
FEBRUARY 15, 1910 3M4

When the German programme is completed
Germany will have a fleet of 33 Dreadnoughts.
That fleet will be the most powerful the world
has ever seen. This imposes upon us the
neoessity of rebuilding the whole of the fleet.
That is the situation. If we were to fali into
a position of inferiority we should cease to
count for anything amonget the nations of
Europe and we 6hould be fortunate if our
liberty were Ieft, aud we did not become the
conscript appendage of some stronger power.
That is a brutal way of stating the case; but
it is the truth.

These are the words not of a jingo, but
of Sir Edward Grey the present Foreign Sec-
retary, which Dractically in affect were re-
peated by Mr. Asquith who described the
situation as:

Moet grave, and to us not only miforeseen,
but unexpected.

1 think that isi proof that a fleet without
a Dreadnought is practically useless and
that it is not an addition to, the war
strength of the navy iu tima of war. The
hon. Postmaster General delivered an elo-
quent speech the other day which we al]
very much admirad as f ar as its eloquence
was concerned, but which contained a
goodly numbar of misrapresentations. That
hion. gentleman, swelling. himself, said:
This is the thîrd occasion upon which Can-
ada is rushing to the support o! the mother-
land. The first was in the tariff of 1897,
brought down to this House, in which we
gave a British preference, the second was
when we sent our troope to South Africa, and
the third was when we brought down this
navy Bill. Let us deal with these seriatixa.
In the *first place I challenge the hion. gen-
tleman to show -oua expression in the tariff
of 1897 that gave a preferenca to Great Bni-
tain. That tarif! contained a reciprocal
clause, but whila the hon. gentleman was
not a member of the goveîmment, althougb
a member of tha House, the presant Fin-
ance Minister (Mr. Fielding) and his col-
leaguas took particular pains to explain ta
the mambers of tha Housa that any nation
in the world might have the advantage of
that raciprocal clause. It was pointed oui
by every lion. gentleman on this side of
the House that it would be impossible tc
grant a British praference under that pro.
vision of the Tarif! Act. But hon. gentle
men opposite knew it ail and it was nol
until British diplomacy, which in years
gone by was ridiculed so much by the
'Prime Ministar, had helped them out o:
-the hole into which their blundaring legis
lation had got them, that they were en
ablad later on to giva a British prafereuce
So that, the hon. Postmaster General wai
not accurate when ha said that in 189'
they gave a British praferenca. But was. i
the prefarence which had been promise(
the people by the right hon. Prime Minis
tar> I have here tha London speech of thi
Prime Minister in which hie told the elec

tors that hie ivas just es much in favour
of a prefarence ns was Sir Charles Tupper.
H1e stated that one o! the first things
hie would do when returned to power would
be to send a commission to England to
negotiate a mutual preferential treaty, but
within forty-eight hours after hae landad in
England he broke faith with the people o!
Canada and hae advised the English people
not to grant us a prefereuca, aud not to
have anythiug to do with the obnoxious
policy of protection which was the curse
o! Canada, but which by the way hie bas
retained as a principle of bis fiscal policy
down to the present hour. I say hae ha-
trayed the people o! Canada; I say that
any one who acted as ha did in the ordin-
ary business relations of lifa, would ha
found guilty of false pretenses, in that the
rigbt hion, gentleman sacured the support
o! the people of Canada on his pledge of
praferential trade, whicb on being returned
to power hie absolutely repudiated. The
Postmaater General must think that the
people of Canada ara blest with a very
short memory when hae daims credit to
t-biB government for sending Canadian
troopa to7 South Africa. We do not forgat
the Prime Minister's Chieago interview in
which ha stated that the Militia Act would
not permit Canada to seud volunteers be-
yond the confines o! our own country, that
the constitution would not permit it, that
thera was no appropriation, and that par-
liament would have to be callad. We do
not forgat the interviews and editorials in
the Toronto 'Globe' to the samae effect. Wa
do n-ot forgat that a colleague o! the Prime
Ministar stated in the province o! Quebec
that not a man sud not a gun would ha
sant by the Canadian govarnment to as-
sist thea motharland in South Africa. We
do not forget that Sir Charle Tupper, the
leader of the ýConservativa party, wired Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, pladging him the support
o! the 'Conservative party if hae sent the
tro2ps to South Africa, nor do wa forget
thift lu raply to the talegrams o! the Mont-
real Star' sent to the mayors o! avery
city, town sud village the universal re-

- sponsa came back: Baund our boys to the
- front. We know that it was only whan
tforcad by overwhelming public opinion that

the Prime Minister yialdad and that Can-
ada was able to participate with England

f in that campaign. Wer kuow that than the
- Prime Minister want down to the province

-of Quebac and that ha practically apologized
for permitting Canadians to enlist and

Sfigbt in the British army. Wa had Mr.
7 Bourassa, wben a Liberal iu the House,
t telling tha whole story o! that war somns
Iyaars ago, sud the character of the cam-
-paigu that was carriad on in Quebea. Mr.

e Bourassa told us that thare was a large sec-
- tion o! Quebac opposed to -the sending of


