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ny of .jrou;ﬁdu']d{,di. Tat ,i'.‘_t.h'an doubt-it? Do you
w- hold it sinful-to: doubt-it - or rather, as I have al-
éady. said; do you not think it allowable, natural,  ne-

t it ou‘nota

gnd<end in- dlsbéliénﬁigi'ite‘l-:

. .Hence:

hese'very same.persons, who speak so se-

.. verely of any-one.who leaves the communion. in which

- " 'he was’born, doubting of ititheniselves; are in". conse-
-.-iquence-led'to’view his act as an aflront done-to their
- 'body; rather’than-as'an evil to himi. - They consider
iiit‘as’a personal affront to a party and an injury to a
cause; and the affront is greater or less according to

. "themischief which it does them in the particular case.
~ .- Ttis not his loss but their inconvenience, which is-the
“real ‘measure ‘of bis sin. If-a-person-is-in any- way -im-
ortant.or.useful to them, they will protest against his
act ; if he is troublesome to themn, if he goes (as they

- say) too far, if be is a scandal, or a centre of perverse
influence, or'in any way disturbs the ‘order and wel-
fare of their body, they are casily reconciled to his
proceeding ; the more courteous of them congratulate
him on his'honesty, and the more bitter congratulate
therselves on being rid of him.. Is such the feeling
‘of a mother and of kinsmen towards a son and a bro-
ther 7 ¢ can a mother forget her babe, that she should
ot have comipassion on'the son of:lier womb?” Did
‘a'man leave’the Catholic Church, our first feeling, my
Drethren, as you know so well, would be one of awe
and fear ; we should. consider that, though we were
‘even losing a'scandal to us, still that our gain would
'be nothing in comparison to his loss. ~'We know that
.none can ‘desert’ the Church without quenching an in-
‘estimable gift of grace; that he has already received
4 definité influerice and effect upon his-soul such, as he
‘cannot dispossess himself of it without the gravest sin ;
‘that though he may have bad many temptations to dis-
‘betieve, they are-only like temptations to sensuality,
‘harmless without his willing co-operation. ‘This is
“why the Church does not allow him to reconsider the
question of ber own divine mission ; because such in-
‘quiries, though the appointed means of entering her
‘pale, are superseded on. his entrance - by the gift of a
spiritual sight, a gift which consumes doubt so utterly;
“that’ henceforth it is not that he must-not, but that he
‘cannot entertain it except by lis own: great;culpabil-
ity ; and therefore must not, because he cannot. This
i3 what we hold, and are conscious of, my brethren ;

‘andy as holding it, we never ‘could feel satisfactionand |
‘ragement of hluman reason: it is the way to faith; its |

