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TIIE SITUATION IN ONTARIO.

When the late Sir Oliver Mowat became Premier of Ontario lie
was strongly impressed with thec great need of provision being
macle for the reformation, of drunkards, and he proposed establish-
ing an institution for their reformation at Hamilton. Mueli to his
regret, however, lie was ýobliged to abandon the projeet, as lie found
that publie opinion did not seemn to him to be suffieiently ripe to
justify incurring the necessary expense; for whieh reason the
proposýed institution was ehanged to an Asylum for the Insane.

In 1891 the Prison Reform Commission appointed by the
Ontario Goverrnnent reported very strongly in favor of the estab-
lishmnent of at least one reforiaatory in Ontario for the reformation
ot drunkards. Wlicn, however, tire attention of Sir Oliver wus
ealled to this recominendation, lie stated that lis Government would
he pleased to co-operate in the establishment of one or more re-
forinatories in the Province, but that the initiative could not be
undertaken by the Government. Ilowever, as this offer was neyer
put in such a form by the Government as could bie madle use of as
an ineentive to voluntary effort cither on the part of the munici-
palities or private individuals, nothing carne of the offer.

TuE SITUAION IN TORONTO-A HJOSPITAXL REQUIRED.

The Ontario Society for the Reforruation of Inebriates xvas
organized in Toronto five years ago. The objeet of the Society is:

(1) To promote the reformation of indigent inebriates in
Ontario: (a) By nîaking use of the public hospitals of the Province
for the purpose; and (b) by cornhining therewith the Massac.husetts
Probation System.

(2) The second objeet of the Society is to promote the refor-
mation of inebriates in Toronto as follows: A m-edical officer and
a probation offlccr attend the Police Court and offer medical treat-
ment and a lielping hand to inebriate prisoners found desirous of
sucli help. The medical treatment is given by the medical officer
cither in the homne, at the office of the physician, or in a ward of
one of the publie hospitaLs of the city. The probation officer aets
the part of a friendly visitor, assists in finding ernp]oyment when
neeessary, and helps to a better life. I3 y means of thesýe combined
efforts no littie good bas been accomplished. The work is heavily
handicapped, however, from the lack of proper hospital acco-mmo-
dation. The public hospitals are frequently o-vercrowded, and
moreover lack facilities for the up-to-diate scientifie trealment of
inebriates. A ýsmall hospital-a "Cottage Hospital' -is urgently
required in Toronto for this purpose. It is true that the City


