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Notes on English Literature.
By ELEANOR ROBINSON.
’ Cranford.

Notes and suggestions for teaching * Cranford”:
I hardly know whether to be more dismayed or
amused at the task of telling any one how to teach
“Cranford.” Can a book like this be ‘““taught’’?
What can we want our pupils to learn about such
a book? Nothing, surely, but to love it. And for
that, let them read and read and re-read it. If you
love it yourself, and read it with them, dwelling
on your favourite bits of it, letting your genuine
pleasure be quietly evident, some of them are sure
to find it to their liking, and to profit in mind and
heart by getting familiar with such a true and
charming picture of life. If you 'do not, yourself,
know it well enough to delight in it, still read it
with them, bringing to your reading the patient

and humble mind which we must all bring to our

communion with good books.

I am tempted to quote the words of a famous
teacher on this subject.

“The thing is to have the pupils with the
teacher’s help and guidance, commune with the
author while in class, and quietly drink in the

‘sense and spirit of " his workmanship. Such

communing together of teacher and pupils with
the mind of a good book cannot but be highly
fruitful to them both; an interplay of fine sympa-
thies and inspirations will soon spring up between
them, and pleasant surprises of truth and good
will be stealing over them. . . . Unless I can
get the pupil to be happy in such communion, I
am unhappy myself; and this, I suppose, because
it is naturally unpleasant to see people standing
in the presence and repeating the words of that
which is good, and tasting no sweetness therein.

For ‘what is noble should be sweet,’ and ought, .

if possible, to be bound up with none but pleasant

associations;. that so delight and love may hold (

the mind in perpetual communion with the sprmgs
of health and joy.'—Henry Hudson. .

So I should try to read “Cranford’ st:anght
through .with the class, as sympathetically as
possible. I should set no formal exercises, and
ask no questions except such as rise naturally out

of the reading. Very little explanation of words,
references, or allusions will be necessary. 1 think

that some of the qualities.of the book that I should
try to lead the pupils to. feel-—not necessarily to
name—are these:
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I. The very wonderful truthfulness of the
characterization. The people all have their faults
and foibles, some of them are very petty
generous and noble, but none al;g pel’fett}‘ﬁ"
wicked. o

II. The loving spirit in which they
descnbed ’l’helr creator se& ali leir o

smile at them, but never unkmdly r ~
III. The prominence gnven to ads of
and unselﬁshness '