relief, on first hearing of the defection of a brother, be
'he ever so unworthy, ever so scandalous; our first
“feeling would be sorrow. We are infact often obliged
“to bear- with scandalous members against our will,
“from charity to them; but those, whose highest belief
“is but an inference, who are obliged'to go over'in their
_ “minds from time to.time the reasons and the -grounds
“of their creed, lest they should happen to beleft writh-
“out their conclusion, these persons not having faith,
“have no opportunity for charity, and think that when a
" man. leaves them: who has given them any trouble, it is
a double gain, to him that he is Wwhere_ he'is better fit-
‘ted to be, to themselves that they aré“at peace.
" What I have bean:saying ' will account for another
thing, which otherwise will surprise us.  The world
- cannot believe. that Catholics really hold what they
profess to bold ; and supposes that, if they are edu-
" cated men, they are kept up to their professions’ by
~external influence, by superstitious fear, by pride; by
interest, or other bad or unworthy inotive. IMen of
“the world bave never believed in their whole life,
never had had simple faith in things unseen, never have
had more than opinion about them, that they might be
~true and might be false, but probably were true, or
doubtless. were true; and in consequence they think
--an absoluté, unhesitating faith in any thing unseen sim-
ply an extravagance, and especially when it is exercis-
ed on objects which they do pot believe themselves,
. or even reject with scorn or abliorrence.. And hence
. they prophesy that the Catholic Church must fall, in
_proportior: as men are dirécted to the sober examina-
. tion of their own thoughts and feelings, and to the sep-
aration of what is real and true from .what is a mat-
. ter of words.and pretence. They cannot understand
- how oir faith in the. Blessed Sacrament is 2 genuine
. Jiving portion of our minds; they think it.a mere pro-
fession which we embrace with no inward-assent but
. because we are told that we shall be Jost unless we
. profess it; or because the Catholic Church has in
dark ages committed herself to it, and we cannot help
" ourselves, though. we would, if we could, and. there-
. fore receive it by constraint, from a sense of duty to-
wards our cause, or in a spirit of party. - They will
~not believe but what we would gladly _get rid of the
. doctrine of  transubstantiation, as a large stone about
.-our necks; if we could.. . Whatshocking words to-use !
+It.would be:wreng to usethem, were they not neces-
..saty to,make you understand, my brethren, the privi-
. lege which you have, and the world has not. - Shock-
ing indeed: and most profine! a relief to:rid ourselves
.of the doctrine that Jesus'is onour Altars! as well
..say a relief to rid ourselves of the Delief:that Jesus is
+;.God ;'to.rid, ourselves of the belief that there is a

..God.; Yes,that T suppose is the true relief, to.'be-
i lieve: nothing :at all, or,not.te be hound to believeany

-.thing ;-to believe first one*thirig; then another, to:be-
.. 1iéve whatiwe. please for.as long as we:please ; thatis,
.not to believe,.but to:have'an opinion about every
. :thing,..and;Jet: nothing. sit. close upon us, t6 commit
..ourselves tonothing, to, keep the:unseenworld altoge-
. ther.at.a distance. - But if we are to believe any:thing
. .at:all}if: we are:to_take:some propositions or. dogmas

" vasitrue;why it shiould be a :burden-to believe what: s’
- - s0°gracious;-and ‘what so concerns us,rather than what

. *

- is less:intimate; and less.winning,. why :we'must not be-
iéve. that.God:is;among.us; if God.there:is, why, we
ayriot: believe that God.dwells on our Altars aswell

that iHe:dwells: in;:the ;:sky, certainly is" not. so

elf-evident, but what. ;we have a claim 16 -ask: the

gently. defended,
‘who' holdit, -how

essary, becoming, humble-minded;and: sober-minded | gination; conceive t ]
it ol 4lm : ‘man | not-cognizance in its own he
}itsimagination:the very idea

‘reasons’of itiofithose,:whoipro
and.so naturalin all‘their dete
thren, how. narrow-minded is this
ter all; in spite of.its pretences. an
ances ! :Here you see, it cann
-gination:conceive that any thin,
big: 2L
that we;
‘cause'it doessnot know what fai fr
and.it-will.not admit that there is.any
mind of man, which it does not experienc
that would be all:one with- admitting after,:all- that
there is such a thing as a mystery. Tt must know, it
must be the measure of all things, and so in:self-de-
fence it considers us hypocritical, who teach-what we
cannot believe, lest it . should be forced fo confess it-
self blind. - ¢ Behold what manner of charity the Fa-
ther hath bestowed on us, that we should be. called,
and should be; the sons of God ; the world:doth there-
fore know not us, because it knoweth not Him 1

