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Momen tgy

etter | y excitement was caused , by the publication of a

of this Ille(t):e of: the leading New York dailies. The writ;(?r
littlo b Oefr‘tg(we a copy of the correspondence bet‘\'veen‘lns
and g, m):mb weflve years old, wh'o w'l'o.te z).t;' ‘}ns dictation,
aying tha (}31‘)0 the difterent universities. l.he boy wrote
oW £ o] TL hzmd received very little education ; he knew
work Siln{l Tnyd write, ha'd 1'ea(.i a little history and c.ould
could a}: e ]e'.ssons in zu-mhmetlc ; h_e w.anted to know if he
einfor?mé 9d l}s matriculation examination, nr'ld' desired to
the et as‘ to what chances he had of obtmn’mg adeg{‘ee.
otir, fr;’wels were encouraging, one espeela}ly, which,
No Onz ) ‘ln lvnemory, read as follpws : ““ Come right along.
as ever come to us and failed to take a degree.”
o uCatZ'(‘Jhﬂfis t}‘l.ings have changed since then, but ftrom an
ain chm-; Elfff'ucfmn we learn that, roughly speaking, the
given ty » :Hcllstlcs uf American education are the attention
o mind‘ c 0\vy‘curr1culum rather than to the training of
his i ,erlt;amTlllllg and a lmnente}blg want of thoronghness.
tially ,ell)n ill:pﬁ, the natural peculiarity of a new and essen-
b pasgcm';l}c country where money has bgen made easily
iSplay };e.rets 1€ gene:m.l has§e to become rich nnfl .mzmke a
% hasty gets an impatience of early arduous training and
B 0 appear learned as a stepping-stone to wealth.
that inoz}(lhin ganada, and the United States there are :qigns
Crisis, I, lc;atllonal matters we are gradunlly szprouchmg a
of m&king a(])i Vl cgunm;xles educutlon'ls used as a direct means
Market, Ly b(l)rtll?. C 1€z}.p‘edlucatmn has overstocked the
Opinion that o cloun vies the peop].e freely express the
are bug fo. le e u_cam‘onnl system is Pop»}leavy. There
an imlnecii‘ tp\();ltlo'ms in either country offering a career and
land, in th: & ‘ 1vehhood,‘ s:uch as are to be ul)t;ur'\e(-l in E.ng-
or whicl, th&:tnly atl?d different branches of thfa .01v11 service,
lon, mmm?e ection dependg upon a competitive examina-
Stances exor lglg in t-hz.mt case Is, perhaps, qnder the circum-
when tim m.l‘slll.( e,vbut in this country the time has now come
of 5 Wl‘itJi n(yar ‘e't, ‘Value of education depf:nds,. like the value
Upon the t;?‘;.01' a’speech, upon what remains—in other words,
great fUHct(im]-ng and development of the mind in its three
Brees are ot ons, absorption, reflection and retention. De-
at a discount.
systemu?;l::,gno?r :Ltten_tion to our own public educational
& hi g: .. eh e ‘adnutl;ted that the keystone of the \vhol'e of
ion o the qubatxo{l of the country is the entrance examina-
0 High & 'hnlverswy. This sets the tone to the studies of
!edge ﬂbﬂd t,;] ool, and upon the thproughness of Othe know-
Nastmuch o et hment.al. habits acquired in the High School,
oundatiop ‘f ehtralplng obtained there must compose the
eXtent, thy Ol‘lt e higher structure, must.depend,' to a great
ole b value, from an edupatlonal point of view, of the
eaching of the University.

a.tiono\fret he searching and thorough 'chamcter of the ex_amir'l-
prevalentca?n"t’ speak from experience, but the feeling is
ich aly dat’ with the object of feeding the University,
Can ﬂ:bs()e}? y turns out more graduates than the country
Tocesy ‘:h" the ma_tt-lcula,tlon examination, the gre’at _mftmg
Owep i;] it ich d'emdes the course of young men’s lives, is
thap ¢ ol Sl requirements, less thorough 'and less searching
OF the [}lglt to be. If this is true it is a serious matter,
People ar niversity is supported by public mnoney, and the
Veat; e taxed not for the henefit of the University or the
onal system, but for the public good.

