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With regard to the trade question, our
representatives reaffirmed the principle of
preferentiai trade and urged Its adoption by
the colonies and the motherland, reserving
the right, li the event of this change of
policy wltbin the empire flot materlallzing,
to take such steps as they deemed expe-
dient. I may say, Sir, that whle our leaders
were sittlng behind closed doors, we of
lesser responsibilities had excellent oppor-
tunities of gauging the political sentiment
of the rank and file throughout ail parts
of the empire-at least from every state,
province and dominion in the self-govern-
Ing parts of that empire-and delighted
were we to find that the splendid men
from -Ceylon and-the Cape, from New Zea-
land and Australia, stand heart and band
with us, seelng eye to eye, wiiiing and
eager for a iaetlng partnership with Britain,
but too much of Britishi biood to stand for
one moment the slightest Imputation of in-
feriorlty, building Up in each new natiôn
upon the sure foundation of equality a
patriotisma and a loyalty as wide and as
deep as those seas Britannia rules. Tried
li the furnace seven times heated these men
have proved their worth, worth which ought
neyer to have been doubted, for their blood
le of the best, their environment of the best
No slum-bred men they, but for the most
part each a lalrd on hie own broad acres,
Independent of ail save law and order and
God, like the true British yeomen of oid.

Now, I come to the question of the Âlaskan
Boundary Commission. That commission la
Intended to deal wlth the dispute between
Canada and the United States regarding the
boundarles In that far away part of North
America, concernlng whlch both nations are
now at variance. At any time the discovery
of rlch goid deposite In those territories and
the consequent lnrush of miners mlght lead
to a conffict of juriediction which would be
mosit Irrltatlng and dangerous to the people
of both countries, and therefore we view
with satisfaction the appointment of this
commission. We wish Iu Canada to live
on terrme of peace with thxe other nations of
the world. We do not want one single foot
of the territory of the United States, but
I say with equal emphasis that we do not
want the United States to, take one single
foot of thxe soil of Canada, and so we are
well content wlth the scope of this com-
mission which bas to do with the ascer-
talnment of what le a matter of consider-
able difficuity, but after ail is only one of
fact, and that ls the decidlng of where the
boundary Uine actually runs. It le truc that
finality may not after ail be reacixed for
the reason that the juriste from each country
who are to sit on this comision are
equal Ini number.

But why borrow trouble ?l This much at
least we know, tha-t the present attitude of
the United States, from the standpoInt of
friendlinese, is far different from the posi-
tion maintained by I.t for so many years

In contending thait there wae nothing at
ail to arbitrate. So we say that even
shouid tbia commission fail, Ui les quite
possible that the door wonid 'be left ajar
for the entry of some other commission,
the resuits of w*hich may be and we hope
wIll be, more atisfactory.

Now, Sir, for nme to sit down with no
mention of domestý1c concerne, concerne
which more nearly affect us than those
Imperial matters on whlch I have been
touching, Interesting as the latter are,
would Indeed, In my opinion, be a mistake.
And tir8t let me say a brief word as to the
very eatisfactory Influx of immigrants now
pouring inîto Canada. We have, as you
know, vast areas of fertile, habitable land
for which we muet have -a population If
Canada le to take ber place, as we con-
fidently expect ber to take ber place, one
day among the great nations ot the world.
But, Sir, In my opinion there ie eomething
even -more Important than the rapid settie-
ment of Canada, end that le the proper
settlement of Canada. 1 wouid Infinltely
rather see .people comlng Into Canada be-
lonýging to those two great races which
hitherto have colonlzed our land, than to
see lIt filflng Up with off-scourings from
the cîties of foreiga countries, the very
clase of people we do not want.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes, Mr. Speaker,

that le not oniy my sentiment, but 1 be-
Ileve lt le the sentiment of everybody on
this aide cf the House, Inciuding the bon.
Mixileter of the Interior (Hon. Mr. Slfton),
who takes care that our settiers are ail
of the beet. To what clasa do I refer,
la -ohief ? The settiere that we are after
are those able to tiil the fertile land cf
the Territories and Manitoba, yes, and of
new Ontario and new Québec, for we muet
not forget the undeveloped rescurces of the
older provinces In our enthusiasm for thxe
new. These settiers 'we want, and these
settiers we are getting xI many cases
farmers with. some, means besides. their
own strong right arm, means wblch wiIl
enabie them -more rapiday te make weaith
lin time to come. And froni wthat places
are we getting these settlers ? Prom the
Inhabitants of the British Ilies and the
United States mainiy, meni living under la-
stitutions simllar to our own, *men speàking
the seme language, so that lui a very few
years they wlll be equally good Canadian
citizens witb oureelves ; and we will not
have to -walt, one, two or three generations
for the complete essimllatlon cf these peo-
pie.

Now, Sir, the main and most Important
question for these new eettiere, and for
the oid settiers toc, for that matter, le the
question of transportation. To whait end
the ralelng of 200 million bushels of wheat
lu the weet unlees the farmers there can


