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By July 22nd the delegates had adopted a constitution establish-
ing the World Health Organizatiôn as a specialized agency operating under

the Economic and Social Council . The functions and responsibilities of
the health assembly, the exnoutive board and the secretariat were defined .
It •was agreed that the new organization should take over t hea~ a-h

functions of the Lea^;ue of Nations, the health section o~i YMA ar id l' OPfic

International d'F~►gi~no Publique,, and that negotiations shoulkl be begun witr•'
the An-Ar.ierioan Sanitary Bureau .

Perhaps I should mention at-this point that the World Health Or-
ganiaation is open to non-members of the United Nations and that the con-
stitution was signed by ten countries not members of the United Nations as
well as by the 61 countries then members of it .

These 6 ; states aiso agreed to the appointment of an interim
cotnmission,oi' 18 membqos . to carry on until at least 25 nations had ratified
World Health Organisation's constitution and thereby brought it into legal
existenoe . s

At the first session of the interim oommission Canada's close link
with the development of the urganization was further reoog .nised in the
choice of a Canadian as dxeoiztive seoretary ., The chairman of the interim

;- ..oonm ►iesion in a Juguslav, Dr . Stampar .

It so happened that l'arliament was still in session, and it was
possible for the Yiorld Health Organisation's constitution to be submitted
to it for consideration at onoo . Thus it came about that Canada had the
further distinction ôf beinr, the fi rat nation ±`orawlly to join this new
international agenoy.

It vrould be todious to rtetail for you all the legal points in the
constitution. But let us glance for a moment at a few of the organisation i
funotions, keeping always in mind that they are on the international level .

,, .

It is to stimulate and advance work to eradicate epidemic, endenic

and other diseases . It is to p romote, in oo-operation with other speoiali E .

agencies where neoesaary, the i :nprovement of nutrition, sanitation, houei rw

reoreation, economic or working conditions and other aspects of environment a

hygiene. It is authorissd to promote and conduct research in health proble:

and to assist in develop iasnt of an informed public opinion among 6. 11 peoplc

on matters of health . Most important of all, it is to act as the direotir4,

and oo-ordinating authority in international health work and thus to replaoc

the patchwork of organizations previously in operation .

Truly a new horizon has been opened for health l

The seoorci sei srion of t he interim commission was marked by further

progress . Comittees r.ere set up to d eal with a variety of health problens,

specifically malaria, yellow fever, venorCal disease, aaraotios and quarant :=

requ btions ., An indication of the wide range of world hoalth problochs is to

be found in the appointment of a group to study regulations on pilgrimageeS

Canada was elected to membership on three oomss►ittees, chief of which is the

one on administration and :'ir ,inoe . The other two are those to study the

VNR?.A budget for health projecte and to prepare reoommendations reg arding a

permanent headquarters . The next session of the interim commission opens : :

Geneva on Uaroh 81st .

Obviously the 'dorld Health Organisation cannot operate euooeesfull;

in a vacuum . It is riot a scientific oddity to be preserved in a jar f or

the curious t o gaze upon . Rother, it is a living part of our social order,

and its growth and development depend to no small extent on the strength

given it by its member states .


