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THIRTY YEARS AGO

-"COR R] SI[)NI 'NT wh'i( j(>ined the

(,,)teeiî's Owni Rilles about 1805, jîlst
%v'ien Capt. Mturrray, of No. 5, Na

b about to resigli, sends the followvinor
'1accounit of the regimient w~hi1e at

Ride~vylunie 2nid, 1 866. 1le

- was thc y(>uiigest l)iivate on the

-. ~ .. eld tlîat (la)', iîot beiiig quite i
aind carricd a nule, accoutrements

and ammu tnition %'ithunit t1inching ail tiru'ogh dhe camnpaign, al-
thonigh mai\- oldeî' men wcvec icft on the roadside dtoile lit).

Being a Carîadian, of the thiî'd gneai, .î 1)citsa
'ra ndparents havîng lieen boî'n ini Canada, 1 %vas full of pati'iotisi

a nc the oni>' thing i have to complain of is the waîît of commis-
sariat. Being afî'aid that miv parents iit object to nmyýo gitg
along, %vitii v, coiades on acco>unt of tri\ votîth, 1 lcft boulîe abou:t
daylighit %vithouit a cent iii ni>- 1îucket, or %vithotit takiîîg as inlucli as
a drink of %vater, or a cî'ust uf bread inii n stoinach, expectiîîg that
the military authorities wvould supJ)ly tie necessa'> food, etc., buti
1 was <1oc>iie<I to disapiioiîîtnicnt. A-fteî' inanuvreinî. us ini the
drill shied foi' a couple of liouis %'e Nvere auddî'cssecl 1)>' t eneral
Napi'r, whoi inipresseil uis \ith the i<lea that we %'otd have everv'
provision miade for oui'r eIac etc. \Vc veî'e tiieni iiîarclîed on
board a steanmboat and started across Lake Ontario ini the teeth of
a fu'esh l)i'ceze. No commuissar'iat showvcd upi, consequnitly to-
vaî'ds noon, oi' long befoi'e it, p'utr corresp>ond<ent beganl to feel tule
paiîgs of liîingei'. On arriv'ai at P'ort D alhiousie 've %verc kep.
%v'aitiiîg aui honi' or- su until sortie box cars could be gui. tugetiler to
hiat uis to I 'ort Cuiburne. l)'assiiîg, tlîîoughi St. Catlincs wc got a
netvspape!' extr'a, stating that soîîîe i1,oo0 or. 2,000 I'eîiiais liad
cî'ossed fî'on Buffalo ilto Cýaiiada, but dts iieý s diii îot discoîîcerî
nis at ail as %ve %vere l)egiiiiingiý to [ccl the J)angs of starvatioîî, wvliclî
attracted our attenîtionî mîore tiîan the preseîîce of the cucul>'. Lipuîî
reaciiiîîg Port Colborîie, at the muith of the WVellanîd Canal ou
Lake l'rie, we noticed that tie butcîe,'s, bakers and1 storekeepers
were excited, anîd their slîups 'vere îîîostiy lockcd ut), anîd the
owners rui-uîgiii, arouind wvitiî nules, sliot guns, etc., aiîd the chîances
for gettiîig food api)eared to bc verv distant. .. fter a couple oi
lionrs more niaîcuvi'eing a squad of uis 'vere funaiiy bilîeced uipoîî

a hî(-ciass hiotel keeper, %vlio wvas gioniouîsi> drtînk, piobabîy celc-
bratiiîg the occasioni. But thîe chanîces of gettiiigr bî'cad and beef
to feed us aî)ieared slimmiier tia cvei'. It %'as îîow gettiîîg toward5
ev'eîiiîg aiîd about six o'clock a lighitun îeal of fried potatoes anîd
tea %v'as serv'e( out to uis. \'our corresp)ondenit feli. in better spirits
and %v'as tiîeî ini a position to be imiposed tipon, %vlîich "'as dlotie
soon after, ini tluîs vay : Altogether luis liame begiiis %vith Ni, and
there w~eî'e nines bcginiiing %vith ail thle letters iii thîe alphabet uipui
thîe roster of our coilpaîl>'; a sei'geaiît îvaried ini for- picquet tlîat
night. 'l'lie ciîenîy 'vere siipposcci to lîc appjr<uaclîng the townî, %viliici
coiîtained valuiable G'oveiumînient %voî'ks, large canal lockS, etc., and
the picquets "'ere ohilige<l to kcep uipoî the alert ail iiiglit iii order,
if iieccssary, to alai'îi tlîiî'r comî'adcs, wliu silpt sotindi>'. Neyt
nîoriîiîg ai. daylighit, \vithiout breakfasti îîg, "e %vere nîoved tow~ards
Ricigewvav, 'vhieîe we met tie l'eniaîis, anîd liad twvu 1iours hot skir-
misli %vith tlîeîî. >:ue or teti of our min %vere killcd anid tîlîrty or-
fort>- %otinded. Ail thiat eventful dav 'vas, of course, une of ]lard
w0'rk anîd excitemciît anîd \\-lieni ev'eîiîîg axe'vcfouîd ouirsel ves
once nmore lîaviig I)assed a day %'ithout proper iiouiiiiîent. Nexi.
da>' %ve maî'ched the 'viole (La>' anîd in thîe eveiig found ourseives

