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uxOraeitary excitceiit xvas caused ,by the publication of a
letter in One of the lcadiîig New Y'ork dailies. The writeî'
Of this letter gave a copy Of tbe correspoîidence between bis
Ibttl l>OY of twelve years old, wlîo wrote at bis dictatiou,
and a number of tbe (ilèérent unix ensities. Tlie boy wvrotc
4aYiîng tbat lie Iiad received very little eduication ; lie kîilex
bOwv to rcad and xvrite, bial read a little listory aund couid
Work simple lessons ini aritbmctic ;lie valitcd to kîîow if lie
cotild pass ]lis matniculation exaniination, and desired to
be informied as to xvbat chances he had of obtaining a degnec.
Ail the ansxvcrs were encouraging, one especially, xvbich,
4 uoting fromn miemory, read as follows Coule riglît along.

Oone bas ever coic to us anul failcîl to take a dcgree." 1

cdPenlîaps things bave clangýed since tlien, but froin an
Ucatd Aenian xve learn tlat, roughly spcaking, the

""'ain cbaracterîstics o>f American cilucation anc tbe attention
gîven to a Shuxvy curriculumi ratber tbuui to the training o>f
the nIind, cramniing aund a lamentable xvant of tborouglîness.
T'i iS, perhaps, the îîatural peculiarity of a ncev anud essen-
t&lly dcmnocîatic country xvbcre ioney lias been niade easi]y

11, the past. The grenenal baste to becomle riclu anmi make a
dplybegets an impatience of early arduons training and

a haste to appear learned as a stcpping-stonie to wealth."
Both in Canada auid the IJnitcd States tiiere are sigls

that in educatiorial miatters xvc arc gradually approacbiuin a
CîIs n hotli countiies education is used as a direct inuanlS

Of Ilnaking a living. Clîeap educatiomi lias ox erstocked the
f 1l'aket. In bot'i* countries the people freely express the

1pinio that the educational system is top lîeavy. Thiere
are but few positions ini cithuer country offering a carcer ani
an immflcdiate~ livelilîood, such as are to be obtained iii Eng-

1ad,1f the arny and dificrent branches of tue, civil service,

forwhiiltheselcton epedsupon a comtpetitixe examina-
t'o. Caniingin hatcas is pehap, uderthe circumi-

8tances, excusable, but iii tlîis country tbe time bias nwcm
bhen the inarket'value of education depends, like tue value

ofaW tn, or a'speecb, upon whiat reiains--in otlier words,
"Ponl the training and developient of the mii( iii its tbree
reat functions' absorption, retiection aîîd retention. J )e-

gesare at a discount. I

the higher education of thie country is the entrance examina-
tion of tlîe University. Tbis set, the tone to the stu(hies of
lie HIigli Scbool, and upon the thionoughness of tlîe know-
ledgc and the miental habits acjuired in the ilh School,

anhas the training ol)tained thene must compose the

extent then for the higlier structure, nmust depend, to a great
n)tevalue, froun an educational point of viexv, of thie

Whole teachinig of tbe Uniiversity.
0f the searclîing aii( tiionougu cbaracter of the examîn-

8ation e ano speak from expeience, but tue feeling is

"'valcn that, xith tbe object of feeding the University,
'hca alrcady turns out more graduates thian the country

c absorh, the matiriculation exantiinatiomi, tue great sifting
process, which decides thie course of youing men's hives, is

In Its requirenients, îess tiionougli ani icss searcbing
forn t ought to lie. If this ib truc it is a serious matter,

orthe Un'iversity is supportcd by public nioney, anxd thie
people are taxed lot for the benefit of the Univcriyo h

edcational system, but for- the public good.

Withiout going funther into detail, let us tuni to tlîe
?ircuîiof Toronto Unîiversity. ilene a striking feature

th enltramice examnination strikes tue eye, viz., set books.
1lU5 il, thouglit by many to be a strong incentive to the

o evil of cramini In act1uirnimg a temiporary knowlcdge
the book tbe pupil nemains ignorant of tlîe subject, the

kOOwledgre of whlich the study of the book is supposed to imi-

polcn(uiry we flnd that cramnming is very preva-
Oud bthe igh Sclionîs, and that this cvii is funther foster-

teacy he fact that not only tbe salary and standing of the

Itead rs, but also the Governînent grant to the school is
p0 p.7tO dcpend upon tbe successful examinations of leaving
"arui fa.ther tlian the average training of the schîool. Han-

