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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
DECEMBER—L1870.

Friday, 9—Fast. Of the Octave,

Saturday, 10—Of the Octave.

Sunday, 11—Third of Advent.

Monday, 22—St. Damasus, P. C.

Tuesday, 13—St. Lucy, V. M,

Wednesday, 14—Ember Day.  Of the Ferin.

Thursday, 15—Octave of the Immaculaie Con-

ception.
NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The victory claimed by the French for their
army of the Loire seems indeed to have been a
gsuccess for French arms; but beyond giving
confidence to the raw troops—no trifling thing
it must be allowed—the victory has had little
results. More important are the sorties said
to have been effected by General Trochu, with
the troops under his command, but neither
have these as yet materially affected the rela-
tive positions of the combatants, Paris is still
blockaded, and within the walls provisions are
becoming scarcer day by day; if' it cannot be
relieved by French forces acting from without,
its fall would seem to involve a mere question
of time. In the meantime, however, rumors
of a cessation of hostilities are again rife; and
in the stormy aspect of the horizon towards the
East and South-east of Europe, may be found
good reasons why at last Great Britain should
actively interfere to bring about an end of the
bloody war.

For the Eastern Question is beginning to
look very dangerous; and if Russia persist,
as she probably will; in her exorbitant preten-
sions, it is not easy to sec hew war can be
avoided, without great loss of honor to Great
Britain. Yet a war with Russia, allied as the
latter would most likely be with Prussia, would
be more than, single-handed, Great Britain could
safely venture upon ; yet where in Europe is she
to look for an aliy except in France, now blecding
at every pore, and exhausted by her disastrous
contest with her German neighbor?  War
with Russia would of course bring a renewal,
in their most extravagant and offensive form, of
the Alabama claims; and by it no doubt a
favorable opportunity for the ronewal of the
Irish difficulty would be offered to the dis-
affected in Ircland. The position in short is
very grave.

We have nothing new from Italy and Rome,
Victor Emmanuel has not yet dared to show
his face in Rome, where his arrival was at first
anxiously looked for by Revolutionists; to-day
he would receive from them but a cold recep-
tion, so irritated are they with the long delay;
to-morrow it is probable the Revolution will
take the game in its own hands, and the un-
happy man will not be allowed to entor Rome
at all. According to a letter pablished in the
London Times, the respectablecitizens of Rome
manifest no desire to avail themaelves of those
political privileges with which their annexation
to Piedmont has invested them. This very
significant fact is attributed by the writer in
the Times to the belief, very prevalent, that cre
long the invaders of Rome will be expelled, and
the Pontifical States restored to their legitimate
sovereign. Freed from the presence of the
Piedmontese troops, and left free to shape
their own destinies, there can be no doubt that
the people of those States, as distinguished
from the Lordes of brigands, escaped galley-

slaves, and villains of every description who
followed in the wake of the ivading army,
would by an immense majority re-establish the
Sovereign Pontiff in his ancient authority;
backed however as they are by the foreign

mercenaries of Piedmont, a handful of Revolu--

tionists manage for the moment to rule the
country. o

The newly elected King of Spain seems to
have s nice warm time ia store for him should
‘he attempt to take possession of the throme.

of Westminster, has issued a powerful protest,

On one side he will have to cncounter the Re-
publican party who want no King to rule over
them; on the other hand he will be opposed by
the Carlist party which has never abandonfzd
the hopes of restoring the crown of Spain to its
legitimate owners—the heirs of Don Carlos.

A Tours correspondent telegraphs that the
Government has advices from General d'Aurel-
les’ headquarters to the 3rd, and from Paris fo
the night of the 2nd. The engagement In
which the 14th and 16th corps participated on
Friday, occurred with Stephen von Pappen-
heim’s division of Von der Tann’s corps, sup-
ported by Duke Albrecht and Stolberg’s cav-
alry division, and Von Willich's 22nd infantry
division.

The fight lasted all day without decisive re-
suits, the French fighting with extraordinary
courage and great skill. At nightfall the 15th
Corps held Arthenay, and the Eight Corps
positions extending northward along the Rail-
way toward Paris.

A Paris despatch states that the advantages
sained by Ducrot and Vinoy are highly im-
portant. Vinoy with two divisions of the
Second Corps was perfectly successful in cutting
his way out on the 20th as far south as Rungis
and only retired in order to allow Ducrot to
overcome the obstacles retarding his further
advunce.

