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"A SORAP 'F PÂPER"
The Board of Railway Commissioners of Canada, has

always been consldered by the Canadian Municipal Jour-
nal, as well as by the public*generally, as one of the best
institutions that was ever created in the Dominion, and
it bas been'recognized as standing for the rights of the
public, as agalnst the dlaiMS of private corporations, and
as having been guided in its decisions by equity, rather
than mere legal teclinicalities. This was very markedly
the case under the lâte Chairman.

But a recent decislin of the Board causes some wonder
as to the reasons Which underlie It, and, some a;t least of
the reasons whloh are given by the CiaJiman, do flot quite
coincide with those prînciples of business which are sup-
poSed tu govern those who desire tu aet In a straightforward
manner.

The case Is that of the application of the Montreal and
Southern Councties Raîlway Co., for permission to increase
their passenger and freiglit tariffs.

The Company runs an electrlc service fromn Montreal,
over the Victoria Bridge, through several municipalities,
partlY over is own lines and Partly over those of the. C.
V. BRy., the mileage being a littie over 52.

The Chairmnan, in his Judgmeflt, stsxtet that the share
capital is $1,O00,000; but does not say liow mnuoh of this is'
paid-up, which is important in discussing the question of
whether the business ie a payiflg orle. Nor does lie say
that the bulk of the shares are owned by the Grand Trunk
Railway, which is important, in view of the fact that
the Grand Trunk charges tolîs for using the Bridge, whicli,
the Chairman admits, it "might be necessary to scrutinize
more clearly." Nor does lie state that the tolls paîd to,
the Central Vermont Rallway also paid to the Grand Trunk,
whlch controls that Comipany.

Referring to the toîls over the Bridge, the Chairman,
says that it ie "undoutbedly a very expensive structure,
and the duty is imposed upon the G. T. Ry. Of mnaintaining
that part of the bridge usea by the Electric Ry co. -But
lie does not recal1 the fact that the Victoria Jubilee Bridge
was~ paid for out 0f the public funds, as the late Chairman
of the Railway Company stated at the meeting of is share-
holders.

Thus the M. & S. C. Ry. Co., becomes a subsldiary r
pany to the Grand Trunk, paying to tlie Grand Trunk tolîs
for the use of the Bridge, and for the C. V. Ry. tracce.

It therefore appears that, so long as tlie Grand Trunk
gets its income from tolîs, it does flot miatter mucli about
also gettlng dividende on the shares tliat it owns.

But the most serlous part of the judgment is that set-
ting aside the agreemuent made between the Company ani
the Corporation of the Town of St. I.aUibert. By this,
a franchise was granted by the Town, one clause of whicli
was the fixing of rates for passengers. But because other
municipalities did not have the foresight Vo make sucli
agreements, and are therefore subject to alterationI at tlie
decision of the Board, therefore the Chairmnan rules tliat
the agreement between St. Lambert and the Comnpany is
to be set aside, la fact, it becomes merely a "Scrap o,
pape?' whlch, like thnt which blnds the Huns, le only of
value so long as it suits one of the parties te its term,

The Chairinan rules that its "jurlediction Over rates
is not shared by one conferred on munîcipalîties.," That
is, that it does not msitter what sort of a franchise is agreed
upon between a municipality and transPortation Company,

BOLSHEVIKI DOCTRINE$.
Boîsheviki doctrines have brouglit Russia down fromn one

0f the greatest food producing countries on the globe to a
conditions of starvation. Drunk with liberty, which Vhey
did not understand, filled with Idealistic notions about the
lequality of man, and lacking individual initiative, produc-
tion in Russia lias practically ceased, according to the evi-
dences reaching the outside world. Transportation and dis-
tribution is so disorganized that even were the peasants of
tle land producing their usual amnount of foodstuffs, Vhe
people in the manufacturing population would still be witli-
out tle'necsssary food supplies o sustain tliem in safety
and comfort. 'Unless the peuple of Russia steady down and
organise themeselves or allow other authorities to organise
tliem, there is the posslbility of one of the most stupendous
disasters to a nation and a great people that ever occurred
in hlstory. Without'authority for whom tliey have f sar
and respect, the Russian peasant seems to be witlout mo-
tive or initiative. We read of peasants in their anger
against the property holding closs of the late aristocrat re-
gime, destroying not only the personal effects of the flo-
bility and the Owning class, but tle vsry crops whici -they
liad tlemselves under the former social organization pro-
duced for the nation at large. In their re-action agalnst
property o'wning, tleY have destroyed 'the goose that laid
the golden eggs. We readl of pensants In certain villages
liaving gone to such extremes as tu seize the cattîs of the
local land QWner, now deposed, f lay tliem alive and turn
them boOss. Without the old motive of compulsion to cul-
tivate tlie land for the land-owner, now that the land lias
reverted to the peasants and they themselves are the own-
ers, they have negleoted to work and to produce tlie neces-
saries of lîfe. To suoli a pass le the nation drifting that;
recent diepatches have reported that the so-called Govern-
ment of prssent-day Russia Is sending plenopetentlarles to
China, tle formerly desPised and so-callsd decadent neigh-
bor to the east, to mnake arrangements for provisions to
tide tliem over netx winter. It ls difficult to imagine China,
one of the most dsnsely popuînîsd areas la the world, lv-
ing largely Oni rice and very meagre fare, haviag suffleent
surplus ýto fsed 150,000,000 People in starving Russia.

Bolshevism is sometimes quotsd in thle country as an
ideal, worthy of imitation. The pass to which Russia has
drlfted is a warning that Bolshevlsm and insanity are not
very far apart. The nation that wlU weatlier the storm
of this war the best, is the nation that organises most
efficlently and displînes itself most strictly. Produotion
must be carrlsd on to a lirait of Our power. Destructive
crlticismu and PettY fault-finding are weaknesses and dan-
gers. Unity of purpose and constituted leadership is es-
sential. It 15 a case of a strong pull, a long pull and a pull
altogether. Men must be found for the army, for munition
maklng and for food production, Non-essential industries
must provide men for essential industries. Womsen ln thia
country must take the places of men to thie lirait of their
power when called upon. Farmers must recognise the
necessities of war and the publie in generni must unite to
save the liarvsst of 1 l3 l8.-Exchange.

WOOD YARDS.
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