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JOTTINGS ALONG THE . P. R.

Tîitz Pullinani I found m)yseif in at Wininipeg proved te be a through car
froin MIontreal to Victoria, and was occupied entirely by moni, as 1 dis-
covered later when Uic train started. At thc titne 1 effected mny entrance,
however, it waH quite empty, and the number of people who were inspecting
the. diflfrent cars, as they were allowed to (Io, andi passing backwards and
forwards in the. operation, made thc possession of Uie firtit vacant seat a
considerable object to a hot and weary traveller. The black porter was as
usual very civil and told mne to remnain Nyhcrn, t was as long as it suited nie,
so0 1 availed myself of tho opportunity to inspect it thoroughly. The
Il Honolulu " is ont. of the. handsoinest cars owned by the. Comnpany ; it is
upholstered most artistically or ratht.r iesthetically wîth gray greeiî velvet;
the. aides of tht. soats and tht. berths are inounited in cherry, bcautifully
carved and inilaid with bratis ; tht. roof in paiinted, and the ventilators are
provided with auiber-coloured stained glass ; two loungtis occupy each Bide
cf tht. centre cf the. car, parallel witlî the sides (a iiew arranîgemennt to nie);
antI heavy velvet portieres hang over ecd end door. The. wasli basins in
the. lavaitoriest are cf dark iarbie, and one. of thent is furnis8hed with a silnail
three-foot-six bath which lhad evidently reccived inuch patronage between
Montreal and Winnipeg.

The train is muppost.d to loavo at 9.50, but it is about 10.30 when a cry
of ''ail aboard '' is hourd, fellowed by a hurried suîakiîîg cf baiuds, and tht.
engîne with its iiiii cars-two tileepers (the Id Iloiiolulti and the. dSelkirk»),
a dining car, two lirtit clatis, two second clasa, and t wo baggage cars-in oves
alowly out of the. stationt bouiîd on its long jourîtey to the. far Pacitic Slope.
For mort. titan a mtile outsidt. cf Wiiinipeg wc pass crow, of people wlio
have. gathoed along the. ltit to sec. the firit througlt trinî, antd 1 begin to
feel inyself quito ait istorical character :the eveuit seenes one. cf sticl
unarkt.d importance to this Hection cf the. counîtry. Th'îe day is close, sultry,
and slighitly overcatit ; but once clear cf the city, mtîtaininig away ovor
tht. prairie, wo leave duli clouda8 Iîcliid us and paso into a region cf vivitl
bine and green, whert. tht. land and sky invet upon the horizon and the. vyt
is aliunot wenried by the glare of coleurs ail about us. Wt. sec large herds
of cattle browning upoi thtt plins, anid iiiter)ouq, prosperous farins are
dotted about on both sides cf the railway.

Sooni aftnr Inavinîg WVinitipeg niy fieida( cail i utc the. "HIontolulu" in
scarcu of nie, and 1 was e8corted te iiiy proper place iii tht. " Selkirk,
wltich itad beoin put oit at 'IVinutiipeg antt was a vtry contimoi ani ordinarv
Pullmuan c<îîîpared te the. other- -alreeîy tilled by pesatuigers frouin Nontreai
to tîto Coasit. Tht. tirot large t>wut we rt*aclî is Portage la P>rairie. Ac-
coruling te Mr. Sandtfortl Flemîing, Il tiH town in situateti on the. northt.rn
baiîk of the Assiniboine river (we )lave îuot, ltowever, ceuglît a glinîipseocf
the river) îlirt.ctly te thei tioutli of Laîke Winnipeg. Ten years agc, Portago
la Prairie had littîti more thait the. "aille by whichi it was known te the
voyageur, it is now (in 1883) a thriviîîg town, with îuîaîty streets and
buildings exteitdced over piostibIy a square mîilt. ; two large elevatorH art.
cotimtructeid on tite railway line for tute aterage cf wheat, and a branch
railway lias beeu e8tablislieti to (*Iladatet.." Tht. tewn appeara to uic te
have increamed and doelopeil couiaidorably Hinîte tht. above lices wert,
pt.nned, aîtd is now a lîusy place. Larger a great deal than Portage la
P~rairie ha Brantdon, wlîert. we stop for about twenty minutes. It lues
t1uitt. anl îîuîPosing stationi, lut the. tewî in net visible froin the track, beiîtg
Kituaed on a riainig sitîpo froizi the river Aasinibohine. It in nlow t1uite anl
important place. M r. Flemuinig says of tlîi8 part cf tte country, 'Vthe
prairie in ail tlirections i th(, ntîighbourhood (cf Biraîtdn) lias a wari
subsoil cf saitiy or grevelly loain, îlill'ririg froin tht. detep black vegetable
meould cf the level banka cf th. [Red River. Settlerti' licusea and Ituts art.
Reen ini ail directionts, and I learit that a grt.at exteiît cf counitry has been
taken up for fatriîîg.'

liuring tht. efternoen we continue te, roll aloîîg ever te saine level
prairie lantd, with occasional pceps cf th. Assiniboine, wltose course ta
îîîarked by groupa cf trees varying tîte inoîtctonv of tht. dead level horizon,
Wîî paso nieunereus pends close te tht. hue, which abounid with amaîl wild
ducks, apparcntly quite iuidifferent te us as we fiy by :thny scarcely
trouble tltonîseiveH to turnl their pretty heada. Wild tlewers cover the.
prairie in ail directions, ltaudsoino md lilies, enorîineus cern flewers, wild
sunflowers, dwarf wild roses growiîîg on buslies hardly a foot high, a
taIt plant whth a deep pink bleasoin unfauniliar te me., and scores cf ethers
1 do net recognize.