Loxpoy, Dec. 4.—Dr. Maaning, Archbishop

which was read in all the Catholic churches to-
day, against the invasion of Rome by the
Ttalians, and the attempt to deprive the Pope
of his Temporal Power. He denounces the
act as sacrilege on the part of the King, treason
oa the part of the people, as a violation of pa-

tional and political justice, and an offence
against international law. He declares it sub-
versive of religion and morality, and dangerous
to the stability of governments and thrones.

Tne Best JokE YeT.—The Institut Cana-
dien has protested through its lawyer, Mr.
Doutre, against the Catholic Judges, as being,
ou account of their religion, incompetent to give
an honest decision in the Guibord case, which
is still before the Courts, Our readers will re-
member, we suppose, how, last year, a man
named Guibord, member of the Justitut Cana-
dicn, an anti-Catholic Society, membership with
which excludes of course from communion with
the Catholic Charch, died rather suddealy ;
whereupon he was refused, ot burial, but
burial with the special religious rites which the
Chureh accords to all those, but to those only,
who die in her communion, The Institut
Canadien, in the name of the widow of the
deceased, took legal action to compel the per-
formance of the refused religious ceremonies,
and after a long and tedious litigation, a
wunanimous verdict in favor of the ecclesiastical
authorities was given, in appeal, by a Bench
composed of Protestants and Catholics. In
fact it could not be otherwise, since the only
questions at issue were these:—(1.) Have the
Civil Courts in Canada the power to determine
a person’s spiritual status? and (2.) Can any
person in Canada claim as a right to be enforced
by the secular arm, the spiritual services of the
Catholic Church ? That the friends of Guibord
had a legal right to demand that his hody
should be buried; 7., that it should be put
into a holo or grave, and covered over with
earth, so that it might not be disturbed, or be-
come a nuisance to the neighhorhood, no one
ever pretended to deny; and, therefore, burial
within the ground belonging to the Fabrigue of
Montreal was freely offered to the body of the
deccased Guibord; this did not eontent the
Institut Canadien, which calls upon the Civil
Tribunals to compel the Catholic Clergy not
only to bury the body of Guibord, but to bury
it with the same spiritual honors and ecclesias-
tical ceremonies, as those which she reserves for
her spiritual children.

Tt is this monstrous claim, a claim incom.
patible with religious liberty—a claim which
no Protestant sect however humble would re-
cognise or condescend even to listen to, that the
Institut Canadien seeks to enforce by appeals to
the anti-Catholie prejudices of the vulgar, and
to the tyrannical edicts of the days of absolute
monarchy in France when the Parliament of
Paris undertook to preseribe the administration
of the Sacraments, and to determine the con-
ditions on which the priest mizht refuse to ad-
mit to holy Communion. Of course, we say,
the cluims of. the Jastitut Canadien could find
no favor in the eyes of our Judges, whether
Catholic or Protestant; and from a Bench on
which both Protestant and Catholic Judges
presided, these claims were,without a dissenticnt
voice, pronounced to be utterly baseless.

Not content even with this the Institut Ca-
nadien though its advocate proceeds to recuse
the Catholic portion of the Judges as incom-
petent to deliver an impartial or honest verdict.
The decision of the Court on this act of recusa-
tion or protest was to have been delivered on
Monday the 5th inst., and should it reach us in
time will be announced in this week’s issue of
our paper, The issue is we think however

all Catholics be henceforward excluded from
the Bench, we cannot ses how the absurd recu-

1 sation of the Justitut Canadien can for a mo-

ment be seriously entertained.

We give below, as we find it published in
the Montreal Herald of the 5th inst., the first
plea of the act of recusation agninst the sitting
of Catholic judges in cases in which Catholic
interests, and the rights of the plaintiffs are at
issue.

