JAN. 11th, 1895.] THE

Dr. Pusey and the Oxtord Movement.
"THE publication of the first instalment of the life of
X Pusey by the literary executors of the late Canon
le(.lon has once more turned men’s thoughts to that ever
aseimating subject, the Oxford Movement. The tides of
religious thought and action are deeply interesting to the
Masses of men, because they give expression to, and illustrate
feelings and sentiments common to so many. Philosophical
movements are “ caviare” to the multitude, but theological
Movements, because they find expression not only in treatises
Or essays; but in the actual chureli-life of the people, are, in
the proper sense of the word, popular.
o This is pre-eminently true of the Oxford movement.
There is probably not a single Anglican church in the world
that does not in the form of its services reflect its intluence.
Tt not merely created a new type of High-Chuvrchman : it
restored churches, it revolutionized ritual, it revived sister-
]100(15 and brotherhoods, missions and retreats, Tt aroused a
genuine enthasiasm for the Anglican Church, it kindled a
?&Ine. of zeal amongst both clergy and laity, that is still
Wrning  with a steady glow in the breasts of thousands,
wven: those most hostile to its principles have felt its power.,
Ll‘lght, cheerful, hearty services are no longer the monopaly
0 ﬂ'ny party, but they are the outcome of one phase of the
Xtord movement.
Of this moveent in its earliest stages two men were
the soul, viz,, Newman and Puscy. The correspondence of
usey now published shews that, after his accession to the
Party, whilst Keble and others were frequently consulted,
usey and Newman were together at the helm, until the en-
Wance of the Romanizing tendeney amongst the younger
Men gradually separated them, and finally wrecked the ship.
'5 Was entirely due to Pusey that the “ flotsam and jetsam,”
Seatbered amidst the turbulent ocean of popular animosity
:::1\ :Lla.rm', was gathered together, re-C(mst‘ruutwl,. ;1.11(1 the
ssel again sent atloat on w somewhat altered mission, hut
Upon which it still speeds with all sails spread. ‘
H; Edward Bouverie Pusey was born on August 22nd, 1800,
i 15 barents were of good family, his father being an intlex-
‘e Tory, his mother “a typical lady of the days of Fox and
Wt She was tall, slim, with long hands and tapering
Bgers,  She commonly wore a watered sk dress, very
8’3:11]1’1 \Vlith large l:'w(a collars ?L'II(I ruffles. She rarely or never
Htm)( 'e;m ]')zu:k in her chair, iLIl(]”S]l(‘,‘ used to say that to
dut D was w sign of a degcm"mtc age.”  She was devoted to
Y, 1ﬂ.ﬁectmnnte to her children and charitable to the poor,
most]ﬁtnl)n}ythe first Pusfey' exhibited . what was perh;tpsw the
in . 01};1" ked feature of his cl]:mw.ter., viz., m(lu_str:v. Even
ill‘la,fhleb]he- excelled .t}n'oug‘lz his industry. It ix hard to
and’ 1¢ the future Regius Professor of Hebrew a good shot
& cross-country vider, yet the gamekeeper who taught
M t6 shoot said : “ Master BEdward is a better shot than
%’:21['2}; Ml Pusey ’ (Jlis el'der l)}’oth(}r Philip); “he do take
accugg).qns ;Lb()u.t it,” whilst his hiographer tells us he was
stomed to ride to the hounds.
he :}Jtl \ %hei, preparatory sch(m] to \\"]li(,‘ll he was sent
R()b(;rt/:h(’n ‘w‘ 11‘1(llustry plm virtue of accuracy. <M
)eliev@d \\(xﬁ @56 100111.1uster 9t the old race, and as such‘
mowy | rllnme in tvhre‘ efficacy of corpf)‘l'wl punishment th):m of
anq Pun'] uences. To drop ;L‘pen-kn-lte was a serious offence ;
sey was once flogged for cutting a pencil at hoth ends.
‘llllla?nsil;“ ;)on(f,)crime which was never pardoned was a false
Uty.”  Before he was eleven he could have passed the
« xford "« Little-go,” so proficient had he hecome in classics.
P i?.th my hoys,” their mother used to say, “ were clever;
P had more talent, but Edward was the move indus-
loug,”
Puﬁp » was always thoughtful, hut not at first conspicu-
eep{}}i‘;ﬂ;gimum. . His spiritual r}ntur.c seems to lm\'.o, gr:u}uully
a l;e\;( .(L.nd vipened along with his other twcultu%s. .I’].mre
Views el} ;Lll)l'ytlung ecc‘entrlc or ahnormal ahout. %115 religious
Was & v:e-ld its. At Eton a schoolfellow testifies that he
e oye ry grave and tlmughtful, and I”czum()b 1'ecollecz that
Li - “,]omed in any of _our sports. Alt]m}xgll Canon
says that he appreciated humour, there is scarcely a
IZ ((;f 16 in his biography. _ 'Grawe and thoughtful as & boy,
ontinued throughout life.
oy il t1823 Pusey took his deg}'ee, a.n.d, after a cm}tiuenml.
“I‘ie,l e urned there, and was, in 1‘82.3, electec'l a ltellow' of
College. He was well-fitted for the society in which
Ound himself. “The distinctive characteristic of the
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Oriel mind was exactness in thought as the basis of exactness
of expression.”  Here were Whately and Hawkins, Newman
and Keble, whilst Arnold and Hampden had only recently
ceased to be Fellows.  Newman had alveady met him, but
they now became Intimate. < At that time,” says Newman,
“T had the intimacy of my dear and true friend, Dr. Pusey ;
and could not fail to admire and revere a soul so devoted to
the cause of veligion, so full of good works, so faithful in his
affections.”