It is for the same reason that inquirers, who are ap-
proaching the Church, find it so difficult to persuade
themselves that their doubts will not continue .after
they have entered it. This is the reason they assign
for not becoming Catholics ; for what is to become of
them, they ask, if their present doubts continue after
their conversion? they will have nothing to fall back
upon. They do not reflect that their present difficul-
ties are moral ones, not intellectual ;—1I mean, that it
is not that they really doubt whether the conclusion
at which they have arrived, that the Catholic Church
comes from.God is true ; this they do not doubt in
their reason at all, but their ind is too feeble and
dull to grasp and keep hold of this truth.  They re-
cognize it dimly, though certainly, as the sun through
mists and clouds, and they forget that it is the office
of grace to clear up gloom. and haziness, to steady
that fitful vision, to perfect reason by faith, and to
convert a logical conclusion into an object ofintellec-
tual sight. And thus they will not credit it as pos-
sible, when we assure them, of what we have seen in
0 many instances, tbat all their trouble will go, when
. once they Lave entered the communion of Saints,and
.the atmosphere of grace and light, and that they will
-be so full of peace and joy as mot to know how to
"thank God enough, and from the very force of their
feelings and the necessity of relieving them, they will
"set about converting others with a sudden zeal which
. contrasts strangely with their late vacillation.
, . Two remarks I must add in conclusion, in explana-
‘tion of what T have been saying. ,
- First, do not suppose.I have been speaking dispa-

thing-in . the

conclusions are often the very objects of fajth. It
precedes faith, when souls are converted to the Cath-
olic Church; and it is the instrument which the
Church herself is guided to make use of, ‘when she is
called upon to put forth those definitions of "doctrine,
which, according to the promise and power. of her
Lord and Saviour, are infallible ; but still reason is
one thing and faith is another, and reason can as little
be made a substitute for faith, as faith for.reason.

Again, T have been speaking as if a state of nature.
‘were utterly destitute of the influénces of grace, .and
as if those who are external to the Church acted sim-
ply from nature.
distinctness, that grace and nature might clearly be
contrasted with each other ; but it is not the case in
fact.- Godgives His grace to all men, and to those
who profit by it, He gives more grace, and even those
who quench it still have the offer. Hence some men
act simply from nature ; some act from nature in some
respects, not in others ; others are yielding themselves
to the guidance of the assistances given them ; others
may even bein a state of justification. Hence itis
impossible to apply what lias been said above to indi-
viduals, whose hearts are a secret with God. ~ Many
are under the influence partly of reason and partly of
faith, believe some things firmly, and have putan opi-
nion on others. Many are in conflict with them-
selves, and are advancing to a crisis, after which they
embrace or recede from the truth. Many are using
the assistances of graces so well, that they are in the
way to receive its permanent indwelling in their
hearts. Many, we may trust, are enjoying that per-
‘manent light, and are being securely brought forward
pinto the Church ; some, alas ! may have reeeived it,
and not advancing towards the Holy House in' which
'it is stored, are losing it, and, though they know it not,
living only by the recollections of what was once pre-
'sent within them.  These are secret things with God ;
‘but the great and general truths remain, that hature
‘cannot see God, and that grace is the sole means of
seeing Him ; and that, while it enables us to do so, it
also brings us into His Church, and is never given us
for our illumination, butiitis also given to make us
Catholics. T : ‘

O, my dear brethrén, what joy and what thankful--
ness should be ours, that God has brought us irto the
Church of ITis Son! "What gift is equal to it in the
whole world in its preciousness and in its rarity? In
this country in particular, where heresy ranges far and
wide, where ‘uncultivated nature has so undisputed.a
field all her own, where graceis given to such numbers.

.only rermain in_their impress and character, and faith
is ridiculed for its very firmness, to find ourselves here
in the region of iight, in the home of peace,in the pre-

every faculty of the mind and‘affection of the heart in
its petfection because in itsappointed place and office,

'sistency, stability, in the bighest and holiest subjects
-of “human: thought, to' liave hope lere, and heaven.
‘hereafter, to be on the Mount with Christ, while. the
poor world is guessing dud quarrelling at its foot who
‘among us shall- ‘not wonder. at FHlis blessedness, who
‘shall: not: be ‘awe-striick at the “inscrutable- grace of.

