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High Cowmnssion snd Plenipotentiaries, Hamilton Fish, See-
retary of State; Robert Cumming Schenck, Envoy Extraor-
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain; Samuel
Nelson, an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States; Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar, of Massachusetts;
and George Henry, Williams, of Oregon.

"And the said Plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged
their full powers, which were found to be in due and proper
form, have agreed to and concluded the following Articles:

Article I. Whereas differences have arisen between the
Government of the United States and the Government of Her
Britannic Majesty, and still exist, growing out of the Acts com-
mitted: by the several vessels which have given rise to the
claims generically known as the Alabama Clamls '

And whereas Her Britannic Majesty has authorized her
High Commissioners and Plenipotentiaries to express in a
friendly spirit, the regret felt by Her Majesty’s Government for
the escape, under whatever circumstances, of thedlabama and
other vessels from British ports, and for the depredations com-
mitted by those vessels;

Now, In order to remove and adjust all complaints and
claims on the part of the United States, and to provide for the

. speedy settlement of such claims, which are not admitted by

Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, the High Contracting
Parties agree that all the said claims, growing out of Acts com-
mitted by the aforesaid vessels, and genmerically known as the

~ Alabame Claims, shall be referred to a tribunal of arbitration

to be composed of five arbitrators to be appointed in the fol-
lowing manner, that is to say: one shall be named by Her
Britannic Majesty; one shall be named by the President of
the United States; Iis Majesty the King of Italy shall be
requested to name one; the President of the Swiss Confedera-
tion shall be requested to name one; and His Majesty the
Emperor of Brazil shall be requested to name one. :

In case of the death, absence, or mcapamty to serve of any
or either of the said AI‘blfI'atOI‘a, or in the event of either of
the said Arbitrators omitting or declining or ceasing to act as
such, Her Britannic Majesty, or the President of the United
States, or His Majesty the King of Italy, or the President of
the ‘Swiss' Confederation, or His Majesty the Emperor of
Brazil, as the case may be, may forthwith nime another per-