The first plea in fact centains the pith of the
matter; to wit—that, as Roman Catholics,
Roman Catholic judges are in an especial man-
ner “ protectors of the Roman Catholic Churoh,
and of the body and community of Roman
Catholics, of whom the defendant forms part.”
Therefore, by implication, since the. plaintiffs
profess #o fear that, as protectors of the re-
ligious body of whom the defendants form part,
the verdict of Catholic judges will be unfavor-
able to them, the plaintiffs—it is the logical
conclusion that the said plaintiffs by this their
plea, confess that they—to wit, the widow Gui-
bord, and the members of L'Zustitut Canadien
—do not form part of that body and commu-
nity of which the Judges compluined of are, as
Roman Catholics, the protectors. But this, by
Inzical implication, is a confession that the
widow Guibord is not, that her deceaged
hushand was not, that the members of the fn-
stitut Canadien are not, members of the Ro-
man Catholic Church ; for if the said deceased
Guibord, at the time of his deccase, was—if
the widow Guibord is, a Roman Catholic; or
if the veal plaintiff, that is to say, if the mem-
bars of the Institut Canadiex, skulking beneath
the petticoats of the said widow Guiberd, were
Roman Catholics—then, as Roman Catholies,
the judges whom they protest against would be
their protectors.

Now it iy only on the false pretence -that
Guibord dicd a member of the religious body
or community known as Roman Catholics, that
Roman Catholic, or ecclesiastical as distin-
guished from mere civil, burial, can be claimed
for his remains; and thus by virtually distin-
guishing or separating themselves from that
body of which Roman Catholic judges are the
“ protectors,” the plaintiffs in the Guibord case
confess themselves not to be Roman Catholies,
and so cut away the very ground from under
their own feet. They reduce the whole case at
issue to this simple question:—

% Can ccclesiastical burial according to the peens
liar rites and ccremoniecs of the Rommaa Cathulic
Church be legally claimed for the rcmains of those

who at the time of their decease avowedly formed no
part of the Roman Catholic body or commuanity ?"

In short the plaintiffs have by their act of
recusation placed themselves in this dilemma.

Either they form, or they donot form, part
of the religious hody and community of which
the Roman Catholic Judge also form part,
1.e. the Catholic laity, and of which body the
said Judges are in an esseatial manner, the
protectors.

If the plaintiffs do form part of that bedy,
they have nothing to fear from those who are
the protectors of that body.

If they do not form part of that religious
body, to wit—the Roman Catholic Church,
they have no shadow of a reason for claiming
the religious services of the ministers of that
body, for Guibord, or for any other mombers
of the Institut Canadien.—Q. E. D.

Donoso Cortes begins his great work ou
Cutholicism by a quotation from M. Proudhon
who in his Confessions of a Revolutionist rc-
marks,—that—* it is surprising to observe how
constantly we find all our political questions
complicated with theological questions.” M.
Donoso Cortes rejoins that—¢ there is nothing
in this to cause surprise, except it- be the sur-
prise of M. Proudhon.”

Nevertheless M. Proudhon is mot the only
one who notices and marvels at the continual
mixing up of theological questions with poli-
tical questions so-called. The Protestant prees
of Canada marks the phenomenon with anxious
eyes, and is interested and curious to leam
“how often, and to what extent the Papal
opinion is invoked in our legislation.” We
reply :—That so often as a question in which
the moral interests of the community are con-
cerned, and the idea of “right” involved, so
often must authority in the moral order, and in
the theological order—since “right” comes
from God alonc—be invoked—Now to Cath-
olics, the Chureh, personified in the Pope isthe
one authority to which alone Catholics, who
enter largely into the composition of our legis-
lative bodies, bow, and to. which therefore they
necessarily appeal. Every political question in
which the idea of ¢ right” is involved, in-
volves a question of God—for all right is from
(God—and can therefore only be determined by
appeals to an authority speaking in the name
of God.

Now asuredly the question of Divorce is one
in which the moral interests of the community
are deeply interested; and onme also which in-
volves the idea of “right"—the «right” for
instance of man, to determine the conditions
under which man and woman shall live toge-

soarce doubtful ; ‘and unless it be proposed that

ther 83 -one flesh. Has God given man this

right ? or has He Himself determined those
conditions, 50 that man has but to obey them:
and by his legislation to give effect to the
divine decrees? These aro questions' surely
which cannot bo treated without the stirring of
theological questions. In justice to the Montreal
Herald one of our Protestant contemporaries,
we may here add that, on the question of ex-
pediency certainly, and we think also on that of
right, our able contemporary inclines to the
Catholic, or we should say Christian view of
marriage ; that i3 the indissoluble union of one
man with one woman; for he says *“we are
very much of Catholics in personal opinion on
this one question of divorce.” We are glad to
hear it, and as with St. Paul to King Agrippa,
we fecl tempted to exclaim— Would to God
that in all other things he and his readers were
altogether as are the Papists.”

