
STHE TREn A CA HQLIC mCRONICLE. -

mayrgè thtthis opuinion can beogentiy defended,
'but àän opiionàit4i;for sayO.ye who ahold it, how
ihany of you would dierather than doubt-it? Do you
noar hold it sinful to. douit i brratber, as I have al-
ready said, do you not think it allowable, natural, ne-
cessarybecoming, lumble-minded and sober-minded
1 :èdoùbt it? de you&notilmostthinklbetter.of.a'man
'fo4doting it,provided he doesitfolloWhis doubts

ind~end ta disbelievingit' Y - -·
Henée tbese very same. persons, 'who speak so se-

verely f any one whà leaves the communion in which
lhe was born, doubting of itthemselves, are inL conse-
quenc-ed ta viw his act as an affront done to their
body;:ratherithan as an evil to hidi. They consider

tl as a personal affront to a part>' and an injury to a
i'cause;aad the affront is greater or less according t6

le mischief iwbicli it does them in the particular case.
t is nt his loss but their inconvenience, iwhîcli is the

ièàlmenésure of bis sin. If a person:isin any way im-*

portant<or useful to them, they ivill protest against bis
act_; if he is troublesome to thein, if' be goes (as they
say)tee far, if he is a scandai, or a centre ofiperverse
influence, or'in any way disturbs the order and wel-
lare.of their body, they are casily reconciled to his
prceeding; the more courteous of them congratulate
bim on hishonesty, and the more bitter congratulatë
tliemselves on being rid d bim. Is such the feelinge
of a mother and of kinsmen towards a son and a bro-
ther? "can a motlierforget lier bahe, that she should
»àt have conipassion on the son oflier womb 1" Did
S man leave the Catholie Church, our first feeling,my
brctbren, as yu kno so well, would lie one of aive
and fear; wë should consider that, though ve were
even lòsing a scandai to us, still that our gain vould
he noting in comparison to bis loss. 'Wc knov that
nonecau desert the. Church without quenching an ina-
'estiwable gift of grace; that lie as already received
ar definité influence and effect upon his soul sucb, as he
caaot dispossess bimself of i iithout the gravest sin;
that thoughli he may have bad many temptations to dis,
'bèlieiè, they are only like temptations to sensuality,
harmless without bis willing co-operation. This is
whliy the Church does net allow -him to reconsider the
question of lier oin divine mission ; because suchain-t
quiries, thouglithe appointed means of entering lier
pale, are esuperseded on his entrance by the gift of a
spiritual sight, a gift wich consumes doubt so utterly;
'that henceforth it is not that he must'net, but that he
cannot entertain it except by his own greatù culpabil-
ity; and; therefore mustnot, because lie cannot. This
is what we:hold, and are conscious of, my brethren;
and, as holding it, we never could feel satisfaction and
relief, on first hearing of the defection of a brother, be
lie ever so unwrorthy, ever so scandalous; our first

"feeling ivould be sorrow. We are n fact often obliged
to bear with. scandalous members against our ivili,

'fom cihaiitly to them.; but tiose, whose bighest belief
is bt an iiference, whot are obligedto go 'over in their
minds trom iine toe time the reasons and the .gr-ounds
e? their 'creed, l'est thcy shou]d hapjeneito be leftiith-
out their conclusion, these persons not having faith,
bave no opportunity foi charity, id thinkthat ivhen a
'man leaves them, wo bas givenitem any trouble, itis
a double gain, ta him that hie is ïhere bis litter fit-
ted to lbe, to themselvis that they it>'att peace.