After leaving Brandon we pertake of our tirst meal in the dhning-cer,
where everything ha 'well arranged, and we have an excellent nmenu, includ-
ing frcsh salunon and other delicacies cf the. season. Tht. car itself is a
new one, exceedingly handsoine and massive :tht. seats are cf solid dark
leather designied te iînhitate the fashionable alligator akin, the mirrors and

ail available portions cf the car are inlaid with bronze, the linen and plate,
glass and china, are ail f resh and shine retiplendent; in fact, tht. only
improvement that could be made is to substitute for the white waiters
black cnes and increase the nuuuber einployed upon the trip: doubtless,
however, the Comnpany did net anticipate the. amount cf patronage which
was bestowed upen the first througlh train.

We arrive at Moosentin at seven o'clock :it ia a smalî town scattered
over a large areit cf ground on botit sides cf the line. There are indications
here cf a treunenidouis storm rapidly approaching us from the west ; tht.
sky tumns frein steel bInie to copper colour; the wind riscs ; the dust blowvs
in cleuda, couipletcly obscuring tht. town ; and in five minutes after, as wti
glitie again eut on the. prairie and are seated nt tee in the dining-car, the.
storuî breaks over tht. train, accompanied by heavy thunder and vivid
forked liglîtning, wlîich pîcys alI about us over the plain. The rai,
descends upon the. roof in perfect shoets; not a seund can be heard above
the. din and rattle as it peppers ventilators andi wnîidow panes. By commn
consent, kîtive.s and forks tare laid eside, anti the occupants of the well-filled
car ctasc te shout inaudible orders to patient, much-vexed wahters, and
devote theinselves to observing te progress cf the. sterm. The. landacae,
howevcr, ha altiîost shut eut l)y dense sheets cf watnr, except away te the
south, whîere thte gray leaetn clouds trait their ragge d edges ever a br1eldth
of goldten sky wltich bias canghit the rettection cf the. settiutg sun. In, about
tweiity minutes we liavi. passed ont of the worst cf it ; windows are
throwi up oit aIl sittes, and we enjoy the. dtlicious, cool, damp atejosphere
after the hiot, Hultry, îlusty air whiclt we breathied aIl day between Winnhpeg
and Moosonilint; and when we return te our Pullman wc fcast our eyeS
upoît a inagnifhcetit sunlset, toward whicli we are sanootly and ailently
rolling.

A few miles frein Broadviîtw, the next station te Micosomin, cur engine
dt'veloped a hot box anti wetit off tither foi repaira or to seek a substitute,
leaving its iltie cars in solitary grandeur out on thti bourîdless prairie
witltout a huabitationt in iiut. The gentlemuen ail evailetl thenîselves of
this opportunity te çret onut cf the. train and wander about in searcit cf
llowers and curiositiea. 1 was presented with a ituagiiicent bouquet of
gigentic size, containing unoat of the flowers 1 have above refcrred te ; auud
eftt.r a tielay cf an holir and a haîf, tluring which we cnjoyed tite twilialit
aîtd abused tht. mosquitoî.s, our engine meturned, and-once more undo
way-we ail) preparetl for our niglît's reat, it bciîtg petit tcn o'clock,
thougli tilI quite light. E. S.

OUIR P~ARIS LETTER.

W'uTîu the. exception cf professgors and students, mont)t cf these intendimîg
te invade the. fields anti the. plaints turing thte snmcîncer nionths have loft
town. Tho. rt.înaining infortuniat(es art, rt'signing tîterrcl ves te ice-eetingl
ani tdrives by monlligit le thte Bois.

It in (tent.. 'Tho Princes have gene. Tite calinneas with wbich tliey
havie been alcwed te, depert augura well for the. Republic. 0f titis latter
yoil heer thte sîeoiîtgly well-founided opinion, " This time it stands pour
toiujoirsq." i3ut I fear titat tc mnor trait in the French character was
expressed by that hero cf the. play,-" and evnry timne I loved it was tou-
jours p)our touj ours. "

0f course each " prtetnder " protested. Tht. " protestation " ad
titi Id di8ucourse " are specialties cf tht. Gaul. Tht. fermer, written by tht.
CJontt dle Paris, fer froin dispelling the idea that there was cause fer bis
exile, only cenliumine it. 'Fle latter, cf the yeung Prince Victor, was cer-
taiîtly al genial, net unwertiîy littie etUair. Poor Prince Jerme will miss
bis Paria aorely.

At the Gare de Lyon, eariy lest Stînday merning, a very pretty sight
was to hb. scen-the returru cf a part cf tht. garnison sent to Tonkin. Ail'
aleng the rond they were te înarch, frcm the. station te the. Fort cf Vin-
cennes ; triimphal arches had been erected, speeches werc made, and
flownrs distributed anîong tht. soldiers, the peints cf whose hayonets disap-
peared under roses and fli es.

Tiiese montha cf June and July are tiines cf immense excitement fer
French students. Few outsidens are aware cf their surprhsing capachty for
work. They have a quickness cf cemprehlensien, a power of concentration,
net a littt. remankable. It mfty, perbapa, be said cf them that "lthey see
f urther than any ethers et tht. first giance ;" but, aies ! tht. "dsecond sight "
is tbat whhch ha lacking. Every year schentific studios become more pepU-
1er, and before tht. end cf the. century they will. have a dechded preë1nih
nonce over belles-lettres. Tht. engîneer ha at present tht. ideal of Yountg
France, in aphte cf tht. vigorous efforts cf some te tunn bis mind towards
literature. Hcwever, we can't mnuch deplore eny departure from tht. 'er*
bhd senthmentalhty se prevalent Borne shxty years ago.
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