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last fall, are entitled to representation ln
tlie local House ?

Mr. LAKE. WhY did not the 'Minister
of tlie Interior makre that tlie basis of tue
distribution of seats?

Mr. LAMONT. As a matter of fact, does
tlie lion. gentleman tliink tliey sliould be re-
presented?

Mr. LAKE. I certalnly tlilnk the popula-
tion of this country should be represented
in the legisîntive assembly no matter who
tliey are. One man's vote sliould be just as
good as another.

Mr. LAMONT. Even altliough tliey have
nlot been long enoughl n the district te vote?

Mr. LAKE. The lion, gentleman will have
an opportunlty in a moment or two of mak-
ing bis speech. In one of lis constituen-
dles, to which they are only given one mem-
ber, and whicli cast a very large number of
votes last year, the district of Saltcoats,
there were upwards of 11,000 inhabitants.
Shoul they not have a proportionate say
in the representation of the country just ns
well as the other new settiers. If the hon.
gentleman will take one basis and go on
that throughout, 1 arn willing to support
him. I believe the fairest basis to ne just
now the number of votes placed on the voters'
llst by the officiais of the Dominion govern-
ment on the 3rd of November last. Here Is
another comparison I would like to make
before sitting down. Ten southern consti-
tuencies cast upwards of 1,100 votes each-
one of them as high as 2,500. There are
tliree northern constituencies whicli. group-
ed together, did not cast 1,000 votes among
tliem. That appears to me an extraordiaary
condition of affairs. The tliree northern
constituencies are Redberry, Humboldt and
Prince Ai'bert. Prince Albert city and Prince
Albert rural district get a very ample re-
presentation-far more than they are en-
titled to on an even distribution. I miglit
refer to that question of Prince Albert
which I mentioned just now. Prince Al-
bert, city and country together, cast 1,026
votes. There is another constituency in the
northern part of the district, the district
of Kinîstino, which the government proposes
to ferrm. That district lias an area, outside
of Athabaska altogether, of 25,000 square
miles odd. The two districts of Prince Al-
bert have between them only an area of
6,555 square miles. The vote cast in the
district of Kinistîýno was 1,029. That Is
to say, even witli that enormons area the
vote cast in the district of Kinistino was
lu excess of that cast ln the two
constituencies alongeide, to whlcli the gov-
ernment proposes to give two representa-
tives. I may have something more to say
on this matter later on. For the present 1
shahl content myself witli submittlug wliat
1 consider a fair and moderate criticlsm on
the question before the commrittee.

Mr. SCOTT. My lion. frlend's criticlem
on the Saskatchewan redistribution scbedule

is very much milder tlian a great deal
of the criticisms we have seen in the Con-
servative press throughout the country dur-
ing the past three or four months, or sorne
of the criticisms we have heard in tbis
House. I think it was the hon. gentleman'5
leader who said that he found ln these dis-
tribution schedules the worst gerrymander
that had ever been perpetrated anywliere in
the world, even the United States.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. 1 was not speaking
of this one. I was speaking of Alberta, and
may speak of this one presently.

Mr. SCOTT. I arn very glad to flnd the
lion, gentleman much more disposed to agree
that the Saskatchewan sehedule is fair.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. You will flnd out
about tliat.

Mr. SCOTT. My bon. friend fromi Qu*Ap-
pelle (Mr. Lake) feels disposed to make bis
critieism milder. He lias within recent days
taken the responsibility of making a map
and lias found that It is mucli more difficuit
to make a proper distribution than offer
critlcism. Wlien lie spoke a few evenings
ago ln criticismn of the Saskatchiewan sehe-
dule, he was liorrifled to find the area of
the district of Maple Creek in comparisofi
with the area of tlie district of Rosthern.
I arn surprised to find that in the mai-

Mr. LAKE. The hon. gentleman is not
givlng a fair estimate of my remarks on
that point. 1 compared the area and the
vote.

Mr. SCOTT. For wliat purpose?

Mr. LAKE. Tlie two together.

Mr. SCOTT. My lion. friend asked the
committee to look at the area of Maple
Creek in comparison with the district of
Rostliern. I find upon lis own map that
lie has actually added to the area of Maple
Creek by sometbing over 6,000 square miles.
And ln the district of Rosthern be lias ent
off a township or two and actually makes
it smaller than it is in the seliedule pre-
sented by the government. I finid aiso tbat
one of bis pet districts, the district of Wol-
seley, whlch is certainly not a very large
district even upion tlie government map, lie
lias reduced by some three townships. Wol-
seley did not cast a very large vote elther
last faîl. They didn't have a large regis-
tered vote last faîl. And, consulting other
statistics, we are led to believe that the
population of Wolseley lias nlot been ln-
creasing as fast as that of otlier places.

Mr. LAKE. How many votes were cut
off the district of Wolseley ?

Mr. SCOTT. If my lion. friend (Mr.
Lake) found a district that was not ex-
ceptionally large, that was, ln fact, rather
on the smail side, whicli did nlot cast a
vote last faîl equal to the average, what
was his purpose iu reducing the size? 1 arn
flot offering these observations in criticism
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