What I have bean saying'will account for another
thing, which otherwise iwili surprise us. The wiorld
cannot believe that Catholics really hold what tbey
profess to bold ; and supposes that, if they are édu-
cated men, they arc kept up to their professions by
external influence, by superstitious fear, by pride; by
interest, or other bad or unworthy inotive, Men of
the werld- have never believed la their iwhole life,
never had had; simple faith in things unseen, never have
iad more than opinion about them, that they migbt be
true and might be false, but probably were true, or
doubtless.were true; and la consequence they think
an absoluté, unhesitating faith la any thig unseen sim-
ply an extravagance, and espeaially wben it is exercis-
ed on objects Which they do not believe themselves,
or even reject with scorn or abhorrence.. Andi hence
they prophesy that the Catholic Church must fall, in
proportion, as menare directed to the sober examina-
tion of their own thoughts and'feelings, and to the sep-
aration of ibat is real and true from .what is a mat-
terof ivords.and pretence. They cannot understand
how ar faith il. the. Blessed Sacrament is a genuine
living portion of our minds; they think ita mere pro-
fession which we embrace ivith no ihward assent but
because we are told that we shall be lost unless we
profess it; or because the Catholic Chureb bas in
dark ages cominitted ierself to it, and ire cannot elp
*ourselves, thougi me would, if we could,L and. thre-
fôre receive it by constraint, from a sense of duty ta-
irards our cause, or in a spirit of party. They will
not believe but wbat we would gladly .get rid of the
doctrine of transubstantiation, as a large stone about
our necks, if we could. . What shocking words tol ise !
It would bie vrong to use them, were they not neces-
sary to,make you understand, my brethren, the privi-
legeavhich you have, and the w-orld lias not. Shtock-
ingindeed.and .most profane! a relief totrid ourselves
o the doctrine that Jesus is on -our Altars! as well
ay> a relief ta t-id ourseelves ai lte bali taI Jesus ise

*Godto tarid~ curselves faihie bal.i ltat thtere 15 a
~God. .Yes,,that I suppose is the friue relief, to be-
lievecnothing;nt all, or.nott bé hound to believenany'
thling ;sta believe fit-st anc thing, Ilhen another, ta bie-
lievé whmative pieuse fer as long asiweplease.; tat is,
net la believe, but toc have' an opinion about every'
ting, and:let: nothing sit close upon us, te commit
ourseelves to'nothing; ta keep ltheuaseen*orld altoge-.

.ther;at a distatice. But ime are to.lielievecanyitbing
ut nl, if. me are la takea soma propositions or dogmias
as truc, whly il should;be a tntrdcn te blie wmittiš
se gracious, and mwhat se concerne sc, rallier titan*what
ileis ntimate und lcesmtining,.whyt> we'mùst.notibe..:
lieravitaI Ged issämaong.us if-God therëéisîvby iec
mJriò tb blieve Ihat God:dwells on aur Altar-s asiwelli

das:;that tHe dwélsintthe sky, cer-taly> 'le notIá s
el lfiideat, butdr mIat Àve bave a claim t 'ask' ltée

reasonse? ôi-of4those, who profesYtat 'tséaratioril-
and so natral in all'theirdeti'tion. my bre-
thren, how narrow-minded isçtis world.at'bottom aif-
ter all, in spite ofits pretences and inspite"of appear-
ances1! Here you see, it cannot;by. a stretch.of ima-

'ginationconceive that an' thingexiss,of4 yvich ithas
ntetcognizance in its own hartt ;:i will not.admit'into
itsimagination tlie very idea tat we have .faith, -be-
cause It doesnot know what' faitl isfrôm experience,
and it will not admit that theire is any' thing in 'the
mind of man, which it does not xperiencek.itseif, for
that would be all one with admittine :after,.ll that
there is such a thing as a mystery. ft must.know, ift
must be the measure of ail things, and so in4self-de-
fencef. considers us bypocritical, who teachbwhat we
cannot believe, lest it should be foreed to confess it-
self lind. " Behold iwhat mnanner of charity the Fa-
ther bath bestowed on us, that ve should be called,
and should be, the sons of God ; the world doth there-
fore know not us, because it knoweth not Hlim !i

