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I w ould re fe r honourable  M em bers also to c itation  310 of Beauchesne, 
th ird  edition, w hich says:

It is no t im pera tive  for the  M inister of Justice  or th e  Solicitor 
G eneral to rep ly  to questions seeking inform ation upon legal points 
arising  out of m easures before parliam ent or re la ting  to m a tte rs  of public 
in terest. They are  th e  legal advisers of the governm ent and  in  th a t 
capacity a re  confidential officers, and nothing could be m ore inconvenient 
th an  th a t they  should be liable to be in terrogated  by m em bers as to 
th e  advice they  have  given or m ay be called upon to  give to any 
departm en t of governm ent, or as to th e ir opinion upon the  construction 
of a sta tu te  or o ther docum ent, o r upon abstract questions of law  w hich 
need to be jud icially  determ ined.

The honourable M em ber for Kam loops fu rth e r asked me, and  I quote 
his w ords as they  appear a t page 6179 of Hansard  for Ju ly  15, 1955:

T herefore I ask  you, sir, under the  precedent of citation  445 in 
Beauchesne, second edition, to  see th a t the  necessary o rder is m ade 
discharging th is  o rder so th a t another re tu rn  in  corrected  form  m ay 
be b rought down.

M ay I say im m ediately  th a t in  m y view  never a t any  tim e can th e  Speaker 
m ake an o rder d ischarging an  order of the House. The only w ay  to  discharge 
an  order of the  House is for a M em ber to move th a t an  o rder be discharged. 
Of course, in  th is case, one cannot move to discharge an  o rder w hich has a lready  
been executed. C itation 395 of Beauchesne’s th ird  edition  tells us th a t once 
a  docum ent has been placed on the  tab le  and recorded in  th e  Journals, it 
becomes th e  p roperty  of th e  House. A n action to discharge an  order for 
re tu rn  m ust be m ade before the  re tu rn  is to be tab led  on the  sam e basis as, 
according to citations 665 and 666 of Beauchesne’s th ird  edition, m otion to dis
charge orders affecting the  progress of bills are  made.

Furtherm ore , a m otion to  discharge an order is sim ilar to  a m otion to 
w ith d raw  and w ould have to  be m ade, I believe, according to  standing order 
53, by unanim ous consent of th e  House. The honourable M em ber re fe rred  
to  citations 445 and 450 of B eauchesne’s second edition w hich are  citations 388 
and  389 of B eauchesne’s th ird  edition. These citations re fe r  to  specific cases 
w here inform ation sought has no t all been provided or w here  inform ation 
having  been sought w as not given. I t  states how  th e  House asserts its 
au th o rity  to obtain satisfaction  for th e  fulfillm ent of its orders. The w ording 
of these citations is tak en  from  May. If honourable M em bers look a t May, 
e ith e r the  th irte en th  edition  a t pages 621 and 622 or the  fifteenth edition at 
pages 256 and  258, honourable  M em bers w ill find th a t a t the  bottom  of the 
page th e re  a re  footnotes w hich re fe r to the  Journals and  Hansard  from  w hich 
these  specific cases w ere ex tracted . I took the trouble, and found it  very  
in teresting , to go in to  th e  Jo u rna ls  of 1834, 1835, 1841, 1876 and 1820, and 
also Hansard  for these various periods. I find th a t the  House ordered certa in  
officers to  produce certa in  docum ents. In  one case it  w as the  clerk  of the 
peace of C arnarvon. The reason th e  clerk  was not producing the docum ents 
w as because he fe lt th e  expense for producing such docum ent should be paid  
by  th e  House, w hereas a m em ber suggested it  should be paid  by the M em ber 
who m oved the  m otion. In  ano ther case, the  m an involved was a w itness 
who had  appeared  before a com m ittee and had refused to produce a book 
w hich w as in  his possession.


