THE

| What hook hiave vou ever rewd that vou liked
hetter ! .

0 What Look hoove vou ever read that vou did not
ke ! ‘

0 Wl did vou not ke qu?

i |1 _\ul] Wele v en money to ‘ill\' HY iumk Vvou }IJ[\(‘

never read, what book would vou huy !

Teachers were requested to introduce the questions as
norevular exeregs no way to arouse the child
vens suspiescnssvach papor was to be accompanied by
the age and sex of the puptl the name being 11!|i11|}»«>!'{—
it Asarules however the name was pat on as upon
ANY COmposttion exereise,

The teachers i the city who were asked to use the
svilibis readily responded, and aclarge number of papers
were sent in From these the returns which 1 shall
[vr«-u-nl W '»}H.unwl

The papers were sent inearly in February last, so
that the vecords cover a period of about five months.
The total number of papers examined was 2,989, con-
tuning the rephies of 1O bovs and 1478 girls. The
nges l|'[nl"\'-l|"wl are from Y '”4 150

I compihimg results, answers to the first two ques-
tions hive recenved the largest amount of attention.
For convenienee in classitication the books  reported
were referred to one of the I‘!»ll'l\\i!l'_’ heads : “I,\'[nl"\',
biography, fiction, travel adventure, science and poetry.
[ adhering to this classitication it was often diticult to
decide under just what head a civen book should be
l'l:lw'vi Lo 1N te cise of “ul)ill\nn (‘I‘ll\“t‘,” -\}I“lll’]
it vo under the head of fiction or of adventure, or in
that of the almost equally popular hook, « The Boys of
767 <hould it be elassed as history or as adventure !
As i rule, all ordinary children’s stories, as well as the
standard works of fiction, were  denominated fiction :
and those books which were either histories, or which
made the historic interest most prominent, were classed
as history: while under adventure were ]»I;uw] those
books in which stiiking, ~stirving scenes of daring made
the most pronnment featares, The reasons given for
liking the books also furnished a guide to the classi-
fication.  Dut it must he confessed that in many cases
the titles alone furnished the clew to classification, such
titles as = The Wild Hunter of the Mountains,” and
“len Years inoa Man 'I‘I.‘xy-.” e, )will: \‘ll”i('it'llll.\‘
sSugrestive,

In answer 1o the tirst question, the names of the
books civen were supposed to represent the total read-
ine done during the previons five months. - On-a num-
ber of paperss however, after a st was given, were
added such statements as and forty more,” and a
number 1 ean’t remember,” <o we must not conclude
that the records obtained give an accurate statement of
all the haoks vead by the pupils whose papers have been
examined A< it is the total number of names of
books sent in amonnted to 16,7800 making an average
per pupil of 260 The mumber read by individual pupils,
according to the lists viven, varied from wone In some
twenty-five cises, to oo siofy in the case of one Miss of
thirteen.

An examination of the actual number of books read
at the different awes, shows the number read per I»ll])il.
in the case of hoth hovs and girls, is least at the age of
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nine, and greatest at the age of fifteen ; a gradual rise
inamount being noticeable throughout ; the only breaks
in the scale of ascendency being in the case of the hoys
at the age of twelve, and of the girls at the age of four-
teen.  The average number of books reported as read,
varies in the case of the boys from 3.6 at the age of
nine, to 6.3 at the age of fifteen ; and, in the case of
the girls, from 4.6 to 6.4, Only at the age of fourteen
do the boys exceed in number of books read.

Table showing the ¢rand total of books read by pupils
at the different ages, according to classes :
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Age 9 22015 246 7 11 10 & .319‘ 90,3.6
10 =8| 55 402 16 58 30 6 655 153/4.3

w11 21R100 861 25 116 37 24 1381 249/5.5
12 263}131 945 44 15/»4 47| 351659 326/5.0
130 3191111] 959 69 426 42 42196%] 344)5.7
14 2691080 840 52 167 33] 49 1518 2575.9
15 119 38 261 15 97 | 40 579 926.3

| _ _
1208558 4514 228 1069 208 204 R079 1511 5.3

Grirls.
Age 9 oxl 15 433 6 5 13 3 503 1104.6
100 7H 42 T49 140 13 31 27 951| 169)5.6
‘ 11 109 4R 1477010 33 23 381738 2905.7
“O 120 142 981809, 36 37 33 662221 367 6.0
“ 13 100 6X13200 46 35 21 571647 2716.1
14 73 29 RO2{ 16 19 7 581004 1765.7
“ 15 49017 472 7 100 2 39; 596  956.4
e s o | Y, FOU S, S —
5763177062135 152130 288 8660 14785.8

Total pupils, 2,989 ; total books, 16,739
The grand totals, with the percentages for each class,

read as follows :

Boys. | Girls.

L f,,__l o
No.  Per c¢int l No. iPer cent.

B i
Fiction, . ... ... 4514 h5H.8 7062 1.5
History, 1208 16 | 576 6.6
Adventure, 1069 1.3.2; 152 1.7
Biography, .. — HOR 6.9 317 3.6
Travel, 298 48 135 1.5
Sclence, J s . 08 2.6 130 1.5
P(th'}', R i s 204 2.6 ISR 3.3

As micht have been conjectured, the girls are in ex-
cess of the bovs in two lines only - fiction and poetry.
In the cases of both boys and girls, fiction stands
highest ; but the ratio between fiction and history,
which in both cases stands next highest, is in the case