It is for the sane reason tiat inquirers,who are ap-
proaching the Church, find it so difficult to persuade
themselves that Ltir doubts will not continue after
they have entered it. This is the reason they assigan
for not becoming Catholics; for whbat is to becoie of
them, they ask, if their present doubts continue after
their conversion? they will have nothing to .fall back
upon. They do not refiect thtat their present difficul-
tics are moral enes, not intellectual;-I mean, that it
is not that they really doubt whether the conclusion
at iwhic lithey have arrived, tliat the Catholia Church
comes from .God is truc; this they do not doubt in
their reason at ail, but their mind is too feeble and
dull to grasp and keep liold of tbis truth. They re-
cognize it dinly, though certainly, as the sun.throughb
mists and clouds, and they forget that it is the office
of grace to clear up glooni. and htaziness, to steady
that fitfui vision, to perfect reason by faith, and to
convert a logical conclusion into an object ofintellee-
tual sight. And thus they will not credit it as pos-
sible, when we assure itii, of wbat ie bave seen in
so many instances, that all their trouble will go, wien

.once they have entered the communion.of Saints, and
the atmospiere of grace and light, and that they will
be so full of pence- and joy as not to know hoi to
thank God enoughi, , and from the very force of their
feelings and the necessity of relieving them, they wlll

'set about converting others with a sudden zeal hsbich
contrasts strangely iith tieir late vacillation.

Two remarks I must addi l conclusion, in explana-
tion of what I have been saying.

First, do not suppose I have been speaking dispa-
ragement of human reason: it is the iray to faith; its
conclusions are often the very objects of faith. It
precedes faith, wen souls are converted to the Cath-
olic Church; and it is the instrument which the
Church herself is guided to make use of, iwien she is
called upon to put forth those defimitions of doctrine,
which, according to the promise and powîer of er
Lord and Saviour, are infallible ; but still reason is
one thging and faith is another, and reason can as little
be made a substitute'for faith, as faith forreason.

Again, I have been speakiag as if a state of nat;ure
were utterly destitute of the influènces of grace, añd
as if those who are external to the Church acted.sim-
ply -from nature. I have so sppken for the sake of
distinctness, that grace and nature might clearly be
contrasted iith each oler; but it is not the case in
fact.- God gives His g.race te ail men, and to those
io profit by it, He gives more grace, and even those
who quench il stii have the offer. Hence some men
act simply from nature ; some act fromnature in come
respects, not l others; otliers are yielding themselves
to the guidance of the assistancesgiven them ; others
may even be lu a state of justification. Hence it is
impossible to apply what bas been said above to mdi-
viduals, wbose hearts are a secret with God. 'Many

are under the influence partly of reason and pârtly of :
faith, believe some things firmly, and have putan opi-
nion anothers. Many are la conflict ith them-
selves, and are advaning to a crisis, after which they
embracé or recede from ithe truth. May are using
the assistances of graces so well, that they are in the
way to receive its permanent indwelling in their
hearts. Many, ire may trust, are enjoying that per-
manent ligIt, and are being securely brâught forward
into tlie Chúrch ; some, nias ! may bave reeeived it,
and not advancing towards the Holy House in which
it is stored, are losing it, and, thougi they knoiw it not,
living only by the recollections of what ias once pre-
sent within them. These are secret tbings -with God;
but ti great and general truths remain, that ature
cannot see God, and that grace is the sole means of
seeing Iim; and that, white i enables us to do so,it
also brings us into is Church, and is never given us
for our illumination, but it is also given to marke us
Catholics.

O, my dear brethren, what j'oy and ivtat thaikful-
ness should be ours, that God has ibroug eht us ie Ithe
Church of is Son! 'Wliat gift is equal to it in the
wbole world in its preciousness and in its rarity'! In
this country in particular, ihere herey ranges far and
wide, ihere uncultivated'nature ias so undisputed.a
fieldI ailliai- owrn,where g-race je g-iran ta suait numbers
ont>'lo be profaned and gqïenchaed, mItera :baptiemss
only' remain inltheit- impr-ese andI char-acter, andI failth
is ridicuted for its very' firniness;to find oui-salves be-c
la the ragion ai fight la th1e tomne ai peace, in lte pr--
sence ofiSaints, te find out-salves ihere wea cati use
everyfacuity ai lte mind and affection af lte hatlina
i.tsperfeciôn because irn itsappointed place andI office,
la find our-salves . lte possession ai certainty, con-
sisteney', sltbllity, la lttightest andI ballast subjéats
-ai' huan thoeuglit, ta bave hope tare, antI héavena
bei-cafter, ta bie on lte. Móunt wiih Christ, whileie 
poor word is guessing didt qimrreliing ut its foot hota
among us cshall not .wmit- a His bl.essedness, whoe
'halh net- ha awe-si-dck at the iscrutable' gràce 'ai
God,.whicht bas br-ought:'hing net althers, wnhere be
stands? "Being justiflëd b>'failli, .bave: ie pence.
tG#ards Ged through eur'-Lor-d Jasas Crt;b>'

