: Be-
fore venturing to offer grants, however good
your motive in doing so, see to lb that the
moneys which you are about to distribute
are spent so as to give the results which
you anticipaîte. Indeed, 'the islightest ac-
quaintance with the manner in which
things are managed in connection with
some of these district exhibitions through-
out the country will convince one that
they are mere business ventures subsidized
bv the Dominion or provincial governments.
Then again, a large number of those
county -exhibitions are in no sense whatever
doing the practical illustration work to
which the hon. member for iChambly and
Verchlères referred, and young men do not
congregate there to obtain inspiration from
the achievements of their elders. They are
rather an annual meet for amateurs of
horse-racing and other various sports which
agricultural societies allow on their girounds.
I myself visited last year in the province
of Quebec agricultural fairs which were
agricultural in naine only, and -were never-
theless attended by thousands.

iMv. RAINVILLE: (Translaltion.) Not in
Chambly-Verchères.

Mir. BOYER: (Translation.) 'iat may
be. Chambly-Verchères is already in a
pretty bad plight. The lon. member will
pardon me but I am not enthusiastic as
regards exhibitions. I say again that I
would rather favour a measure whereby
our parliament would asslist in establish-
ing model farms throughout the country,
and give field demonstrations. -Exhibitions
give satisfactory results, provided they are
properly managed, and some counties
profit imnmensely through them. But to
ensure such iresults in every case, a cam-
paign would have to be carried on by the
provincial governments with the assistance
of practical farmers, so as to find out what
1s the cause of the unrest prevailing and
apply the proper iremedy.

The hon. gentleman from Chambly and
Verchères deplores the exodus of the country
people towards the cities. He is certaimly
right, and in this connection he quoted
the following verse:
Remettez en honneur le soc de la charrue;
Repeuplez la campagne au dépens dela rue;

Grevez d'impôts la ville et dégrevez les
champs,

Ayez moins de bourgeois et plus de paysans.

The hon. gentleman designates as place
seekers the country people who flock to
the cities. But if he really wished to de-
teot the reason for this exodus, we would not
be long in ascertaining what it ls. If the
country is deserted, farm houses abandoned,
left untilled, it is an easy matter for him
to discover why. Let him go through the
factories in Montreal, for instance, he
will see that ninety per cent of the hands
have come from the country places. In-
dustries and the varions municipal services
have appealed to the country for more
labour. It seems that salaries are higher
there and the exodus bas begun and con-
tinues in the absence of any counteracting
influences.

The hon. geutleman grew enthusiastic
yesterday over the country's wealth, its
inmmnse industrial possibilitics, and then
turning around lie wept over the sad
fate of the farmer. He might properly have
Mnsistei on the immense fortunes accumi
lted by manufacturers, through the dogged
labour of those country people who have
given up the pleugh shares to confine them-
selves in factories. Excessive protection
I>y enriching manufacturers has impover-
iqhed the country folks. In the first place.
it made farn labour scarcer; and then,
through exc.essive duties on the necessaries
(f life, it mado life dearer to them.

In 1911, the Liberal government suh-
mitted to the people ai equitable measure
towards correcting the evil, I mean recipro-
city. Now, would not that hon. member,
who worries over the fate of these humble
workers, have been more consistent if at
the time he had sided with the farming
community? He might then have parodied
the verses he quoted in the following
manner:
Remettez en honneur la base de la nation;
Repeuplez la campagne au dépens de la pro-

tection,
Grevez d'impôts la ville et degrevez les

champs.
Ayez moins de millionaires et plus de pay-

sans.
Sir, while 1 am on my feet, I am anxious

to inform the Horse of the infamous prac-
tices I have been the witness of during the
Macdonald by-election. Indeed, I am one
of the poor victims who almost left their
bores in that constituency. I had been
invitel to taire a hand i.1 that election.
I prooeeded thereto in a very peaceful
mood. I was there as a free citizen in a
frce country, and believing I had the right
in that part of Canada te emit ntramelled
ry p'litical views before the electors of
Macdonald

I had gone bite that constituency to sup-
port Mr. Richardson, who was the recipro-


