
business and a closed door which denies meaningftul access for the rest of civil society.Civil societYs role is relegated to each respective country, limniting its influence on a
herisphcuic level
The group underscored the importance of participation of civil society in the Suminnt andFTAA processes, involving varjous fomis of participation. T'his includes an approach thatseeks fornial representation in the negotiations, as well as another pursuing alternativecivil society networks that participate in the process "frorn the outside."* The group stressed the importance of arficulating alternatives to challenge the notion thatthec neoliberal model is the only viable one. It is crucial to present alterative proposals tothose issued at the Santiago Suznmit through an alternative summnit of socialorganizations. Thus, as a main priority, Canadian civil society should work together wfthgroups from other countries to, expand hemisphenc social alliances.* While the. govennent of Canada consults to somne extent with its civil society, in othercounties, govenuments tend to adopt the. roi. of caretakers of the interests of theirrespective societies. Canada's recognition of labour and social forums mnight help toovercomne civil socictys isolation.

* Appropriate, structures should bc set up to permit civil society Io inform policy decisionson an ongoing basis. Civil society organizations (and flot just indivichials) shouldi bciepresen:d in these structures. Relevant issues should b. mntegrated rather thacompartmentaljzcl (thus, focus consultations on general trade policy directions ratherdma on separate consultations on the trade aspects of APEC, FTAA, WTO, and 80 on).

Key Recomm ndafions Rdatéd To 7h7w Conndzwîdon
* Public policy consultations filce this one are genuinely welcomecd. However, what isneeded is civil society participation ini decision-making. Thus, consultations should b.interactive processes of exobange with elected officiais and govemment officers (and flotjust a on. way flow of information from the participants to the govmrmen4 where theparticipants neyer lcnow what bappened - if anything - (o their recommendations).* Participation should be oipen to organizations of civil society - and flot just to


