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The question is iîew on

MNr. A. C. BELL (Plctonu. Mr. Speaker,
ihe Importcnce et this meusure xviii he a
r-uffliciint justification tor resuming tor a
short time tUe discussion et its previsions

t Iis stage et tUe Bill wben Ris meost
preper anci cenvenlient to discuss it in its
entivety. Genîcrals spealcing it must nu-
questioably be admitteci by tUe p)eople ef
cUis counrcry undi the miembers eft dus lieuse
thattbis i-i n niersuve et the- very utuîest
impovtanc-e. It is reuliy a very great mea-
sure. Judging it hy ils finalicial chqacter
Lt is ver3- clear chat It is the meist importanrt
mensure chat bus ever heen submnitted te
the parliamerît et this country hy the pue-
sent administration ancd one et tue inesi
important tbat bas ever teen suhmitteîi te
the Canadiani parliament. lient-e, Lt is weil
ut this stage et the preceedings, tht-t is on
tuking the motion fer the second reading
et this measure, te discuss it lng nanner
w-hidi w-euld net ho proper xvben we coe
te censider it in detail in Cemmittee et the
Whole lieuse. New, h sheulci think the
first tbing that w-euid strike members et this
lieuse andi tire people et this c-ountry iii
censidering this miensure lis its very grent
extexît and che vr-y great bcîrden tUaI. uir-
questienahly, w-iii be imiposeci upe» the fiîu-
unces eltînet et tUe country, or ef the t-oi-
pt-ny if it is carvieci te ceînpictieni A trans-
centinîental vailw-ay w-e have uchiex-ec ai-
rendy. Tht- building et the Caîrudian Ila
cific Liiway troîn tue peurt at rvýlit-b it
started. 1 înay sasY a long9 w-ny tow-nrds the
centre et tUe coîntinent. wns n vers great
iveri et its kinîc. Sçtili. Ibis was net an uîî-
dertuicing spanninig the wboie -onîtiînent as
this proposition new hefere. the LLeuse is.
se that. even as cempared witb tire Canin
dit-n Pacifie Railway, the Transconîtinental
Raiiw-ay Bill w-bit-h the rihlt beî.Prm
Minister ("Ir Wilfridi Laurier) basprosc
te this Heuse is a mensure inveiving a w-rk
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Il rut Ns more extensive and <w-eu greacer
thuni the Canadian Pacifie Liailway, a Tverk
xvhich w-e ail kniow to, have becîï so mt-)>
!'o the genex-al advuntage ot Canada. WVe
in hae not been standing stillinl Canada iu
tii' mialter et ruilway construction. -Whule
w e liai tire Cairadian Pacifie Railway w 11hi
ils connections ancd branches ln casterii Ct-il-
ada auj pavticularl3- ils cenettien with
tire huant-b which reaches the Atlantic- aI
St. John, w-hile we bai w bat \vas lu very
trnth, in its la sI stages a transcontinental
rvay alon> the A)tlintit- te, tire Pacifie, a
i:iilw y unitîg the w-att-vs eft 11e l o
oct-ans. tUe greaýter part et wbich w-as cOiit
strncted on Canadia> sou., w-e weve net eon-
tint-c to Ibat altogether, bt-cause iii tht- Cana-
dilau -Nortlîevni a reac wlricb hias been mn-
der rvay for st-ne years, altlîeurs it di noc
cotilifile. pt-rhups. wi11h tht- ambitions
unte et a trunscontinentni vailway, ner did
lis owîîiers andc these w'lio w-ere pvemetiag
its interests andi dviving alenig the projett
reveal te tire people et Canadla or te the
werld. in thet- irst instance, tirat tht-y pro-
poseci te Ceommnit tbemiselves te the -ohîstrue(l
tien et anether transcontinental railwiiv ire
have a vailivay w-uith is very rapiclly ns-
suming tire character et a tranîscointinental
railrvay, et tht- se-onci transcontinental rail-
w'ny line in Canada. Lt is iîow appveachinig
Edînenton anîd has its plans, as I ami in-
teried, avrangeci for the extension eft cie
rend tvomi Edmoniton te a peint ou the P-
cit- semew-here in the vieiniity et the poit
which it is propeseci te ho reacheci hy tUe
rend te, he ceiistructed under the Bill noix
hefere the lIeuse. In easterii Canada cire
Cunadian Neutherun Iailway hias large con-
net-tiens undi lias uctuully lit ihe present
time, as I nan intermed, vent-bcd tUe peit
et Quebec, ene et the objective poinîts et
tUe greut work whicli it is prepeseci te nc-
complisb by the Bill new betore tbe Hoeuc.
Hence, we have actuaily 01ne 'raniscontinien,-
taî Railwavy iu tull operacien and -xve hure
anether wbich, with a reasenuble umeunt
et assistancee o11 cte part et the- ge evuent,
will become a second transcon tiniental1 rail-
way at a very early date. That heing the
case it is a littie dîfiscuit te, explain te the
people et this t-ountry wbevein lies tUe Ur-
genît necessity et providing for xvhat I may
t-ail a third transcontinîental railway fer
a people numhering six millions as the righbt
lin. lrime 'Miniscer describes the ptepic
et this country te he in his opening speech
e» tis subjeet. Lt seenîs. te me that six
millions et people miglit be satisfied with
less tbaîî three transcontinental railways
anîd it w'euld aise scem as if it migbt ho
dIfficuit tor six millions et people, occupy-
ing an ciiermous extent et territery andi
eîily partialis and incffectively eccupylng&

nioud îreperly utilize tue means et trans-j iei.taùt-n afferdeci by tbrce vailways efthi
(ass anîd t-lai-acter et tht-se w-bit-h w' ave

i (,-n *inagenl lu building and w uit-h ie ave
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