stands ?."- Being justified: by faith, have  we 'peace

. tdyv'él_’tds God_through -.our~Lord :Jesus Christ; by

_ | the. sons.of God::.. nak shame
“for the. charity of God is shed abroad in our hearts by | -

xperience, |.

elfy- for { % . ,
| which-you bave received of Him, abide in you. Nor

I have so spoken for the sake of |

only to bie profaned and quenched, where baptisms.

sence of* Saints, to find ourselves where we can use

to find. ourselves.in the posséssion of cértainty, con-’

.God,. which liasbrought:him;' not ‘others, where be.

igh faith aceess into’ this grce
nd glory in -hope of the glory of
And hope ‘'maketh not ashamed,

wherein we stand;

the Holy: Ghost -which is given to us.” And as St.
Jobn. says, still more exactly to.our.purpose,“Ye

| have,the .unction” from the Holy. One.” i Your eyes

d.by Him. who put clay on:the eyes’of the
bliid man, % from Him have you an unction,and yé
know,? :not conjecture, or_suppose,- or opine, but
% know,?. see, % all things.” - % So let the unction

need ye that any one teach you, but as His unction
teaches you of all things, and is.true and no lie, and
bath taught you, so abide in Him.” You can abide
in nothing else 5 opinions, change ; conclusions are
feeble ; inquiries run their course ; reason stops short ;
but faith alone reaches, faith only endures. Faith
and prayer alone will endure in that last dark hour,
‘when Satan urges all his powers and resources against
the sinking soul. 'What will it avail* us then to have
devised some subtle .argument, or to have led some
brilliant attack, or to have mapped out the field of
history, or to have numbered and sorted the weapons
of controversy, and to have the homage of friends and
the respect of the world, for our successes,—what
will it avail to have had a position, to have followed
out a work, to have reanimated an idea, to have made
a cause to triumph, if after all we have not the light
of faith to guide us on from this world to the next?
.0 how fain shall we be in that day to exchange our
‘place with the humblest, and dullest, and most ignorant
'of the sons of men, rather than to stand before the
‘judgment-seat in the lot of him who has received
:great gifts from God, and used them for self and for
sman, who has shut his eyes, who has trifled with truth,
‘who bas repressed his misgivings, who has been led on
‘by God’s grace, but stopped short of its scope, who
‘has neared the land of promise, yet not gone forward
‘to take possession of it!

*Te maris et terrse, numeroque carentis arenee
© Mensorem cohibent, Archyta,
- Pulveris exigui prope littus parva Matinum
Munera ; nec guicquam tibi prodest
Aerios tentasse domos, animogue rotundum
Percurrisse polum, morituro !

CATHOLIC INTELLIGENCE,

ITALY.
THE CHURCH IN SARDINIA AND PIEDMONT.

% The mission of M. Pinelli to Rome,” says the
Turin correspondent of the T%mes, “is considered’
now ‘to have been a complete failure, and I presume’
the Government only waits the personal explanations
'he will give on his return to determine on its line of
action. The position has been rendered more difficult
by the conduct of the Archbishop of Cagliaria in
Sardinia, who has frankly and unhesitatingly excom-.
municated the makers and executors of a law passed
last session for suppressing tithes, and making othet
Church reforms in the islands. His words are these ]

‘In consequence of an act of sequestration being
made, and seals affixed, after the keys were withdrawn,
on the daor of the Contadoria—of the church kept
in an apartment of our episcopal residence, being a
sacred and religious domicile—the Canonical laws are
violated, especially those of the Council of Trent,
and of the Pontifical Constitution. Seeing that such
things were not done in ignorance, as we published
full notice of the illegality of the first proceeding in
the oflicial gazette of this island on November 13,
1849, We, by virtue of our ordinary authority, do
now declare, subject to great excommunications, by
the very fact,all the authors, co-operatars, assistants,
and supporters of the said affixing seals and sequestra-
tion, and removal of the keys,and we prohibit all the
clergy of the diocese to administer. the sacraments to
them, without our special permission in every separate
case.