What is Divorce? What does a Divorce
Act, or the sentence of a Divoree Court, really
effect? Does it alter the nature of things?
does it make that moral, and pleasing in the
eyes of God, which, without it, would be sin?
This no one will we think be silly enough to
pretend. God has mot given to the human
legislator the power of binding and lesing;
morality does not in any manner depend upon
what an Act of Parliament may decree or pro-
hibit ; the status as before God of the married
man, or the married womian, cannot be effected
by aught that the Dominion Legislature may
prescribe, or the Judge of a Divorce Court de-
termine. If it be adultery, that is to say mor-
tal sin, for & wan once married to cohabit with
a woman other than his wife, during the life
time of the latter, without a specinl Act of
Parliament, or the verdict of a Divorce Court
in his favor—it is none the less adultery, none
the less mortal sin which consigus the soal to
hell, for him so to coliabit even with the sanc-
tion of such an Act, or with such a judicial
sentence in his favor,

What thea does such a sentence effect ? It
does this, and no more. It releases him who
would otherwise be open to a criminal prosecu-
tion for bigamy, from the legal pains and
penaltics, which the human legislator, legislat-
ing when the idca of a Christian State still
survived, saw fit to add to the spiritual pains
and penalties which God has appointed for the
adulterer. It repeals the legul, or man-created
penaltics assigned to the offence, and that is all.
Bat the question arises, why in these days
when the State is practically diverced from the
Church—why should the laws against bigamy
be maintained ?  Why should not, in so fur as
the law i3 concerncd, every man and woman be
left frec to arrange the terms and conditions of
their own sexual unions? Why should not
these unions, by courtesy called marriage, be
terminable at any time, by and with the con-
sent of the contracting parties? due notice, in
the interest of third, or possible third, parties
being given in the shape of so many months
previous notice iu the Official Gazetic, and local
newspaper ?

Bizamy too—thoeugh the name iz bad, since
bigamy is impossible—should, according to the
spirit of the age, be treated simply us a breach
of contract; and as an offence cognisable by the
civil magistrate, then only when by fulse repre.
sentations, as by representing himself 1s single
when really married, a man induees another
woman to cohabit with him as his wife, This
is the idea of sexuul unions, which the great
organ of advanced Protestantism, the West-
minster Review, advocutes ; and to this we have
no doubt will it come ut last, as modern society
recedes more and more from the Catholic
Church and her teachings on the duties and
obligations of man and wife. But for the
penilties which human legislation has attached
to what it calls bigamy, there would be no'need
of application to Parliament for a Divorce Bill,
or for the creation of Divorce Courts. But on the
other hand, neither a Divorce Bill nor the sen-
tence of a Divorce Court can in any manner
add to, or take away from, the obligations of

" the divine law.

By simply repealing, thercfore, all civil laws
against bigamy, we should be spared the
scandal of the pleadings in divorce cases, whilst
the moral laws condemuing adultery, and pro-
hibiting bigamy, would remain in force the
same as ever. Why then is not this short and
easy method of getting rid of' all these nasty
cases which are often turning up, resorted to ?
Because our legislators have still some lingering
Christian prejudices; because they hesitate to
take the step which would entirely sever them
from Christendom, although that step is the
logical consequence of their own anti-Christian
and immoral theorieson marriage, as a mere civil
contract, and the power of 2 human legislature
to put asunder those whom God has joined to-
gether.

CaiLp MURDER IN THE UNITED STATES.
—The annexed paragraph from the Toronto
Globe, of the 21st Nov., is significant :—

#Fully. one-third of the whele population of

-Maassachusetts is now composed of Irish children.—

The baptisms of infants in the Catholic Church in
that Statd amount to 30,000-per annum.”

-

To CorrEsroNDENTS.—I,, B, wishes
know if it be true, as asserted in the Montrey]
Witness of the 30th ult,, that in the cyes of th
Roman Catholic Church the marriages of alt!’
Protestants are invalid, and the issue of such
unions, bastards ?