Zle\tlhout g?ing further into detail, let us turn to the
. m of Toronto University. Here a striking feature
Thi iqeéllfl‘ance examination strikes the eye, viz., set books.
Rreat évil Olgght, by many to be a strong incentive to the
e by (l)( cramming. In acquiring a temporary knowledge
noW]edf? the pupil remains ignorant of the subject, the
part,  yo¢ of which the study of the book is supposed to in-
lent, in Pon enquiry we find that cramming is very preva-
ed by tourf High Schools, and that this evil is further foster-
tacher, eb act that not only the salary and standing of the
Made g’ ut also the Government grant to the school is
Pupil - lepend upon the successﬁ}l 'examinations of leaving
Vard U her than the average training of the school. Har-
Tespect tVt?rmty, some fe'w years ago, was a notorious sinner in
ave Set({ its matriculation examination. Not only did they
Breatey f books, but th‘e extent of -the matter prescribed was
examinat'an was required to obtain a degree at Oxford. The
of g ion was a farce. Now, we are glad to see the evil
eliwngy 0oks and a showy appearance is, to a great extent,
ated from their curriculum. The absence of set books
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naturally presupposes time for previous study and good
teaching. This characteristic of the University matricula-
tion examination may be due to the fact that the studies of
the High Schools, as intimated by the Minister of Edu-
cation, are conducted chiefly in the interests of embryo
Public School teachers, for whom the study of Latin and
Greek are not as yet required.

Democracy and pot-house politics appear to be insepir-
able. That politics should sway municipal elections is a
pity, but it is one of those evils which we have to put up
with. That the appointment of the teachers of our children
should depend upon anything but merit is an outrage which
ought to be stopped and upon which the taxpayer should
firmly plant his foot. The selection of a teacher, above all
things, should be kept inviolate from every consideration
save that of character and ability. In this every parent is
interested.

Under the Ontario educational system the teachers of
our Public Schools and High Schools are appointed by the
School Trustees. The School Trustees are elected, in the same
manner as the Municipal Councillors, by the taxpayers. A
candidate for either office must curry favour not only with
local party politicians, but societies and churches, for of late
years some churches have developed largely as mutual bene-
fit societies. It is only natural that the trustees, who look for
re-election, when called upon to make an appointment, should
be faithful to the party, society, or church, to whom they
owe their election, and merit sometimes goes to the wall.

To the writer’s knowledge improper appointments have
heen made in this way and good men have been passed over.
The parents grumble in private, but, in public, hold their
tongues. There is no redress, and what's the good of mak-
ing enemies ¢ Well ! granted that all this is true, where is
the remedy! Teachers must be appointed by somebody.
To place the duty of selection upon the shoulders of the
Minister of Education would be to cover him with embarrass-
ment. For is he not a politician? and besides he has not
the same opportunity nor indeed the time to investigate the
merits of every applicant for a teacher’s position in the Pro-
vince. Tt is evident that the selection and nomination of
teachers most conveniently lies with the trustees. What is
wanted is some restraining influence to prevent an abuse of
the trust reposed in them. This, we submit, could effectively
be provided by having the final appointment made by the
Minister. Such an arrangement would afford an opportunity
for the taxpayer and parent to enter a protest in the event
of an improper appointment being made. Upon receipt of
such protest, it would be the duty of the Minister of Educa-
tion to investigate the merits of each applicant, taking into
special consideration the personnel of the Board of Trustees
and the testimonials of other applicants.

Perhaps no better example of the spirit of young demo-
cracy can be cited than the astonishing rebellion of the stu-
dents of Toronto University, when they attempted to dic-
tate in the matter of the selection of professors, and
boycotted the class-rooms to enforce their  wishes.
The Dean of Westminster was sharply criticized by the
London papers, when, as Master of University College, Ox-
ford, he sent the whole college down on account of a flagrant
breach of discipline. But even this extreme measure in the
interests of order and discipline is to be preferred to the
spectacle of the presentation of a petition to the Government
by the students tor an investigation of their claims, which
was only refused, because they failed to serve particulars of
their ground of complaint, and finally a public examination
ordered by the Government, at the request of the President
of the University, as the only means of clearing the public
mind, with the University authorities and students represent-
ed by opposing counsel.  Professor Goldwin Smith, who was
called in in consultation after the investigation, well pointed
out the evil of making the University Council subject to
appeal and subservient to the P_rovincia,l Government. If a
strong hand is necessary occasionally to enforce discipline
in a University, where all undergraduates who are not
scholars are received upon sufferance, much more is a
Faculty or President invested with full authority, required in
a University, supported by and answerable to a G;ovez_‘nment
which, again, is supported by the votes and contributions of
the parents of students drawn from every class of society.

On the absence of religion, which Mr. 8. H. Blake so

happily terms the fourth R., much has been said and written
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