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Editorial &fomments. the equality of Greek, French or German, but certainly
nothing has been said on the much more important ques-

<oy

1T the last meeting of the Senate a statute was
passed providing that in the pass course
Greek or French and German be required in
each year of the course instead of two of the
three as now. This change is no less impor-
More ~ tant than surprising; what it involves will be
whichapparent after consideration of the phases through
this question has passed. Let us review them.
n hen the first regulation on the subject was made we
en 01t1 say, but as far back as 1880 it was felt that pass
in should know something of French or German before
"’Ogug grantgd their degree, for the regulation was then in
thl‘eeel that in the first and second years some fwo of the
therq anguages, Greek, French, German, should be taken ;

in Was a slight difference in the second, the pass men
mang required to read the honor work of French or Ger-
they,, (Ut to take only a pass standing. At the same time
Fre: Was the option of Hebrew in place of either the
aﬂe‘:tch or German, but this is a minor matter and does not
-TEekt e question at issue. Thus, a pass man might take

erm and French without the German or Greek and
takin an without the French ; he had the furthe1j option of
the 8 French in place of the Greek or German In place of
than tfeek. Plainly Greek was considered nothing more
Yearg he equal of French or German in the first and second
tey >+ This is the way the matter has stood for the past
ti Years until last spring when a change was made. ~ Up
f°urthen no options had been allowed in the third and
the,, *years; Latin and Greek were required. The Senate
Coyy. SECIded to allow an option in these years and of
Yearg .the same one that they had been allowing for many
Germ In the first and second. The equality of French,
the oan and Greek having been thus long recognized in
higherwer years, the same principle was applied in the
f“rth' The regulation was made that in the third and
twy . Years and consequently throughout the whole course

Yoy the three languages French, German and Greek

Yquajjp, © fequired. ~This was in no way a question of the

has Y or inequality of the three languages, for this, as
q y guag

Merg ®en shown, had been decided long before; it was
f%rthy a Question of making the practice in the third and
Qegiy, byears conform to that of the first and second—a very
e thing indeed.

gy, the last enactment of the Senate changes all this
m&n Psets everything that has been the practice for so
l&airs};ears; it takes us back to the position in which
r‘?!\ridetood ten or fifteen years ago. The new regulation
w_hde*r S that Greek or French and German be required.
thl-th‘)llt ke new law, therefore, a man can get his degree
g 1o owing a word of either French or German—a
hig is one has been able to do during the past decade.
:pp‘)sed Undoubtedly a retrograde step, one distinctly
t&sit 0"0 the whole tendency of the age. Can the Uni-
wity yporonto afford to take such a step? And why
la'hen(:eh hat reasons have been shown? When and
hih Uage as the new light come to show that the modern
Tﬁ ery esda"ED’t equally as necessary and as useful to the
tg,. Sign; ﬁucated man as Greek, or, in fact, the Classics ?
wWiseg o rcance of such an action and its effects on the
'eahsed and curriculum cannot have been thoroughly
&2 in t}?r ther@ would certainly have been some discus-
”lsj o € public press. True, there has been a one:sxded
in The Educational Monthly of the question of

tion of whether the University of Toronto ought to
graduate men in Arts without requiring a knowledge of at
least one of the two greatest living languages.

Should the question be re-opened, of which there is
every prospect, there will probably be a more thorough
discussion and this retrograde regulation, it is to be hoped,

repealed.

The second year students in all the honor departments
except Classics, Orientals and Modern Language have a
grievance. They are required to take second year pass
German, and they say that the work laid down in the cur-
riculum is very much more than they can do, and they
therefore propose to petition again to be relieved of some
of it. We cannot but have a fellow-feeling for our brethren
in distress, and cannot help hoping that they may be suc-
cessful ; their case certainly deserves to be considered with
attention—even with leniency. There are, however, a few
points suggested by such an action as the sophomores have
taken, to which we wish to refer. There seems to be no
question as to whether German should or should not be
required of those taking honors in the second year ; every
one will admit that, in making it compulsory in all but two
courses and optional in these, the Senate did what was
right. The only question is as to the amount of work
required. The petitioners claim that there is too much of
it, and that what there is is very difficult. There is cer-
tainly more than ever has been on before, and some works
that were formerly honor works are now on as pass work ;
on the other hand, the first year and matriculation work
has been increased correspondingly, so that the conditions
of these examinations being fulfilled, there is no especial
difficulty in the second year work.

But are these conditions fulfilled and can they be?
The latter certainly, but the former probably not. Itis
this fact that gives weight to the petition. To a great
extent the petitioners know very little about German ;
perhaps very few of them, if put to the test now, could
take more than a bare pass at matriculation, and yet they
have to take second year work. ~What does this mean ?
It means that to-day almost the rudiments of French and
German are being taught in the University—a most absurd
but yet, under existing circumstance, a necessary proceed-
ing.” And why necessary ? One reason is that a student
can matriculate by taking Latin and Greek without the
necessity of either French or German. But the real cause
is behind this. The fault lies in the Collegiate Institutes
and High Schools and in the methods of teaching there.
Without wishing to reflect in any way on _the good wox:k
done by the teachers in those institutions it must be s_.aud
that to them is greatly due the state of affairs that exists
in the University., For the most part the departmental
rather than the matriculation examination is made the aim
of most students of the great majority of these schools.
Boys and girls with no particular aim other than the
acquirement of a good education are, '1mmed1ately. after
passing the entrance, directed to take third-class certificate
work. _ Passing this they proceed to second-class and then
decide to go to the University. Coming up weak in one
department of their honor work they are weak students
throughout their course; or not having taken the.nght
languages for their after course they find themselves in the
position that the second year students are to-day. And