We feel as if we almost owed ap apology ¢
our readers for replying to such a question
but it is as well to speak out frankly, Thé
Wituess, in the passage alluded to by oyur cor-
respondent, has lied cither through iznoranee o
through malice, probably through the latter
cause. The marriages of Protestants are in
the eyes of the Roman Catholic Church, valig
honorable, chaste, and indissoluble uniens, and'
the children issue of such unions are legiti.
mate. Thisis why Catholic writers invei«.]al %
strongly agaiost the infamous Divorce La:rs in
operation in Great Britain and the United
States, and which it is to be feared may i
time be estended to Canada. If Protestun
warriages were not valid in the cyes of the
Catholic Church there would be no reason for
the opposition offered by our Catholic niembers
of the Legislature to the Bills oceasionally
brought into Parliament for the dissolutiog of
those unions; it is because, and only beeause, iy
the eyes of the Church sueh unions urp trixly
Christian marriages, and therefore in fhei;
essence indissoluble, that her statesmen %
strongly evince their horror of the Divoree Bil,
from time to time laid before thewm; it is be.
cause the Catholic Church looks upon Protes.
tant marriages as chaste and henorable, thy
she, without hesitation, confers the Sacramey
of Orders upon the issuc of smch marriywes -
it is because she recognizes those union: a:;
truly indissoluble marriages, that she refys;
to confer the same Sacrament upon those who,
mrried as Protestants, return to her bosoy,
Being married they cannot become Priests,

These facts, patent to all the world, suffice
to show how maliciously false are thé allezs.
tions of the Witness. The object of the ﬁu.
principled editor of that journal seems to be
that of stirring ill-blood betwixt Her Majesty's
Protestant and Catholic subject in Canada, now
living together as good brethren should live, i
peace and amity. It should be the object then
of every man, whether Catholic or Protestant,
to try and frustrate the malice of the Witnes.

A Bap ILLUSTRATION. -~ The Montreal
Witness speculating on the probable copse
quences of the abandoament of the Papil
Territory to the attacks of Italian Fe
nians and revolutionists, instances the case of
the poor creature called the Patriarch of e
stantinople, who ¢ can exercise full power over
the Greck Charch without any temponl
sovereignty-—“as a proof that the Temponl
Power of the Pope is not necessary to enable
him to exercise the full authority which per
tains to him by virtue of his high spiritual of
fice,”

No doubt the Witness, and the sect to which
it belongs, would be glad to sce the Pope de-
graded to the level of the Patriarch at Con
stantinople, who is a mere tool or puppet iu the
hands of the Turkish Government ; 1ts creature,
its thing or chattel, hound to do its behests,
and incapable of one single free act.

No! Rather than sec the Pope reduced to
the creature of the Civil Power, we would s
him in the catacombs. There are but two
kinds of independence; the independence of
Sovereignty, and the independence of Persecu
tion. We do not invite the latter; but if il
be God's will, we are prepared to aceept i,
trusting in Him for strength to bear, and grace
to profit by it. The Pope may be robbed of
his legal Sovereignty, but never will he subuit
to the degradation of being the subject of any
human sovereign.

Here is an jaccount, which we clip from the
Montreal Gazette, of Catholic missions, and
missionarics to the Indians, in the Aretic it
gions. The Catholic priest will have itallto
himself there ; no Protestant missionaries with
their wivesand little ones,and their domesticcot:
forts will ever penetrate to those dreary and i
hospitable regions we may be pretty sure.—
They prefer ¢« Home Missions’ to Papists, 'R
¢« Foreign Missions” to genial climes, where
there is good euting and drinking, and some.
thing better than an oceasional turnip for Sur-
days, or other Feasts, on which, as we learn,
our Romish priesés, with their corrupt fuith
make merry on gila days. No, we may red
assured that the Catholic Arctic Missions wil
never be interfered with by Protestant missio®
arics and missionaresses, These have “2°
call” for such work ag awnits them in sucl
rigorous climes ;~——

Joumr, 111, March: 1870,—I propose to condit
your readers, in spirit, to the mission of Divine P
vidence, which is situated within the Arctic Cirel®
Imaginc to yourself that you are present at o m¥
sionary residence some 800 or 900 miles from 88/
other white man's dwelling, Here there areé Lin
missioners. One of them i8 going on a journey i1
will take some three or fonr months, The prepart
tions arc soon made, Here s the list of the miEy
sioner's baggage ; and remembor that my list ﬂ_,':: :
fictitious one, it is a stern reality ;- two bl““?‘“ﬁ'

one half buffalo robe, twelve pounds of pemicatg.
that is grease and buffalo flesh mixed ; a small {WUs"




