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It would seem that those who supply this pernicious litera- | what is meant by upright than they |
ture to poison and dwarf the minds of our pupils are not | slope of 45° or 60°, = -
even capable of writing correct Euglish. This trash has | 2. What position of the body fa
the effect of transporting the young reader from the realities | writing without in any way affecting (i
of every day life and placing him in an imaginary health or development? e
world full of impossible dresms and bewitching shadows. The direct * central.” The be
This imaginary existence possesses for him all the
appearance of real life in -addition to the fascination of the
opium smoker's dream. He sees life through the rose-
colored light of imagination, uncontrolled by any effort of
reason. It is & kind of intoxication. It unfits him for the
duties and struggles of ordinary life, aad at the same time
gives him a distaste for that exertion necessary to success,
He is always expecting the inevitable prince or princess, by
whose advent and favor he is to rise superior to the trials
and cares of existence—waiting for the *‘ fickle dame” to
fling a fortune st his feet. His mind loses tone, fancy
pictumukethephoeohummljﬁqludwdw*—
forming his allotted tasks bravely and earning success, he
passes his days, like Micawber, *‘ waiting for something to
turn up.” There is but one remedy for this false idea of
life's duties. and that, like most remedies, consists in pre-
vention rather than cure. His taste for good literature
must be formed and trained from the start by association with
the works of standard authors.

‘¢ We should accustom the mind to keep the best company
by introducing to it only the best books.” Pupils should |
have the best and nothing else. * They should see nothing,
hear nothing, read nothing, but the best.” By a careful |
_selection of what is beautiful, by rigidly banishing what is
pernicious, by a never-ceasing vigilance in both directions,
be will, in time, come to despise the coarse expressions—
the slang—the lies of the sensational story, and fix his affec-
tions on those authors who appeal to the purer and nobler
attributes of his intellect. When that time comes it may
safely be left to their influence to mould his language and | the
djirect his thoughts. ‘Nmmo. |
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Vertical Writing.

1. Are the advantages of vertical writing such as to justify [
its adoption by all the Halifax schoolst St

In my opinion they are. The following are sosne of the | to teac
arguments in favor of its adoption: : :

(a) The posture to be assumed for vertical writing being
 central,” . e., directly in front of the writer, is the best | 1
from & hygienic point of view, There is least inclination to | of
twist the spinal column, and the rays of. vision from both | omis
eyes converge upon the writing. If the writing be placed |
to the right or left of the ceutral line, there must be an un-
even strain on the sight of the right or left eye, as the case
m‘y “. & o i e e,

(b) Vertical writing is more legible than sloping writing, | use
and more nearly resembles print. : e

(¢) It is more uniform and symmetrical in appearanc | blacl
When the writing slopes the slightest change of posture | nev
gives a different slope. Not so with vertical writing, as it |
is always at right angles to the line of direction. .- |

(d) It is casier taught., Children sooner comprehend |
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