Protestant party among them; .and Ifimd I give of-
fence when I propose that change as the sole alterna-

whomôxve'have thrugb faith access into this grace
wheieiiiwe stand;aid glor>y in hope of the glory of
ihe. sans of God.And hope maketh not ashanned,
for. the ctharity of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
ihe Holy Gbost which is given ta us." And as St.
John says. stil more exactly to our purpose, ."Ye
have,the unction. from the Holy One." -Your.eyes
are anointed by Him .who put clay on te eyes of the
blind man, i. from IHIim bave .yuannctionand ye
know,",not conjecture, or suppose, or opine, bùt
" knaow," see, " ail things." " Sa let the unction
which you bave received ai Him, abide in you. Nor
need ye that any One teach you, but as His unction
teaches you .ofail things, and is,.true and no lie, and
bath tauglit you, sa abide in im." You can abide
in nothing 'else; opinions, change ; conclusions are
feeble ; inquiries run their course; reason stops short;
but faith alone- reaches, faitb only endures. Faiti
and prayer alone will endure in that last dark hour,
when Satan urges ail bis powvers and resources against
the sinking soul. Wbat will it avail* us then ta bave
devised sane subtle argument, or to have led some
brilliant attack, or to have mapped out the field of
history, or ta have numbered and sorted the weapons
of controversy, and ta bave the bomage of friends and
the respect of the world, for our successes,-wbat
wili it avail ta have had a position, ta have folloved
out a work, ta have reanimated an idea,to have made
a cause ta triumph,.if after ail we have not the light
of faith ta guide us on froin this world ta the nexti
O how fain shall, we be in that day ta exchange our
place with the humblest, and dullest, and most ignorant
of the sons of men, rather than ta stand before the
judgment-seat in the lot of' him iho bas received
great gifts from God, and used them for self and fôr
ian, wyho lias sliut bis eyes, whob as trifled with truth,
wvho bas repressed his muisgivings, hli bas been led, on
by' God's grae, but stopped short Of its scope, whio
'bas neared the land of promise, yet not gone forward
te take possession of it !

.Te maris et terrm, numeroque carentis arente
Menscorem cohibent, Archyta,

Pulveris exigul prope littus parva Matinum
Munera ; nec quicquain tibi pradesi

Aerios tentasse damas, animoque rotudur
Percurrisse polum, marituro!

tive.
THE PIEDMONTESE QUESTIrN.--A letter from

Rome of.14th inst., Ithe Univers, says:--" The fol-
lowing détails on the audiencéof .M'. Pineli are given:
Wien Ibis diplomatist was afnnounced, Monsignor
Barnabo, Secretary o f the Propaganda, 'a with the
Pope. He was about to cllect his papers andrtire,
but the Holy Father told lim to leave them and
remain. The cause of M. Pinelli was detestable,
but it appears that lia faund means of verifying the
truth of the proverb, Cuasa patrocinia non bona
pejor erit. Whether from incapacityor whîliether
the presence of the Holy Fater intimidated iim, he
spoke with embarrassment, and as if hie were aware of
the poverty of.liis arguments. He is said to bave
insisted on the point, that the political changes in the
Sardinian States rendered certain changes necessary
in points of discipline, in which the State lias some
interest. His Holiness is said to have observed that
the Holy See does not refuse dispensations in matters
of discipline when the necessity of them is demon-
strated, but that before granting them ithey ouglit at
least to be demanded. On the question of the Con-
cordat, his Holiness is represented to have -observed
that it was difficult to understand how a new Concor-
dat could be eonluded at a moment at wich existing
Concordats are trampled under foot. Piedmont, in
fact, he said, hIad proved by its acts that it did not
consider itself bound by Concordats, and so long as it
should maintain that pretension, it was iear that any
nei Concordat could have no other result than to tie
down the Holy See without binding the Cabinet of
Turin. To execute a serious contract, both parties
should consider thtemselves equally bound to respect
their engagements. To-morrow there miglit be new
political changes in Piedmont, and, in vie-w of the
principle laid down by the Cabinet of Turin, the con-
tract concluded on the eve might he arbitrarily set
aside. The Sardiinian envoy having replied, with a
certain vivacity, that such was the public law received
in Piedmont, bis Holiness is said to have interrupted
him by saying, 'Piano, piano, Commander; take
care you do not calumniate your country by ascribing
to it opinions ihich are perbaps only those of some
private individuals.' On the whole M. Pinelli was not
brilliant, and retired but little satisfied."