Tn 1825, Pusey took a step fraught with momentous
consequences.  He had come into contact with unbelief in
the person of a friendly correspondent.  Germany was the
headquarters of rationalism, and Pusey determined to study
the relations of faith and scepticism, of orthodoxy and heter-
odoxy, on their own battlefield. At Gottingen he  was
introduced to learning of a different kind from that of
Oxford. At Oxford there was fine scholarship, keen logie,
bright wit ; at Gottingen Pusey found encyclopiedie learning.
Canon Liddon has given us most interesting skotches of
Eichhorn, Tholuck, with whom Pusey throughout his life
sustained an unbroken friendship, Schleiermacher and others.
As he listened to the destructive criticism and ingenious
theories of Bichhiorn, it tlashed upon his mind that all this
would “ come upon us in England, and how utterly unpre-
pared for it we are!”  From that time he determined to
devote himself to the Old Testament. © as the fleld in which
Rationalism seemed to be most suceessful.”

The fruits of this vesolution were scen in his appoint-
ment to the chair of Helwew at Oxford, his catalogue of
Avrabic MNS, in the Bodleian Library (a task of enormous
labour), his commentary on the minor prophets, and his
lectures on Daniel.  Pusey never had the slightest leaning
to German eriticism, although at this time and for some
years later he held less rigid views of inspivation than subse-
quently. His quasi-championship of German theology against
the narrow ignorance of Rev. H.dJ. Rose excited a mild
Hame of prejudice against him that was not entively extin-
guished for years.

But it is time to come to the Oxford movement.  The
eauses which combined to produce this movement are var-
iously described by ditferent writers. < To no small degree,”
says Pusey’s biographer, “it was a vesult of reaction from
the negative temper which had preceded and created  the
great French Revolution, and had been felt in every country
in Burope.  When the flood-gates of hunan passion had been
opened on a gigantic scale, in the horrors of war and anarchy,
men felt that veligion and  a clear, strong, positive religious
creed was necessary if civilization was to be saved from the
rain,”  Prof. A. V. G. Allen, in a recent article * of great
interest, says that it was © primarily a reaction against the
rising consciousness of nationality which had been stimulat-
ed hy the French Revolution, as also by the vise and fall of
Napoleon. The attempt of the French Emperor to remake
the map of Europe at his pleasure, as if national distinctions

or boundaries had no inherent meaning . . . was fol-
lowed by a vigorous assertion of the national idea, such as
had not been seen since the sixteenth centwry . . . Eng-

land shared in the deepening consciousness, which she had
done much, also, to create, of the sacredness and grandeur of
nationality. Under its inspiring influence she procesded to
purify and elevate and strengthen her national life by the
accomplishment of needed reforms.  To this end it was pro-
posed, among other things, to reform the Church by getting
rid of what had come to be abuses in the ancient establish-
ment.

Here the Oxford movement is seen in the unfavourable
light of opposition to the rising tide of English national life,
and the suspicion and dislike with which it was regarded
by the State, and the scanty interest of High Churclinen in
the aftairs of the State, afford a sufficient justification of this
view.

Various propositions for the reform of the Church were
promulgated early in the thirties. It has not pretended that
reform was unnecessary ; objection was raised to the spivit
which animated the reformers. Canon TLiddon’s words on
this subject must be taken with some caution, for he regard-
s it strongly from one point of view, but, no doubt, there
was a spirit of crude latitudinarianism abroad. TIn addition
to foes without were dangers within. ¢ Not only was it
quid that some bishops were favourable to changes in the

* «Pean Stanley and the Tractarian Movement.” The New
World., March, 1894
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