¢ Given at our violated episcopal residence,
¢ EMANUEL, Archbishop.’

% This is rather bold language, and from it, and the
conduct of the Archbishop here, we may judge of
what stuff Roman Catholic Prelates are made, and
how vain it is to quarrel with them, and acknowledge
the authority of the Church at the same time. I do
not hear, however, that the Sardinian dignitary has
been arrested, and committed to prison—though, in
the eye of the law, his conduct is much graver than
that of our ecclesiestical martyr here. Irather think
he defies the authority of the Crown, as the island is
something like our native district of Connemara,
where the Royal writ never”did run, and probably
does not run to this day. The fact is, that the Cabinet
of M. d’Azegio has walked with eyes open into a
labyrinth of difficulties; so much so, that I again sus-
pect the. thing has been done designedly, for the
purpose: of forcing from the See-of Rome various
privileges which never would have been- granted on
-negociation. - No doubt, the Church never refusesa
repentant sinner ;' and M. d’Azegio and his colleagues
will receive absolution'if they confess, and ery.¢ Pec-
cavi,” after the whole panier of sin is filled¥as-they
‘would: now: for-a first offence. TFor that reason,
probably, the present course has been determined on,
and that reason only can excuse ils perilous and
drregular features. I have been-spoken to on -this
:subject by a great number of private  friends, as well
as-by those: attached to the' Government, and I have
invariably ‘told them, Piedmont- must give way" or
‘become Protestant ;' and; unless the Ministry are con-
vinced that the:peeple will: support them in-the:latter
‘determination; if* they -are -prepared’tliemselves
‘make it, they- must—talk: and- bluster ‘as they

“they. must succumb. - In my opinion, though near]

conduiet of " the Pope ‘and-of Lis Cabinet, there:

‘the population of Piedmont are disconterted: with:

| the honorable and’ reverend gentleman by, the
y— | Rev. Dr. Ioran, and-the Clergy and citize

Ik “terford, promis¢s “to be.all that.
¢ | hands of a Prelate

‘Protestant party among them ;.and L find.I give of-
fence when I propose that change as the sole alterna-
tive” 0
Tux PiepmonTESE QuEesTioN.—A. letter - from
Rome of 14thinst., in the Univers, says :—* The fol-
Jowing: détails on the audierice.of M: Pinelli are'given:
“When this diplomatist: was™ annouriced,” Monsignor
‘Barnabo, Secretary of-the Propaganda, was with the
Pope. He: was about to collect bis papers and retire,
but the Holy Father told him to leave them and
remain, The cause of M. Pinelli was detestable,
‘but it appears that he found means of verifying the
truth of the proverb, Cuasa patrocinio non bona
pejor ertt.  Whether. from incapacity, or .whether
the presence of the Holy Father intimidated him, he
spoke witl: embarrassment, and as if he were aware of
the poverty of .his arguments. He is said to have
‘nsisted on the point, that the political changes in the
Sardinian States rendered certain changes neceéssary
in points of discipline, in which the State has some
interest. Kis Holiness is said to have observed that
the Holy See does not refuse dispensations in matters
of discipline when the necessity of them is demon-
strated, but that before granting them they ought-at
least to be demanded. On the question of the Con-
cordat, his Holiness is represented to have-obscrved
- that it was difficult to understand how a new Concor-
dat could be concluded at a moment at which existing
Concordats are trampled under foot. Piedmont, in
fact, he said, had proved by its acts that it did not
consider itself bound by Concordats, and so long as it
should maintain that pretension, it was clear that any
new Concordat could have no other result than to tie
‘down the Holy See without binding the Cabinet of
Turin. To execute a serious contract, both parties
should consider themselves equally bound to respect
their engagements. To-morrow thiere miglt be new
_political changes in Piedmont, and, in view of the
principle laid down by the Cabinet of Furin, the cor-
tract concluded on the eve might be arbitrarily set
asile. The Sardinian envoy having replied, with a
certain vivacity, that such was the public law received
in Piedmont, his Holiness is said to have interrupted
‘him by saying, ¢ Piano, piano, Commander; take
care you do not calumniate your country by ascribing

‘| to it opinions which are perbaps only those of some
| private individuals.’ On the whole M. Pinelli was not

brilliant, and retiretl but little satisfied.”