bISTRIBUTIoN OF PRIZES AT PROPAGANDA.-
Firom a letter, dated Rome, Sept. 13, 1850 :--The
students of the three nations have not fallen short
this earaf thlitancical reputatien for acadamical
succass in the EternaCity. Attcedistrihttiona i
prizes in the Schools of Propaganda, some of the
higiest honors were taken by the students of the Irish
Colle e The Rev. M aDunne was speciall>men-
tione ,on accounit of the spirited and learned defen-
sion sustained by him 'a fe weeks previously, before
the Cardinalsi of the Sacred Congregation. Mr.
Moran, also of the Irish College, r vceived lour me-
ils, to which a fift magnificent one of gold ias
'added to his dther honors allotted for the studènt
rvho most distinguisied hiimself in the hiager schools.
Mr. Murray, an Irish student aI Propaganda, re-
ceived three medals. Amongst those who received
distinctions in the Schools of the Roman Collage,
Mr. Downie, of the Scotch Collage, obtained threc
gold medals in the Higlier School of Theology. O
the 12th instant, at the premiation in the Schtools of
the Roman Seminary, the Rev. Louis English, of tlie
Englisi College, received the degree of Doctor of
Divinity, thus closing his theological course, inihich
lie ias received so muci distinction. Messrs. Whitty
and Brown, of the same College, received the degree
of Bachelor in Divinity ; and amongst those wo re-
ceived medals in the classes of theology, three were
takaen by Mr. Whitty, three by Mr. Brown, one by
Mr. Virtue, and, one by Mr. Burke."-Cor-esponý
dent of Tablet.

IRELAND.
FATHER IGNATIUS IN CARRICK-oN-SUIR.-F--

ther Ignatius (the Honorable and Rev. Dr. George
Spencer) arrived in Carrick-on-Suir on 18th Sept.
He at once visited the Very Rev. Dr. Conolly, P.P.,
V.G., -who, it need scarcely he said, received hint
most kindly and warily, and rejoiced in the opportun-
ity of welcoming to Carrick so brigit an ornament of
the Faith. Father Ignatius soon afterards proceed-
cd to the beautiful parish chapel, where he celebrated
Mass, whiich was attended by large crownds, attracted
to see so distinguished and self-sacrificing a Mis-
sionary. Soon afterwards lie went through the town
on bis mission of charity, accompanied by the Very
Rev. Doctor Conolly, and solicited and obtained aid
towiards the erection of new churcies in. England.
Notwithstanding the. depression of the times, lie con-
tributions were characteristically generous on the
part of the good people. of Carrick. .He.remained
during his, sojourn in Çarrick at the hospitable re-
sidence of Dector Conolly. On Tiursday morning
(I 9tlh Sept.) h aIlso celebrated Mass at tlie pârish
chapel, and exlorted tlie congregation likewise.-
After Mass lie pioceeded to the Convent of the Pre-
sentatiorn Nuns, mwhera te iras. receiv.ed' itthéb ut-
most je>' b>' ltheteligiauses ai liat exelln estabt-
lishîment. Ha breakfastel aI lthe Convént,:andIl ithe
caourse of hie mhorning sl ont fe Ecsbaoàui lte
resideace ai bis relative ttc Enari ai' Baesboràugh,
wl ithoh lin heiemained dutring lthe ddly arid àfter-
wrde pr-oceeded toWaterfor-d. Cr½ds 'f1 iersons
bldearond in t Crac nd; Piltow' ~tobeg.his

blesirgs ndpisayers, antI sénverai younkehilreni
mer presented ta *hinù. Ii Pillowrn'be alsoliade a

qollection :ianaid ai 'hiemission. Theè 4eëpti6di ai
the hao'r-oable antI ri-arnI gertleman by.'the Rigt