'Var Unverstysoine fexv years ago, xvas a notorînus sînner in
havpec to its mnatriculation examination. Not only did they
grea'seth boks, but thc extent of the matter prcscnibed xvas

grae hn was required to obtain a degree at Oxford. The
0f lilination xvas a farce. Now, we are glad to sec the cvil
"et book~s a, a soyaprnc ,t a great extent,
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naturally presupposes time for previous study anîd good
teacbting,. Tihis characteristic of the Univ ersity mnatricula-
bion examination iay lue due to the fact that the studies of
th(e ii Schools, as intimiatcd by the LIlinister of Edu-
cation, are (onducted chietly iii the interests of eiiibryo,

Publie 'School teacliurs, for- whoin the study of Latinî and
(Greek are not as yet requircd.

l)cniocracy- andl pot-bouse politics appear to lie insepar-
able. Thiat politics should sway municipal elections is a

pity, but it is one of those evils which xve have to put up
xith. That the -appointment of the teachers of our cluldreu
sbouldi depend upon anything but miert is an outrage wbich
ought to he stopped an(l upon xvhicbi the taxpayer should
firmilv plant biis foot. The selection of a teachier, abox e al
things, should be kept inviolate from every consideration
save tluat of cliaracter and a)bility. Iu tlîis every parent is

ilnterested.
Under tbe O)ntario educatènai systemn the teachers of

our Public Scliools and 1ligh Scbools are appointed by the

Sc1ooi Trustees. The Schooi Trustees are elected, in the saine

inanner as the Municipal Counceillors, by the taxpayers. A
candidate for eitber office inust curry favour not only xxitli

local party politicians, but societies and churclies, for of late
years somie churches have dcx eloped largcly as mnutual benle-
fit societies. It is Oîuly natural tlat tie trustees, whio bob forl
ne-election, when called upon to iake an appointuxent, sliould
be faithiful to tbe party, society, or cbiurch, to whoin they
owe their election, and menit sometimes goos to the xvall.

To the writcn's knowledge impropen appointments have
been niade in tis way and gond men hiave been passed over.
The parents grumible iii privat e, but, iii public, hold their
tong-ues. Tbene is no rcdress, andl xvat's the good of mnak-

ingý eneunies ? Well !gýranted that ail tbis is true, whcre is

tbe rnmedy b Teachers mnust be appointe(l by soinebody.
To place the duty of selection upoîî the sbouldens of th e

Minister of Education would be to cover imii with emibarrass-

nment. For is hoe fot a pîliticiaii q and besides lie lias not

tbe same opportunity nor indeed the time tii investigate the

inerits of every applicant for a teacber's posýition in tbe Pro-
vince. [t is evident that the selection and nomination of
teacherîs nuost conveniently lies with the trustees. What is
wanted is sonie restraining influence to prevent an abuse nf

the trust neposcd iii them. Tbis, we subruit, could effectively
be provided by hiaving the final appointinent mnade by the
Minister. Sucli an arrangement wouid alloril an opportunity
for the- taxpayer and parent to enter a protest iii tbe event

of an improper appointmnent being nmade. Uponi receipt of
such protest, it would he tbe duty of tlîe Munster of Educa-

tion to inivestigate the merits of eacli applicant, taking irîto
special consideration the personnel of the Board of Trustees
and the testimnoniais of othen applicanits.

Perhaps no better example of the spirit of young denio-
cracy can be cited than the astonishingr rebellion of the stu-
dents of Toronto Unriversity, when they attempted to dic-
tate in the matter of the selection of professors, and
boycotted the class-nooins to enforce tîteir wishes.
The Dean of Westminster was shanply criticized by tbe
London papers, when, as Master of University College, Ox-
ford, he sent the whole college down on account of a flagrant
breach of discipline. But even this extremne measure in the
interests of order and discipline is to be preferred to tbe
spectacle of the preseîutation of a petition to the Govrment
by the students for an investigation of their dlaims, wbich

was only refused, because tbey failed to serve particulars of

their ground of complaint. and flnally a public examination
ordcred by the Governinent, at tbe request of the President
of the Ujniversity, as the only means of clearing the publie

mmid, witb tbe University authorities and students represent-
ed by opposing counsci. Professor Goldwin Smith, wbo was
callcd in iii consultation af ter the investi gation, well pointed
out the cvii of making the University Councîl subject to

appeal and subservient to the Provincial Government. If a

strong hand is necessary occasionaliy to enforce discipline

in a University, wbcre ail undergnaduates who are flot

scholars arc rcceived upon sufferance, inucli more is a

Faculty Or Pmesideiit invested with full autliority, required iii

a UJniversity, supported by and answcrable to a Govcrnment

whicb, again, is supportcd by the votes and contribu.tion,,, of

the parents of students drawn from every class of socicty.

On th, absence of religion, which Mr. S. H. Blake so

happily ternis the fourth R., miucli lias been said and writtcn

Arn lth, 1895.]
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