cami)ed at Fort l'rie, renîaining there tivo or thiree days. No proper
commissariat arrangýements %vere forthcornin-. \Ve renien ber
%when %ve arrived ini Stratford, after enduring such hardship) for four
or five davs, that we thoughit we had been transfcrred to a paradise.
[ilni my youhIuI ignorance I thoughit that "'e had just left a barren
conintry, and had dropped into a land overtlowing with miilk and
honev. After this "'e were ail righit, but %ve endured as nch hard-
shi) for' tive or six (lays, probably through want of management,
as the b)rave boys \v'ho wvent to the Northwest in 1 885 couilc possibly
have dtone. \Vc have not the first scrap of artyîhing to show to
ouir faiics that we took, part ini the defence of ur country lipon
that occasion, but we fei that we are as muitch cntitied to sorte
mnark of recognition foi- our services as wvere our comirades of 1885,
bccausc mianv of us stili b)elon- hi the for-ce, but in a rural battalion

Who, aithough ready, were nut caiicd out in 1885.
Trhe rccent visit of a dele-ation hicadcd b>' Col. MacMillan to

Ottaw~a, it is to be hioped, %v ilI terniniate %vith g1ood resulIts for the
veterans of 1866 and 1870.

THE SEVENTH FUSILIERS' INSPECTION.

T Hl". 7th tBatt , Of 1,01n(do1, acco, dingrý to lictit.-Col .Ottr, the
inspectîng othiceî, w'ill have to inmprove greatly 1)efore it can

take its pîlace alongside the otiier battalions ini the cotuntr-v. The
înspecting officer, in the course of biis reniarks at the close of the
inspection, commnented u pon the wveak state of the battalion and
the Iack of military enthuisiasni shown b>' the fact that
there \v'as ont\- one officer per- cornpany and the battalion re(luce(l
one-tlîird. No doubt, there is a great lack of enthusiasni on the
p)art of thîe men, and many iniprovenients could be mnade in the
battalion, but %%,lien it is kiio\%,i Iow littie encouragement is given,
the cause of this want of enthusiasmn may be accounteci for ini nu
sinall degrcc. At ail the chief centres the troops have comnfort-
able (juarters, easy of access and with every modern convenience
for thc comnfurt of the men and for thc p)romlotioni of elIi('îency. I n
London this is flot su. TIhe drill shed is not centrally located andI
is not a convenlient place to get at. It wvas erected whlen London
\%*as hiall' the suze it is nowv, and is not 1w y r)enians fitted as a
miodern armiory should bce. 'l'iîe late (;overniiieilt spent nioney on
proI)ert>' which shouild hiave l)een spent foir the good of the active
miilitia ini that city, andi foir live )-cars spent mioney ini repairing ai)
01(1 building %vhic1î %vas su1>posed to have been uise1 for a inîilitary
storeL. Thîîs nîoney \v'as spent needlcssly, and the corps to-daY
have to pay the p)enalty of tme ('overnnîient' s policy ini directing
miilitia affairs. '[here is no reason why a battalion like the 7th
sbould not be aleI tu hol(1 its owîî %vith aiv~ other lîattalion, but1
certainly tintil the Gov'errnieîît takec steJ)s to; treat thcmi pi'oierly,
this caînuot be aeciplislicd. 'Thle reginient requires newv life ani
Vic<)i to bii it uipto anything like \vhiat it shoul(I le. It should
lie I'e(rgani/c(I anîd place<l on a piopel' footing. London should
have a crack cor'ps, for the mnaterial is there for one.

8V THE WAY.I' T as in the year 1932 tlîat 1 \vas strolling across the magnificent
bridge wlîîch spans the St. Lawrence at> ( >uehec, waý,tchingc the

fast Atlantic line steamers riishing to and fro at express train spx'ed,
%%-len 1 met a mari who %vas obviouisly an 01(1 soldier.

1 Al.'- said lie. - it takes brains to (Io aIl these things, brains,
sir, and it %vas brains that saved Canada froin the invader in the
%var of 2o )-cars ago.-

- \VWhy, how~ 'vas that ?'' I askecl, for I wvas a stranger in the
couritrv, and ihadn't hecard anything about it.

\Vell,'' said tic old mari, it mutst hiave beeîî about the year,
1906 that they disbaiîded Uhc iiitia. Yoit sec, the for-ce wvasn 't
any lise, for it 'vas nia<e ni) of a wvhoic lot of chiuiips, who spent-
thecir mvii timie and nîoney on it ;so the olvy troops left in u1 c
counitry wvas t ;en. I-lerbert' s Owvn P'atent Peirmanients-, and a finle
corps they "'as, too. 1 beIonged tu 'cm. 'on ,e, the>' was dif-
ferent fromn an>' otiier corps. There 'vas a mari up at headquarters
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