Rev1 t -. Foat-n antIh IéClergu àridI iti*eri<dfWa-
forfo't rormtccs la be tii tintit .Çàgto bë lthe
bands ai a Pt-chua ése riobléelièai-td;aùd, Q lfry
.aatIpeopIê se dem tedt FathtInatiu2W'ke der-

CATHOLIC INTELLIGERCE0

ITALY.
THE CHURCH 1N SARDINIA AND PIEDMONT.

"The mission of M. Pinefli to Rome," says the
Turin correspondent of the Times, "is considered
now to have been a complete failure, and I presume
the Government only waits the personal explanations
he will give on his return to determine on its line of
action. The position lias been rendered more difficult
by the conduct of the Archbishop of Cagliaria in
Sardinia, wlo bas frankly and unbesitatingly excom-
municated the makers and executors of a laiw passed
last session for suppressing tithes, and making athef
Church reforms in the islands. lis words are thse.ý

'In consequence of an act of siequestration being
made, and seals affixed, after the keys iwere vithdrawn,
on the door of the Contadoria-of the churchI kept
in an apartment of our episcopal residence, being a
sacred and religious domicile-the Canonicallaivs are
violated, especially those of the Council of Trent,
and of the Pontifical Constitution. Seeing that such
things were not done in ignorance, as ive published
fui] notice of the illegality of the first proceeding in
the official gazette of this island on November 13,
1849, We, by virtue of our ordinary autbority, do
now declare, subject to great excommunications, by
the very fact, all the authors, co-operators, assistants,
and supporters of the said affixing seals and sequestra-
tion, and removal of the keys, and we prohibit all the
clergy of the diocese to administer the sacraments to
them, without our special permission in every separate
case.

Given at our violated episcopal residence,
'EnIANuEi, Archbishop.'

"This is rather bold language, and from it, and the
conduct of the Archbishop here, ire may judge of
what stuff Roman Catholic Prelates are made, and
hiow vain it is to quarrel with them, and acknowledge
the authority of the Church at the sane time. I do
not hear, however, that the Sardinian dignitary bas
been arrested, and committed to prison-thougi, in
the eye of the law, his conduct is much graver than
that of our ecclesiestical martyr here. I rather think
he defies the authority of the Croira, as the island is
sometbing like our native district of Connemara,
where the Royal writ neverdid run, and probably
does not run te this day. The fact is, that the Cabinet
of M. d'Azegio bas walked with eyes open into a
labyrinth of difficulties; so much so, that I again sus-
peet the tlhing bas been done designedly, for the
purpose of forcing from the See of Rome various
privileges iwhich never would have been granted on
negociation. No doubt, the Church never refuses a
repentant sinner;- and M. d'Azegia and bis colleagues
iwill receive absolution if they confess, and cry.' Pc-
cavi," after the whole panier of sin is filled$as they
would nowi for a first offence. For thdt reason,
probably, the present course bas been determined o,
and that reason anly eau excuse its, perilous and
irregular features. I have been spoken to on tthis
subject by a great number of private friends, asivell
as by tlose attached to the Goverinment, and I have
invariably toid them, Piedmoit must give way or
becomel Protestant; andi unless the Ministry are 'h.
vinced that thepeople will support thern inthi.eIlàtter
dctermination,. if they are prepared tliemslJyes to
make it, they- must-talk and bluster as tbey mny

:they must succumb. lan mn opinio,thougleai ali
»e opúlation of Piednont-are disconteated :withthè

coanet of the Pope and,"ofi Cabinet, :tbetié i.