DIsTRIBUTION OF PRIZES AT PROPAGANDA.—

| From a letter, dated Rome, Sept. 13, 1850 :—The

students of the three nations have not fallen short

| this year of their ancient reputation for academical

success in the Eternal City. At the distribution of
prizes in the Schools of Propaganda, some of the
highest honors were taken by the students of the Irish
(_JoIlefe,. The Rev. Mr. Dunne was specially men-
tioned, on account of the spirited and learned defen-
sion sustained by him a few weeks previously, before
the” Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation.  Mr.
Moran, also of the Irish College, received four med-
Als, to which a fifth magnificent one of gold was
added to his other honors, allotted for the student
Jvho most distinguished himself in the higher schools.
"Mr. Murray, an Irish student at Propaganda, re-
ceived three medals. Amongst those who received
distinctions in the Schools of the Roman College,
Mr. Downie, of the Scotch College, obtained three
gold medals in the Iigher School of Theclogy. Or
the 12th instant, at the premiation in the Scliools of
the Roman Seminary, the Rev. Louis English, of the
English College, recéived the degree of Doctor of
Divinity, thus closing his theological course, in which
he has received so much distinction. Messrs. Whitty
and Brown, of the same College, received the degree
of Bachelor in Divinity ; and amongst those who re-
ceived medals in the classes of theology, three were
taken by Mr. Whitty, three by Mr. Brown, one by
Mr. Virtue, and one by Mr. Burke,”—Correspon-
dent of Tablet.

IRELAND..
Faruer IeNATIUS IN CARRICK-ON-SUIR~—Fa-
ther Ignatius (the Honorable and Rev. Dr. George
Spencer) arrived in Carrick-on-Suir on 18th Sept. -
He at once visited the Very Rev. Dr. Conolly, P.P.,
V.G., who, it nced scarcely be said, received him
most kindly and warmly, and rejoiced in the opportun-
ity of welcoming to Carrick so bright an ornament of
the Faith. Father Ignatius soon afterwards proceed-
-ed to the beautiful parish chapel, where be celebrated
Mass, which was attended by large crowds, attracted
to see so distinguished and self-sacrificing a mis-
sionary. Soon alterwards he went through the towa
on his mission of charity, accompanied by the Very
Rev. Doctor Conolly, and solicited and obtained aid
towards the erection .of new churches in. England.
-Notwithstanding the, depression of the times, the con-
tributions were characteristically generous on the
part of the good people of Carrick. .Ie remained
during his sojourn in Carrick at the hospitable re-
sidence of Doctor Conolly. = On. Thursday morning
(19th:Sept.) e -also celebrated Mass at the parish
chapel, and exhorted - the "congregation likewise.—
After Mass he proceeded to the Convent of the Pre-
sentation Nuns; where "he was. received withi the ut-
‘most joy by the Religieuses of that .excellent ‘estab-
‘lishment. ' He break{asted at the Convént; and in the
conrse of ‘the ‘morning set’ out for . Besborough, the
residenice’ of his relative the Earl of Besborougl,
with whom"he remained during the day, and after-
‘wards proceeded to Waterford. *.Crowds of. persons
‘flocked"around him ‘at. Carrick and, Piltawn .to: beg his
"blessings and his prayers, :and séveral young children
“were presented to him.  In Piltown he, also made a .
“collection “in .aid; of "his' mission, . ‘The ‘reception. of
Right
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