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With regard to the trade question, our
representatives reaffirmed the principle of
preferential trade and urged its adoption by
the colonies and the motherland, reserving
the right, in the event of this change of
policy within the empire not materializing,
to take such steps as they deemed expe-
dient. I may say, Sir, that while our leaders
were sitting behind closed doors, we of
lesser responsibilities had excellent oppor-
tunities of gauging the political sentiment
of the rank and file throughout all parts
of the empire—at least from every state,
province and dominion in the self-govern-
ing parts of that empire—and delighted
were we to find that the splendid men
from Ceylon and the Cape, from New Zea-
land and Australia, stand heart and hand
with wus, seeing eye to eye, willing and
eager for a lasting partnership with Britain,
but too much of British blood to stand for
one moment the slightest imputation of in-
feriority, building up in each new nation
upon the sure foundation of equality a
patriotism and a loyalty as wide and as
deep as those seas Britannia rules. Tried
in the furnace seven times heated these men
have proved their worth, worth which ought
never to have been doubted, for their blood
is of the best, their environment of the best.
No slum-bred men they, but for the most
part each a laird on his own broad acres,
independent of all save law and order and
God, like the true British yeomen of old.

Now, I come to the question of the Alaskan
Boundary Commission. That commission is
intended to deal with the dispute between
Canada and the United States regarding the
boundaries in that far away part of North
America, concerning which both nations are
now at variance. At any time the discovery
of rich gold deposits in those territories and
the consequent inrush of miners might lead
to a conflict of jurisdiction which would be
most irritating and dangerous to the people
of both countries, and therefore we view
with satisfaction the appointment of this
commission. We wish in Canada to live
on terms of peace with the other nations of
the world. We do not want one single foot
of the territory of the United States, but
I say with equal emphasis that we do not
want the United States to take one single
foot of the soil of Canada, and so we are
well content with the scope of this com-
mission which has to do with the ascer-
tainment of what is a matter of consider-
able difficulty, but after all is only one of
fact, and that is the deciding of where the
boundary line actually runs. It is true that
finality may not after all be reached for
the reason that the jurists from each country
who are to sit on this comission are
equal in number.

But why borrow trouble ? This much at
least we know, that the present attitude of
the United States, from the standpoint of
friendliness, is far different from the posi-
tion maintained by it for so many years

in contending that there was nothing at
all to arbitrate. So we say that even
should this commission fail, it is quite
possible that the door would be left ajar
for the entry of some other commission,
the results of which may be and we hope
will be, more satisfactory.

Now, Sir, for me fto sit down with no
mention of domestic concerns, concerns
which more nearly affect us than those
imperial matters on which I have been
touching, interesting as the latter are,
would indeed, in my opinion, be a mistake.
And first let me say a brief word as to the
very satisfactory influx of immigrants now
pouring into Canada. We have, as you
know, vast areas of fertile, habitable land
for which we must have a population if
Canada is to take her place, as we con-
fidently expect her to take her place, one
day among the great nations of the world.
But, Sir, in my opinion there is something
even more important than the rapid settle-
ment of (Canada, and that is the proper
settlement of Canada. I would infinitely
rather see people coming into Canada be-
longing to those two great races which
hitherto have colonized our land, than to
see it filling up with off-scourings from
the cities of foreign countries, the very
class of people we do not want.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes, Mr. Speaker,
that is not only my sentiment, but I be-
lieve it is the sentiment of everybody on
this side of the House, including the hon.
Minister of the Interior (Hon. Mr. Sifton),
who takes care that our settlers are all
of the best. To what class do I refer,
in chief ? The settlers that we are after
are those able to till the fertile land of
the Territories and Manitoba, yes, and of
new Ontario and new Quebec, for we must
not forget the undeveloped resources of the
older provinces in our enthusiasm for the
new. These settlers we want, and these
gettlers we are getting in many cases
farmers with some means besides their
own strong right arm, means which will
enable them more rapidly to make wealth
in time to come. And from what places
are we getting these settlers ? From the
inhabitants of the British Isles and the
United States mainly, men living under in-
stitutions similar to our own, men speaking
the same language, so that in a very few
years they will be equally good Canadian
citizens with ourselves; and we will not
have to wait, one, two or three generations
for the complete assimilation of these peo-
ple.

Now, Sir, the main and most important
question for these new settlers, and for
the old settlers too, for that matter, is the
question of transportation. To what end
the raising of 200 million bushels of wheat
in the west unless the farmers there can



